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The prestigious NSTF-South32 Awards for outstanding 
contributions to science, engineering, technology (SET) 
and innovation in South Africa took place on Septem-
ber 30, 2021. This 23rd celebration of South African 
research and innovation excellence stood out not just 
for the exceptional array of talent, skills and success 
stories, but also for the complex times in which this tal-
ent had to work. As Jansie Niehaus, Executive Director 
of the National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF) points 
out: “Awards for scientific research are more important 
than ever. Researchers are working under increasingly 
constrained conditions. 

“They are teaching online, juggling incredible work-
loads, and doing all this while dealing with severely cut 
research funding. It’s so important that we recognise 
people who have risen above these constraints and 
achieved excellence nonetheless. 

“We want to highlight the talent in this country and 
ignite further research and investment.”

NSTF is the non-profit stakeholder body for all 
innovation organisations in South Africa. Representing 
SET as a single body, it is an independent, collabora-
tive platform that advances and embodies continued  
conversations around science.

Science awards showcase SA research talents

Prof Philiswa Nosizo Nomngongo (Enginering Research Capacity 
Development Award - Sponsor: Eskom)

Prof Stephanie Burton (Management Award)

David Botha (Chair: proSET), Prof  Sheetal Silal (TW Kambule-NSTF Award: Emerging Researcher - 
Sponsor: proSET) and Dr Phil Mjwara (Director-General: Department of Science and Innovation).

Dr Boitumelo Innocent Ramatsetse (TW Kambule-NSTF Award:  
Emerging Researcher - Sponsor: proSET)

Prof Raymond Durrheim (Lifetime Award)

Andre Rossouw (Eskom Distribution), Prof Michael Claeys (Engineering Research Capacity Development 
Award - Sponsor: Eskom) and Dr Phil Mjwara

Dr Tegan Bristow (Special Annual Theme Award: 
Creative economy for sustainable development) and 
Dr Blade Nzimande (Minister of Higher Education, 
Science and Innovation).

Dr Roderick Juba (WRC representative), Prof Paul Oberholster (NSTF-Water Research Commission Award) 
and Dr Phil Mjwara.

Prof Bruce Mellado (TW Kambule-
NSTF Award: Researcher)

Prof Carolina Ödman (Science 
Communication Award)
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The national NSTF-South32 Awards are the largest science, engineer-
ing, technology (SET) and innovation awards in South Africa. They are 
known as the “Science Oscars” and were the first science awards in the 
country. An important aspect of the awards is the showcasing of South 
African SET and innovation to the public, which includes the year-long 
engagement programme between award winners, students and learners, 
called the NSTF Share ‘n Dare programme.

The NSTF Share ‘n Dare programme forms part of the NSTF-South32 
Awards. It provides platforms for award winners to act as role models 
and ambassadors for innovation. This includes experienced scientists, 
engineers, innovators, science communicators, engineering capacity 
developers, and organisational managers/leaders, as well as data and 
research managers. The winners share knowledge with youth and com-
munities, inspiring young people to pursue studies and careers in SET 
and innovation. 

Watch the video of the NSTF-South32 Awards Gala Dinners that 
was broadcast live from dual cities to the National Science and Technology 
Forum (NSTF) YouTube Channel.

continues on the next page

Science awards showcase SA 
research talents

Data for Research Award: School of Geosciences Data Collection and Storage Facility, University of the Wit-
watersrand – Team Leaders: Professors Raymond Durrheim, Musa Manzi and Glen Nwaila.

Non-Governmental Organisation Award: Outlook Foundation, CEO: Mr Segomotso  
Kelefetswe (right) and Minister Blade Nzimande (left).

Innovation Award: Corporate Organisation - The Biomimicry Diagnostic Verification 
Controls Team, University of the Witswatersrand, Team Leader: Prof Bavesh Kana (right) 
with Minister Blade Nzimande (left).

Innovation Award: Small, Medium and Micro Enterprises (Sponsor: NIPMO) – ROC Water Technologies (Pty) Ltd, Prof Jannie Maree (middle) with Lindiwe Mashimbye, NIPMO (left) 
and Dr Blade Nzimande, Minister of Higher Education, Science and Innovation (right).
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The National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF) promotes 

science, engineering, technology, (SET), including mathematics 
and innovation among the youth. This is important because SET 
subjects open doors for learners to pursue fulfilling careers. The 
future of SET and innovation depends on young people being 
inspired to explore the subjects, study courses and find exciting 
careers.

The NSTF Brilliants programme identifies, recognises and 
nurtures talent from the basic education sector (Grade 12) 
and exposes these young “brilliant” minds to the professional 
research environment through the NSTF-South32 Awards event. 
The programme is designed to motivate talented young people 
in order to realise their full potential, assist them where possible 
with bursaries to enable them to study further in SET fields. It 
is sponsored by South32 and the Department of Science and 
Innovation. 

This year, The Lewis Foundation partnered with the NSTF 
Brilliants programme to include awards to nine first-year students 
in “Biological and Environmental Sciences” (selected according 
to the same criteria as the Brilliants students), thereby recognis-
ing South Africa’s future conservation champions.

Showcase youth in science


