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The Triple Helix Association

• Consists mainly of academics studying the 
dynamics of triple (TH) or quadruple (QH) helix 
relationships.

• In SA, studies of innovation usually involve the 3H 
or 4H players.  

• The question is whether to establish a 
‘community of practice’ as an official body.

• Would need wide consultation.



Triple helix

• NSTF already exists to represent all stakeholders, 
which includes researchers, industry/business 
and government. Thus – it represents the Triple 
Helix in relation to science, engineering, 
technology and innovation.

• NSTF includes civil society – making it a 
quadruple helix organization.



NSTF Membership sectors

5 13

14

26
20

40

Membership Science Councils/
Statutory bodies

Higher Education

Civil Society

Business/SOEs

proSET



Vision

• The NSTF vision is a transformed country where 
SET and innovation contribute to a high quality 
of life for all who live in SA, where the profile of 
SET professionals is representative of the 
population’s profile and where the education 
system is effective, particularly in terms of 
performance in SET subjects and promoting 
innovation.



NSTF’s role

• Niche role - coordinating and unifying role, 
making it easier to get an overview and navigate 
the ‘national system of innovation’ – small but 
complex SET community with many role players.

• NSTF activities are inclusive and collaborative, 
reflect openness, independence and 
collaborative energy.

• Wide network – variety of role players; 
communicate with 10 000 people.



A South African Chapter of the 
THA?

• Do we need a Chapter of the Triple Helix 
Association?

• Should NSTF – as an intermediary - use its 
platforms and network of contacts to establish a 
Chapter of the THA?


