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Message from NSTF Executive Director 
New water research award, climate change approaches, and 
innovation in housing 
Water is uppermost on many of our minds, as the Western Cape is still parched even after 

the first winter rains have fallen. Improved access to water and environmentally-sensitive 

management of water resources feature prominently in the Sustainable Development 

Goals and – from this year – at the NSTF-South32 Awards. The NSTF and Water Research 

Commission are collaborating on a new award for research in water management, knowledge 

generation and solutions. Read more. 

 

 

 

 

 

NSTF News 
2016/2017 NSTF-South32 Awards finalists announced 
A big congratulations to the finalists. We have over 59 finalists in 13 categories – this 

includes the Special Annual Theme Award: Sustainable Tourism for Development. Join them 

at the NSTF-South32 Awards Gala Dinner on 29 June 2017. See below for booking details. 

You can also follow winner announcements on Twitter #NSTFawards2017.  

 

 

Book for the 2016/2017 NSTF-
South32 Awards gala dinner 
Attend the prestigious awards ceremony on 

Thursday, 29 June 2017 in Gauteng, along 

with its patron, Minister of Science and 

 

Bursary Directory (sponsored 
by the Fuchs Foundation) 
Learners and students, this is the time to 

apply for 2018 bursaries in science, 

engineering and technology (SET). Recently-
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Technology Naledi Pandor. Support the 

promotion of science, technology, 

engineering (SET) and innovation. Honour 

the finalists and winners and network with 

the ‘who’s who’ of SET. 

This is the largest event of its kind and is 

open to the public. Over 500 guests 

attend annually. Book tables or seats with 

Ms Meisie Rasakanya at (+27)12 841 

3987/2632 or enquiries@nstf.co.za. 

 

added bursaries include those 

from Department of Water and Sanitation 

Learning Academy, Investec in partnership 

with StudyTrust, Aveng Group, Haw & Inglis 

Group, and Harmony Gold. Visit the NSTF 

Bursary Directory to find information on 

available bursaries. You can also find out 

about different SET careers, as well 

as inspiring stories of people in SET. 

 

Upcoming Discussion Forums 
The Discussion Forum on Sustainable Tourism for Development, aligned with #IY2017, has 

been rescheduled. It will take place on 3-4 August in Gauteng. Invitations to be sent out 

soon.  

 

 

Brilliants students go to astro-
tourism sites 
The NSTF Brilliants Programme recognises 

18 first-year students studying in the 

science, medicine and engineering fields. 

Aligned with the United Nation’s 

theme ‘International Year of Sustainable 

Tourism for Development’ (#IY2017), the 

tour consists of visits to major astro-tourism 

sites in the Northern Cape – the Square 

Kilometre Array (SKA) radiotelescope site in 

Carnavon and the South African Large 

Telescope (SALT) in Sutherland. The 

initiative is sponsored by the Fuchs 

Foundation and the astro-tour sponsored by 

the SKA. The Department of Science and 

Technology is providing bursary funding to 

some students. Meet the brilliants students 

at the awards. Find out more. 

 

 

Get to know our award winners: 
Mondi Ecological Networks 
Programme 
The Mondi Ecological Networks Programme 

(MENP) focuses on optimal agricultural 

production while maintaining biodiversity and 

ecosystems. This is done through large-

scale ecological networks (natural areas left 

aside between forestry plantations or 

agriculture). 

