
Triple Helix Association 

Who we are



About THA

The Triple Helix Association (THA) is a not-for-
profit, non-governmental association with scientific 

purpose and a global reach. 

It was originated by an informal movement built 
around a series of international workshops and 

founded as legal entity  in 2009 by leading 
international scholars in innovation and 

entrepreneurship to promote the study of the 
interactions among academia, industry and 
government via the founding of the “Triple 

open access” Journal.



THA  History

1996,  1° Triple Helix 
Workshop Amsterdam  - the 

kick off of Triple Helix movement, 
launched by Prof. Henry 
Etzkowitz and Prof. Loet 

Leydesdorff

2009, creation of the Triple 
Helix Association (THA) in 

Turin, Italy, headquartered
at Fondazione Rosselli, chaired by 

Prof. Henry Etzkowitz, having
Prof. Loet Leydesdorff and Prof. 

José Manoel Carvalho de Mello as
Vice-Presidents

2014, Professionalization
of the Association and 
design of the internal

organizational structure
(5 operational

committes) 

One conference every

2 years; informal

international

community of 

researchers

One conference per year; 

Quarterly magazine; 

Triple Helix Journal; 

Academic Governance; 

Volounteer based

organization; Very small 

membership

New vision/mission, value

proposition, businee model and 

extended portfolio of services; 

multi-stakeholder governance; 

+120 members; +3000 readers; 

7 THA Chapters (Brazil, Peru, 

Russia, South Asia, 

Kazhakstan, Greece, Germany) 

and more to come…



Why THA?
Positive and effective interaction models and mechanisms between 

Governmental institutions,  Academia, and Industry might 
dramatically impact on the innovativeness of Firms, Cities, Regions 

and Countries.

The THA aims to advance scientific knowledge and operational 
capacity to ignite and manage  University-Industry-

Government interactions (Triple Helix) to foster research, 
innovation, entrepreneurship and regional sustainable development

By offering a solid scientific Knowledge base on theoretical models 
and good Practices, combined with an international reach for 

Dissemination, promotion, peer learning and partnership 
development.

To learn more on the TH model: 
Slides: https://slideplayer.com/slide/11773470/

Book: The Triple Helix: University–Industry–Government Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship 2nd Edition

https://slideplayer.com/slide/11773470/


THA activities for knowledge generation and co-design

PROMOTING THE RESEARCH, 
DEBATE AND KNOWLEDGE SHARING 
AT INTERNATIONAL LEVEL ON THE 

TRIPLE HELIX THEORY AND 
PRACTICES

TH Conference and Summit 
series

TH Conference 2020, 
Future of innovation and innovation for 

future
15-17 June, Tampere (FI)

TH Summit 2020,
Designing global connected innovative 

regions
24-26 November 2020, Bologna (IT)

STIMULATING NEW KNOWLEDGE 
GENERATION/ CODIFICATION

7 Special Interest Groups 
Awards 

Online Repository

Public Funded projects



THA activities for networking and capacity building

FACILITATING NETWORKING AND 
COOPERATION AMONG THE TH 

ACTORS AT INTERNATIONAL & LOCAL 
LEVEL

ONLINE
Members Gallery, 

TH post
TH Talks

Spiral

ONSITE
TH Chapters

SUPPORTING THE TRANSLATION OF 
ACADEMIC MODELS INTO PRACTICAL 

ACHIEVEMENTS

THA special events, Webinar 
series, and TH Academy for 

Chapters

Public Funded projects



THA activities for dissemination and awareness raising

FOSTERING A WIDE DISSEMINATION OF  TH 
SCIENTIFIC FINDINGS & PRACTICAL 

RESULTS 

TH Journal

Helice Magazine 

TH Best practice series



Why a TH Chapters in SA?

• International exposure and national recognition 

• Get access to the latest TH studies/cases

• International networking and cross-
fertilization with other innovation ecosystems, via 
exchange of scholars, web events, study visits 

• Capacity building program for getting the 
Chapters’ staff and local Triple Helix actors 
prepared to build together their local 
innovation ecosystems via the Triple Helix 
model



Join THA now to achieve cohesive 
and prosperous cities and regions 

via effective Triple Helix 
interactions!

Chapter’s application guidelines: 
https://www.triplehelixassociation.org/wp-

content/uploads/2014/10/THA-Chapters-document-for-website.pdf

https://www.triplehelixassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/THA-Chapters-document-for-website.pdf

