
 

proSET (Professionals in science, engineering and technology) is a sector of the NSTF representing 
about 40 professional and learned societies. This section shares news about current members and 
introduces new members of the proSET sector.  
 

• NEW MEMBER: Operations Research Society of South Africa – ORSSA 

The Operations Research Society of South Africa (ORSSA) is the national professional 

body tasked with furthering the interests of those engaged in, or interested in, Operations 

Research (OR) and decision science activities. ORSSA is continually involved in matters 

which concern operations researchers. Membership includes a wide range of students, 

academics and practitioners across South Africa as well as corporate members. ORiON is the 

official journal of ORSSA and is published biannually. The Society awards a number of prizes 

and awards annually to recognise outstanding achievements in the field of Operations 

Research. A national conference is organised by the Society at different venues annually, 

usually during September, to serve as a forum for communication about OR. 

 

• SAICE questions the awarding of SANRAL tenders to foreign companies 
The South African Institution of Civil Engineering (SAICE) is deeply concerned by the 
recent awarding of tenders by the South African National Roads Agency (SANRAL) to joint 
ventures led by foreign companies. Four of the five tenders that were cancelled in June 2022, 
were awarded following an evaluation process conducted by the Development Bank of 
Southern Africa (DBSA). President of SAICE, Professor Marianne Vanderschuren, is 
concerned by the potential impact and cost to the economy and all South Africans. SAICE 
sent an open letter to President Cyril Ramaphosa about the matter. Read more. 

 

• Top future programmers shine at 2022 Programming Olympiad awards 
The South African Computer Olympiad (SACO) and the Institute of Information 
Technology Professionals (IITPSA) have announced the winners for the 2022 national 
Programming Olympiad, a challenge for high school learners who can use a computer 
programming language. Read more. 
 
 

• Proceedings and best papers of SAIIE 2022 Conference available  
The South African Journal of Industrial Engineering has just published its latest issue at 

http://sajie.journals.ac.za/pub. Visit the website to read the best papers presented at the 33rd 

Southern African Institute for Industrial Engineering (SAIIE) annual conference held from 3 to 5 

October 2022, as well as the 23rd annual Rapid Product Development Association of South Africa 

(RAPDASA) conference, joined by the 15th Robotics and Mechatronics (RobMech), the 33rd Pattern 

Recognition Association of South Africa (PRASA), and the 3rd South African Advanced Materials 

Initiative (CoSAAMI) conferences. This joint conference was held from 9 to 11 November 2022 in 

Somerset West. Proceedings of the SAIIE Conference are available here. 

 
 

• SANBI convenes Catchment Indaba 2022 
The South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) is convening the country’s catchment 

community to have its third Catchment-based Indaba on Ecological Infrastructure from 1 to 3 

https://nstf.org.za/current-members-proset/
http://www.nstf.org.za/memberships/professional-bodies-proset/
https://www.orssa.org.za/
https://saice.org.za/
https://infrastructurenews.co.za/2022/11/09/saice-questions-the-awarding-of-sanral-tenders-to-foreign-companies/
https://www.iitpsa.org.za/
https://www.iitpsa.org.za/
https://www.engineerit.co.za/article/top-future-programmers-shine-2022-programming-olympiad-awards?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=news-edition-2022-11-03&utm_content=article-title
http://sajie.journals.ac.za/pub
https://www.saiie.co.za/
https://comms.evlink9.net/servlet/link/16202/722868/152968024/3036057
https://www.sanbi.org/
http://comms.nstf-mail.com/servlet/link/375/32399/1120002/239789


November 2022 at the Olifants River Catchment. This catchment, known for the richness in diversity 

in plant species and ecosystems as it collects significant rainfall, is currently facing threats to its 

biodiversity. 