 

MENP, based at Stellenbosch University, is 

considered a world leader in forestry. It won 

the 2015/2016 NSTF-GreenMatter 

Award towards achieving biodiversity 

conservation, environmental sustainability 

and a greener economy, by an individual or 

an organisation. Click here to read more 

about their work. 
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Other SET-related policies currently open for public comment 
 

• Standards Act: National norm for the development of South African National 

Standards (Comments by 21 June 2017) 

• National Research Foundation Act: Intention to declare South African Radio 

Astronomy Observatory (SARAO) as national facility (Comments by 21 June 2017) 

• National Research Foundation Act: Declaration of Hartebeesthoek Radio Astronomy 

Observatory (HartRAO) as national research facility: Intention to withdraw (Comments 

by 21 June 2017) 

• National Environmental Management: Waste Act: Consultation: Withdrawal of 

approval for Integrated Industry Waste Tyre Management Plan of Recycling and 

Economic Development Initiative of South Africa: Representations invited (Comments 

by 30 June 2017) 

• National Environmental Management: Waste Act: Proposal: Exclusion of waste 

streams from the definition of waste: Draft (Comments by 30 June 2017) 

• Health Professions Act: Regulations: Defining scope of profession of oral hygiene 

(Comments by 30 June 2017) 

• Final draft of the National Tourism Sector Strategy (Comments by 30 June 2017) 

 

 

SET-related policy news 
 

• Proposed legislation to regulate waste management activity (infrastructurene.ws) 

• Department of Science and Technology Budget Vote, 16 May 2017, by Naledi Pandor 

• South Africa urgently needs to rethink its approach to housing (The Conversation) 

• SA, China strengthen science and tech partnership (IT Web) 

• United Nations Secretary-General's remarks at G7 Summit Session on Outreach 

Countries and International Organizations on: "Innovation and Sustainable 

Development: Reinforcing the Partnership between the G7 and African Countries”: 27 

May 2017 (United Nations) 

• New water and sanitation master plan to help SA achieve 2030 

SDGs (infrastructurene.ws) 
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• Department of Science and Technology organises indaba for youth in innovation: 9- 

10 June 2017, Pretoria 

• 2017 Manufacturing Indaba: 27-28 June 2017, Ekurhuleni 

• 66th Association of Municipal Electricity Utilities (AMEU) Convention 2017: 8-11 

October 2017, Port Elizabeth  

• 55th National Congress of the South African Association of Physicists in Medicine 

and Biology: 25-30 September 2017, Durban 

• UNESCO Merck Africa Research Summit - MARS 2017 – Call for Applications: 28-29 

November 2017, Mauritius 

 

 

 

 

• Investigating access to Mathematics in the FET: A quantitative case study by Dr VG 

Govender 

• Survey predicts construction costs in Johannesburg set to rise 7.5% (Engineering 

News) 

• Desalination technologies the way to go in water-scarce South Africa (Engineering 

News) 

 

 

 

 

Universities 
• Tracking retractions as a window into the scientific process (Retraction Watch) 

  

Industry development 
• GE Africa Innovation & Ansys Simulation Software challenge for emerging African 

companies (GE Africa Innovation Centre) 
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Medicine 

• How a rare skin disease links South Africa to an 18th Century French seaman (The 

Conversation) 

• Reinstated South Africa Demographic and Health Survey (SADHS) reveals limited 

improvement in the state of country's health (MRC) 

  

Space science 
• SA-built nanosatellite placed into orbit (Tech Central) 

• New strategic direction and African focus for South African space agency (ee 

publishers) 

  

Environment, climate change and energy  
• As Trump smacks the climate, world must do better to save planet, (The 

Conversation) 

• African energy Atlas launched by the Infrastructure Consortium for Africa and the 

African Development Bank with the United Nations Energy Programme (Crown 

Publications) 

• Renewables create 9.8m jobs globally (IT Web) 

• How the meat on your plate is killing the planet (IOL) 

• As national water levels drop, new interventions are adopted (infrastructurene.ws) 

• Human-induced deforestation is causing an increase in malaria cases (phys.org) 

  

Archaeology and paleontology 
• Homo naledi's surprisingly young age opens up more questions on where we come 

from, (phys.org) 

• SA scientists have pioneered a technique to directly date prehistoric rock paintings in 

southern Africa (phys.org) 

  

ICT 
• SA scientists develop next-gen digital ID tech (IT Web) 

  

SET communication 
• Call for Nominations for the TWAS Regional Prize 2017: Public Understanding and 

Popularization of Science (Closing date 20 June 2017) 

• Medicine: World Blood Donor Day on 14 June. Find good statistics, posters and 

health communication. 

