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It is a collective body of members of 
Industry (companies) who work together 
for the mutual benefit of the members 
and for the economy as a whole

What is an Industry 
Association? 



Promoting, Protecting and Supporting the collective interests of the 
Production Technologies Industry of South Africa



Typical manufacturing technologies include:

What is Production Technologies

Production Technologies provides the means that enables 
the manufacture of all manufactured goods

▪ Dies for metal pressing, stamping, punching and 

forming

▪ Injection and compression moulds 

▪ Jigs and fixtures 

▪ Assembly systems and robotics 

▪ Gauging and measuring systems 

▪ Precision components



PtSA has a Partnership Agreement 

with Government 



PtSA has its own Project Management 

Company

Skills Development Enterprise Development



PtSA has an International Footprint

Currently PtSA holds the Presidency of ISTMA

International Special Tooling and Machining Association
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South Africa is currently 
experiencing a very low 
economic growth rate and an 
increasing rate of unemployment

At the same time the world has 
entered the 4th Industrial 
Revolution (4IR)



President of the International Special Tooling 
and Machining Association (ISTMA World)

4IR is not a 
Technology it 
is an Event!

Bob Williamson



In this era of 4IR we 

need to ensure that we 
understand the potential 

impacts on the 
manufacturing industry 
and how we must adapt 

to 4IR 



Yanesh Naidoo

We must not compete amongst 
the 50 million people in South 
Africa, we must compete with the 
7 billion people in the rest of the 
world

Director
Jenmark Automation

Future Production Technologies Convention 2019 

In this time it is even more 

essential that we stand 

together!



So what role does an 
Industry Association 
play?



Platform Leader
Progressus

4IR is fundamentally 
driven by a digital 
network effect

Dr Harry Teifel

4IR requires a shift to 
a Cyber Physical way 
of working

Future Production Technologies Convention 2019 hosted by PtSA



We also have physical networks

National
Networks

Local
Networks

International
Networks Companies

People

Institutions

Government



An Industry Association assists with 
driving many of these physical networks 

Companies

People

Institutions

Government

People

Networks

Industry
Association



Networks and Networking are vital for growth

Role of Industry Association
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MD 
Adroit Technologies

Dave Wibberley

You still have to 
make it happen 
on the shopfloor



An Industry Association assists manufacturing to link 
up with capabilities, technologies and skills in order to 

make it happen on the shopfloor

Capabilities

Technologies

Skills

Improving efficiencies and productivity of manufacturing 

companies 

Industry
Association



02 Manufacturing companies have to continuously 
improve efficiencies and productivity to stay in 
business and grow

Role of Industry Association



To move forward in revolutionising the manufacturing 

industry for economic growth, industry must engage with 
government to help create the climate for growth

Industry Government



Chief Director 
Future Industrial Production Technologies , DTI 

Ilse Karg

Industry must 
Make 
recommendations to 
government for 
policy development

An Industry Association is the collective voice for 
its members to engage with government and 

authorities 



Industry Government

Constructive engagement

Growth

03 Constructive engagement between industry and 
government is necessary for growth

Role of Industry Association



The manufacturing industry must be 

export orientated to ensure strong 

economic growth!

We need to be 
internationally focused and 

not only try to compete 
against each other



We have term 

“co-opetition”
The tooling industry in Portugal 
has adopted this approach very 

successfully, and they are the 
main producers of bumper, 
dashboard, and interior trim 

tooling for the world. 
This approach of co-operating 
with each other, while at the 

same time competing with each 
other is driven by a strong 

industry association



International 
connections

International markets

04
We must increase our export potential. We must 
make use of the international connections which we 
have and ensure that we “sell” ourselves on the 
international market 

Role of Industry Association



An industry association can guide its members 
towards a better understanding of the 4th 

Industrial Revolution (4IR), the potential impacts 
on the Production Technologies Industry and how 

its members should adapt to 4IR



Role of Industry Association

05 Adapt to 4IR to Grow



Conclusions
Networks and Networking are vital for growth 

Manufacturing companies have to continuously 
improve efficiencies and productivity to stay in 
business and to grow

Constructive engagement between industry and 
government is necessary for growth

We must increase our export potential. We must make 
use of the international connections which we have 
and ensure that we “sell” ourselves on the 
international market

Adapt to 4IR to grow 

An Industry Association assists, facilitates, and drives all of 
these
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