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Career paths for researchers — where to in a

changing world?
2-3 December 2019, Pretoria
#researchers #STEM #careers

The National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF) is holding an NSTF Discussion
Forum on ‘Career paths for researchers’. It’s in collaboration with the NSTF Science
Councils and Statutory Bodies Sector. The event runs from 2-3 December 2019.

This thought-provoking NSTF Discussion Forum is free of charge to all. (It is usually only
free to NSTF members.) It is a side event at Innovation Bridge and Science Forum South
Africa (IBSFSA) — also free of charge — which runs from 4-6 December. (You can
participate in the NSTF Discussion Forum without attending IBSFSA.)

Career paths for
researchers

L
Where to in a changing world?

Calling stakeholders:

STEM community  science councils academics
government higher education  researchers

industry business innovators

This event is FREE to anyone interested,
including government, the media, and diplomatic community.
Click here to register.

Researchers are critical to development and solving socio-economic issues:
Research is critical to advancing the science, engineering and technology (SET) and
innovation output goals of a country, its development, and its global competitiveness.
Suitably skilled scientists, lecturers, engineers, and related professionals are vital.

Hurdles and opportunities for these skilled professionals: The technology-driven
fluidity across boundaries of countries, disciplines, economic sectors, and occupations
mean a world rich with opportunities. But it also means that navigating a career path is
more challenging than ever — even for highly qualified people. Furthermore, there are the
challenges with reduced research funding and increased red tape, as well as stiff
competition.

There is no longer a standard career path for researchers. What does the successful
scientist of the future look like? What are the implications of technology-enabled lifelong
learning and just-in-time learning?

Event objective: The event would facilitate exchanges and solution-driven deliberations

around the topic. Following are some of the topics.

1. Developing the career path: funding, tips and tools, learning to be a researcher,
mentorship, etc

2. Innovation, entrepreneurship, community service, and identity

3. Finding opportunities, networking, continuous learning, navigating multi-disciplines,
and industry readiness

4. Opportunities for policy advice, professional societies, and working within the triple
helix

Envisaged outcomes: To collate feedback from the NSTF Discussion Forum and then
send recommendations to relevant government departments, policy makers, and
research institutions.

Outputs: As is usual for NSTF Discussion Forums, the following outputs will be made
available on the NSTF website — proceedings; media release; speakers’ PowerPoint
presentations; and video clips of presentations, etc.

Continuous Professional Development (CPD) points: CPD points will be awarded to
attendees who are registered with SACNASP (South African Council for Natural Scientific
Professions). One point for attending each whole day on 2 or 3 December 2019.

For other affiliations, please notify the NSTF office so that we can approach the
organisations for CPD points. Email enquiries@nstf.org.za or call Ms Kgaugelo Teffo at
+27 (0)12 841-2717/3987.

Delegate registration information
Seminar: Career paths for researchers — where to in a changing world?

Dates & times: 2-3 December 2019, 09:00 for 09:30 to 16:30 (includes lunch)

Venue: CSIR International Convention Centre, Jade room, Meiring Naude
Road, Brummeria, Pretoria, Gauteng

Programme: Click here for the draft programme.

RSVP: Reqister online by no later than Thursday 28 November 2019.

We invite you to join us for lunch and use the opportunity for further discussion
and networking.

This event is FREE to all interested
including the media (journalists), government
representatives and the diplomatic community.

About the NSTF: The NSTF is the stakeholder forum representing the SET and
innovation community in South Africa. This ranges from research institutions, universities
and state entities to business, professional societies (known as proSET) and civil society.
The NSTF engages with policy issues across various government departments and
promotes collaboration and critical thinking among a broad range of stakeholders. NSTF
Discussion Forums gather stakeholders together, across the public and private sectors,
to put forward recommendations to influence government policies.

Please note that if you do not RSVP, the NSTF cannot be held responsible for any
unforeseen changes or cancellations of programmes. Communications are sent only via
e-mail or through notifications on the NSTF website.

About the NSTF

The National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF), established in 1995, is a broadly-representative
stakeholder body for all SET and innovation organisations in South Africa, which seeks to influence
policy formulation and delivery.

The NSTF Awards are unique in SA, recognising the outstanding contributions of individuals and groups
to SET and innovation.

The science bursaries page http://www.nstf.org.za/bursary/ provides information on bursaries and
bursary providers for science, engineering and related studies.

Disclaimer
The NSTF has taken all practical measures to ensure that the material contained in this newsletter is
correct. The NSTF reserves the right to make changes as it deems necessary.

Privacy
Registration details submitted to the NSTF will be treated confidentially and will only be used by NSTF to
communicate with its members and subscribers.

For more information

www.nstf.org.za

E-mail: enquiries@nstf.org.za
Tel: +27 12 841 3987

Non Profit Company Registration Number: 2007/029165/08
NPO Registration Number: 92042
Donor tax exemption for all donations to the NSTF.
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