• Medicine: While it was ‘World No Tobacco Day’ on 31 May 2017, ongoing health  

https://theconversation.com/how-a-rare-skin-disease-links-south-africa-to-an-18th-century-french-seaman-77256
http://www.mrc.ac.za/Media/2017/16press2017.htm
http://www.mrc.ac.za/Media/2017/16press2017.htm
https://techcentral.co.za/sa-built-nanosatellite-placed-into-orbit/74476/
http://www.ee.co.za/article/new-strategic-direction-african-focus-south-african-space-agency.html
https://theconversation.com/as-trump-smacks-the-climate-world-must-do-better-to-save-planet-78567
http://crown.co.za/featured/4405-african-energy-atlas-launched
http://www.itweb.co.za/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=162097
http://www.iol.co.za/news/science/how-the-meat-on-your-plate-is-killing-the-planet-8838098
http://www.infrastructurene.ws/2017/05/22/as-national-water-levels-drop-new-interventions-are-adopted/
https://phys.org/news/2017-05-human-induced-deforestation-malaria-cases.html
https://phys.org/news/2017-05-homo-naledi-surprisingly-young-age.html
https://phys.org/news/2017-05-homo-naledi-surprisingly-young-age.html
https://phys.org/news/2017-06-technique-date-prehistoric-southern-africa.html
https://phys.org/news/2017-06-technique-date-prehistoric-southern-africa.html
http://www.itweb.co.za/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=162286
http://www.twas-rossa.org.za/opportunities/applications/80-call-for-nominations-for-the-twas-regional-prize-2017-public-understanding-and-popularisation-of-science
http://www.twas-rossa.org.za/opportunities/applications/80-call-for-nominations-for-the-twas-regional-prize-2017-public-understanding-and-popularisation-of-science
http://www.who.int/entity/campaigns/world-blood-donor-day/en/index.html


communication materials can be found at http://www.who.int/tobacco/en/ (WHO) 

• NASA Wants You To Direct A Short Film Using Their Space Footage, submission 

 period starts on 1 June 2017 and ends on 31 July 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

• Rocket scientist wins South African Global Impact Challenge (IT Web) 

• Tshiamo Legoale, a geologist at Mintek, is the winner of FameLab SA 2017 (British 

Council) 
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Please forward this e-mail to your colleagues, business contacts and all interested persons! 

Send us your news 

The NSTF invites all our members, as well as all SET and innovation role players, to send us information 

on meetings, conferences and activities of interest to the broader S&T community. Please send us your 

news by the 20th of the month, for distribution at the beginning of the following month, 

to enquiries@nstf.co.za 

  

Feedback 

If you have any comments or suggestions on how we can improve this newsletter, please e-mail the 

NSTF Secretariat at enquiries@nstf.co.za  

 

About the NSTF 

The National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF), established in 1995, is a broadly-representative 

stakeholder body for all SET and innovation organisations in South Africa, which seeks to influence policy 

formulation and delivery. 

The NSTF-South32  Awards are unique in SA, recognising the outstanding contributions of individuals 

and groups to SET and innovation. 

The science bursaries page provides information on bursaries and bursary providers for science, 

engineering and related studies. 

 

Disclaimer 

The NSTF has taken all practical measures to ensure that the material contained in this newsletter is 

correct. The NSTF reserves the right to make changes as it deems necessary. 
Privacy 
Registration details submitted to the NSTF will be treated confidentially and will only be used by NSTF to 

communicate with its members and subscribers. 

 

For more information 

www.nstf.org.za 

E-mail: enquiries@nstf.co.za 

Tel: 27 12 841 3987 

Fax: 27 12 841 3025 

Non Profit Company Registration Number: 2007/029165/08 

NPO Registration Number: 92042 

Donor tax exemption for all donations to the NSTF 
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