
 

 

 

proSET (Professionals in science, engineering and technology) is a sector of the NSTF 
representing about 40 professional and learned societies. This section shares news about 
current members and introduces new members of the proSET sector. 
 
  

• Sanitation, the Cinderella in the climate change and human sustainability 
debate 
Neil Macleod, the President Elect of the South African Academy of Engineering 
(SAAE), was in discussion with Prof Himla Soodyall, the Executive Officer of ASSAf 
recently. Mr Macleod, a civil engineer specialising in water and sanitation services, 
has spent 22 years as the head of the public water and sanitation utility that provides 
water and sanitation services to more than 3.7 million people in the Durban 
Metropolitan area. Macleod explained that sanitation, which includes sewage 
treatment and solid waste disposal, has a positive side in that it is a valuable source 
of essential commodities which could become scarce in future. The discussion can 
be followed here. 

   
• Nominations open for IT personality, visionary CIO 

The Institute of Information Technology Professionals South Africa (IITPSA) has 
opened the 2022 President’s Awards application process, inviting IT executives to 
nominate their candidates. The closing date for nominations is 31 August 2022. Read 
more. 

   
• IITPSA announces new young achievers’ category in 2022 President’s Awards 

The Institute of Information Technology Professionals South Africa (IITPSA) has 
announced a new youth-focused category in the annual IITPSA President’s Awards, 
which have recognised the local IT industry’s leading lights for over 30 years. The 
new award will debut at the 2022 President’s Awards later this year, and will 
recognise outstanding achievements by students, IT entrepreneurs or up-and-coming 
IT professionals under the age of 35. Nominations should be submitted here. 
Nominations close at 17:00 on 31 August 2022. The finalists will be announced in 
October 2022 and the winners will be named at the IITPSA President’s Awards to be 
hosted in November 2022. 

   
• SAIMM honours former Anglo American chief executive Mark Cutifani 

Credited with transforming one of the world’s biggest mining companies, mining 
veteran Mark Cutifani was awarded the Brigadier Stokes Memorial Award by the 
Southern African Institute of Mining and Metallurgy (SAIMM). The Award is 
considered to be the highest honour to be bestowed by the South African mining and 
metallurgical sector in recognition of meritorious service to the industry. Read more. 

   
• South African Institute of Physics Gold Medal 2022 awarded 

The 2022 South African Institute of Physics (SAIP) Gold Medal was awarded to 
Professor Hendrik Belsazar Geyer for his fundamental and novel contributions in the 
field of non-Hermitian quantum mechanics, leadership in building the field of 
theoretical physics in South Africa and significant contributions to education and 
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training of students. Read more. 

   
• The role of physics in society 

“What is the role of physics in society?” This question was tabled at this year’s 
annual conference of the South African Institute of Physics (SAIP 2022), which was 
hosted by the Nelson Mandela University's (NMU) Physics department. This forms 
part of a series of activities the NMU Faculty of Science hosted this year, falling 
under the umbrella of the International Year of Basic Sciences for Sustainable 
Development (IYBSSD2022) and the Centenary of the International Union of Pure 
and Applied Physics. Read more. 

     
• Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden awarded a TripAdvisor Global Top 

Destination 
Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden of the South African National Biodiversity 
Institute (SANBI) has received a TripAdvisor Travellers’ Choice Best of the Best 
award for 2022. This prestigious award places the popular Cape Town-based garden 
attraction in the top 1% of ‘things to do’ worldwide. Read more. 
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