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Top of the class in maths & science  
 

 

2022/2023 NSTF Brilliants Programme - for our future STEM 
leaders and innovators 

 

 

To celebrate Youth month, join the National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF) and 
pioneering sponsors in applauding the 26 first year students, selected from all nine 
provinces in South Africa for the NSTF Brilliants Programme. They are selected and 
recognised for their outstanding performance in matric physical science and mathematics, 
and their choices of further studies for STEM-related qualifications. (STEM = science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics.) 
  
The NSTF Brilliants Programme celebrates its 22nd year with 26 students! 
This unique annual programme is recognising 26 students this year for the NSTF Brilliants 
Programme, because of ties in four of the provinces. Gauteng sees four first year male 
students, three in engineering (civil and mechanical) and one in astronomy and 
astrophysics, who obtained 100% or 99% in the mentioned subjects! From the Western 
Cape, there are two first year female students, one in medicine and the other in electrical 
and electronic engineering, who both obtained an average of 99%! KwaZulu-Natal, also 
produced four first year male students, three in medicine and one in electrical and 
computer engineering, and the Northern Cape sees two first year male students, both 
studying engineering (mechatronics and mechanical), who achieved over 90%! (See the 
list below for their names). 
  
The current sole sponsor of the NSTF Brilliants Programme is the Department of Science 
and Innovation (DSI). 
 
Tour to science-related facilities: The Brilliants students are treated to an educational 
tour every year. This year the tour consists of visits to a variety of sites that will introduce 
the students to: palaeontology, radio-astronomy, nuclear energy and nuclear medicine, 
innovation in the IT space, and biodiversity conservation. In particular, they will visit the 
Wits Palaeontological Scientific Trust (PAST), The Origin Centre, Tshimologong Precinct, 
Radio Astronomy Observatory in Hartebeestpoort: HartRAO, Nuclear Energy Corporation 
of South Africa (NECSA), the new NuMeRi facility for research in nuclear medicine at 
Steve Biko hospital, Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens and the Bothongo Rhino & Lion 
Nature Reserve.  
The Brilliants Programme awardees: The NSTF and its sponsor takes pride in 
congratulating the students for the 2022/2023 NSTF Brilliants Programme as follows: 
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Ms Danielle Honiball 
Pearson High School 
MBChB (Medicine) 
Stellenbosch University (SU) 

Mr Gwiba Nonkenge 
Toli Senior Secondary School 
BEng (Mechatronics Engineering) 
University of Cape Town (UCT) 

Free State 

Ms Mia Coetzee 
Sentraal Secondary School 
MBChB (Medicine) 
University of Free State 

Mr Neo Mokoena 
Phiritona Secondary School 
MBChB (Medicine) 
UCT 

Gauteng 

Ms Boikanyo Khoza 
Modilati Secondary School 
MBChB (Medicine) 
Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University 

Mr Tebatso Herman Dilebo 
Tipfuxeni Secondary School 
BEng (Civil Engineering) 
UCT 

  Mr Brown Balaotse Kenalepe 
Moditela Secondary School 
BEng (Mechanical Engineering) 
SU 

  Mr Jeremias Elijah Lebipi 
Tipfuxeni Secondary School 
BEng (Civil Engineering) 
University of Johannesburg 

  Mr Matimba Manganyi 
Letlotlo Secondary School 
BSc (Astronomy and Astrophysics) 
University of the Witwatersrand (Wits) 

KwaZulu-Natal 

Ms Zemfundo Mthembu 
Adams College 
MBChB (Medicine) 
UCT 

Mr Lifalethu Sbonelo Zikode 
Masibumbane High School 
MBChB (Medicine) 
UCT 

  Mr Andile Gumede 
Adams College 
MBChB (Medicine) 
UCT 

  Mr Simphiwe Kubheka 
Emhlwaneni High School 
BEng (Electrical and Computer Engineering) 
UCT 

  Mr Mthokozisi Nkomo 
Impiyamandla Junior Secondary School 
MBChB (Medicine) 
University of KwaZulu-Natal 

Limpopo 

Ms Lutendo Portia Rambevha 
Thengwe Secondary School 
MBChB (Medicine) 
UCT 

Mr Phenyo Tlou Phukubje 
Taxila Combined 
MBChB (Medicine) 
UCT 

Mpumalanga 



 
  

Ms Lonia Maphutha 
Kwandebele Science Combined School 
MBChB (Medicine) 
UCT 

Mr Voninga Kwetsimani Maritze 
Acorn-Oaks Comprehensive High School 
MBChB (Medicine) 
UCT 

North West 

Ms Safiyyah Wadee 
Zinniaville Secondary School 
MBChB (Medicine) 
Wits 

Mr Tshepo Brian Mukhabele 
Matsukubyane Secondary School 
BEng (Mining Engineering) 
Wits 

Northern Cape 

Ms Lize-Mari Loots 
Hoërskool Diamantveld 
BSc (Dietetics) 
North-West University 

Mr Aaron Bobby Kunnath 
Hoërskool Noord-Kaap 
BEng (Mechatronics Engineering) 
SU 

  Mr Sinoxolo Ntsenge 
Hoërskool Pampierstad 
BEng (Mechanical Engineering) 
Wits 

Western Cape 

Ms Rachel Meiring 
Rhenish Girls’ High School 
MBChB (Medicine) 
UCT 

Mr Athenkosi Khonzani 
Centre of Science and Technology 
BEng (Electrical and Computer Engineering) 
UCT 

Ms Simone Anna-Mart Louw 
Bloemhof  Hoërskool 
BEng (Electrical and Electronic Engineering) 
SU 

  

 

Join the NSTF’s conversations on social media: 
•    Facebook: @NSTFSA 
•    Twitter: @NSTF_SA 
•    Instagram: @nstf_sa 
•    LinkedIn: National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF) 
•    YouTube: National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF) 
•    TikTok: nstf_sa 

 

 

About the NSTF 
The National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF), established in 1995: 

 

• is a broadly-representative stakeholder body for all science, engineering and technology 
(SET) and innovation organisations in South Africa 

• gathers stakeholders around burning issues of national and global interest, across the public 
and private sectors, including matters of public policy 

• includes a network of professional societies in SET and STEM education (STEM = science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics) - the  NSTF proSET membership sector. 

• recognises, awards and profiles the outstanding contributions of individuals and groups to 
SET and innovation through the prestigious NSTF Awards 

• runs and supports collaborative projects and youth outreach, including recognition of top 
performance in mathematics and science, role modelling, bursary and STEM career 
information 

• runs and supports the STEMulator.org which attracts youth and educators to 
Explore>Discover>Learn the world of STEM including careers. (Established by NSTF 
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proSET) 
  

For more information 
www.nstf.org.za 
E-mail: enquiries@nstf.org.za 
 
Disclaimer 
The NSTF has taken all practical measures to ensure that the material contained in this newsletter is 
correct. 
 
Privacy 
Registration details submitted to the NSTF will be treated confidentially and will only be used by NSTF to 
communicate with its members and subscribers, as required by the South African Protection of Personal 
Information Act. 
 
Non Profit Company Registration Number: 2007/029165/08 
NPO Registration Number: 92042 
Donations Tax exempt 
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