
 

proSET (Professionals in science, engineering and technology) is a sector of the NSTF currently 
representing 43 professional and learned societies. This section shares news about current 
members and introduces new members of the proSET sector. 
  

• New co-chair for proSET 
The proSET committee appointed Dr Bertus Smith as the new co-chair after the resignation of 
Prof Syamala Krishnannair. He represents the Geological Society of South Africa (GSSA) and 
science on the committee. He is employed as Senior Lecturer in the Department of Geology at 
the University of Johannesburg. His alternate representative is Mr Tony Parry, representing the 
Institute of Information Technology Professionals South Africa (IITPSA) and information 
technology in general, on the proSET Committee. The Committee is composed of 
representatives of engineering, science, technology and STEM education. 

   
• proSET member booklet posted to NSTF members 

Printed copies of the proSET member booklet were posted to all NSTF members. The booklet is 
a handy information source and reference guide in easy-to-read format, aimed at facilitating an 
enhanced understanding of who is who of professional societies in science, engineering and 
technology (SET). 

   
• CESA responds to Cabinet reshuffle – Collaboration is key 

In commenting on the Cabinet Reshuffle by President Cyril Ramaphosa, Chris Campbell, CEO of 
Consulting Engineers South Africa (CESA) stated, “Our new Minister of Electricity, Kgosientsho 
Ramokgopa, needs to seize the opportunity for collaboration with the private sector for funding 
and with our member companies who have the technical knowledge and capability to deliver 
results with the speed that our country so desperately needs in order for economic growth”. Read 
more. 

   
• How to get into IT – IITPSA experts point the way 

South Africa is crying out for IT skills, and for young people considering careers in the sector, 
there are many paths they can take to ‘get into IT’. This is according to experts participating in a 
webinar hosted by the Institute of Information Technology Professionals South Africa (IITPSA). 
The IITPSA webinar on Careers in IT was staged to give young people insight into the IT career 
options available, and the skills and qualifications required for careers in IT. Read more. 

   
• Enter your school for the IITPSA Applications and/or Programming Olympiad 

The Applications Olympiad is a challenge for those who take CAT or the ICDL or are otherwise 
computer literate. Register here for the first round that takes place between 2 and 5 May 2023. 
The Programming Olympiad is a challenge for learners who can use a programming language 
like Scratch, Python, Java, C++ or Delphi. Register here for the first round that takes place 
between 24 and 28 July 2023. 

   
• Latest issue of IMIESA now available 

The latest issue of IMIESA, the official magazine of the Institute of Municipal Engineering of 
Southern Africa (IMESA) is now available. Read about building a capable construction sector, 
using data to fix South Africa’s water challenges, and more. 
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• Single Market of Engineers to be created 
The Engineering Council of South Africa (ECSA) announced that the Federation of African 
Engineering Organisations (FAEO), in the effort to harmonise standards and regulations for the 
engineering profession, will digitalise the engineering practitioners’ database. This will be done to 
build a reliable and trusted source of engineering services data through professional engineering 
institutions in Africa. Click here to read the media statement. 

   
• Dedicated cruise deepens offshore research capacity in South Africa 

A team of marine scientists has embarked on a multi-institutional and multi-disciplinary offshore 

expedition to develop the capacity of young southern African scientists and to collect data in 

outer shelf and deep-sea habitats. The expedition was designed by the emerging researchers 

and will contribute to several post graduate theses. It is led by young marine biologist, 

Luther Adams, who first joined the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) as an 

intern seven years ago. Read more 
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