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Not	the	last	word	on	AI
Message	from	the	NSTF	Executive	Director,	Ms	Jansie	Niehaus
	
At	the	recent	Science	Forum	South	Africa	(SFSA),	the	audience	at	the	NSTF's
engagement	around	the	pitfalls	of	Artificial	Intelligence	(AI)	heard	good,	bad	and	ugly
news	about	AI	technologies.	Read	the	ED’s	message.
	

NSTF	News
Final	reminder:	Call	for	nominations	for	the	2024	NSTF-South32
Awards
The	NSTF	is	extending	a	final	call	for	nominations	for	the	26th	NSTF-South32	Awards.
Register	your	nomination	for	an	outstanding	contribution	to	science,	engineering,
technology	(SET)	and	innovation	in	South	Africa	(SA)	online	by	Thursday,	14
December.	This	is	the	first	step	in	a	two-stage	nomination	process.	The	NSTF	will
respond	with	the	official	category	nomination	form,	to	be	completed	by	6	March	2024.
South32	has	been	the	co-branding	sponsor	for	the	past	nine	years.
	
NSTF’s	theme	for	2024:	The	Fourth	Industrial	Revolution	(4IR)	in	South	Africa	(SA)
theme	was	chosen	in	response	to	new	developments	in	technology	and	its	uses
throughout	the	world	and	in	SA,	affecting	people’s	lives	and	opportunities.	A	Special
Annual	Theme	Award	will	be	made	for	an	outstanding	contribution	to	SET	and	innovation
through	research,	development	and	innovation	in	4IR	technologies	in	SA.
	
New	in	2024	–	Science	Diplomacy	for	Africa	Award:	The	NSTF	is	partnering	with	the
Department	of	Science	and	Innovation	(DSI)	and	the	Council	for	Scientific	and	Industrial
Research	(CSIR)	through	their	Science	Diplomacy	Capital	for	Africa	(SDCfA)	initiative,	on
a	new	award	for	Science	Diplomacy	for	Africa.	The	award	will	recognise	an	outstanding
contribution	to	SET	and	innovation	by	an	individual	or	a	team	in	SA	which	has	led	to
impactful	solutions	and/or	contributions	through	science	diplomacy	between	and	among
countries	for	the	benefit	of	SA	and	Africa.
	
For	more	information	on	how	to	register	and	what	is	new	this	year,	read	the	NSTF	Awards
media	release.
	
Today’s	research	…	tomorrow’s	innovation
	
NSTF	engages	the	media	to	raise	awareness
The	NSTF	updated	the	media	on	issues	that	arose	at	its	2023	Discussion	Forums:

The	NSTF	brought	experts	together	from	the	Presidential	Climate	Commission	(PCC),
public	entities,	industry	associations	and	researchers	to	discuss	the	current	electricity
crisis.	The	Transitions	in	SA’s	energy	provision	online	discussion	forum	took	place	from
22-23	August	2023	with	more	than	200	participants.	Read	the	media	release,	which
provides	a	summary	of	the	proceedings.

Following	its	successful	discussion	forum	on	the	Pitfalls	of	Artificial	Intelligence	(18–19
May	2023),	the	NSTF	was	invited	to	host	an	online	panel	session	on	the	same	topic	at
the	Science	Summit	of	the	78th	United	Nations	General	Assembly	(UNGA78)	held	in
New	York	on	15	September	2023.	Read	the	media	release.

In	collaboration	with	the	NSTF	Science	Councils	and	Statutory	Bodies	membership
sector,	which	consists	of	about	20	institutions,	a	discussion	forum	was	held	to	raise
awareness	of	how	publicly	funded	institutions	contribute	to	sustainable	socio-economic
development.	The	intention	was	to	showcase	the	ways	in	which	SA’s	state	funded
research	institutions	create	pathways	for	socio-economic	development.	Read	the
media	release.
	

Acknowledging	innovation	in	aviation
The	NSTF	alerted	the	media	to	the	International	Civil	Aviation	Day	on	7	December.	The
media	release	highlights	the	work	of	Dr	Reza	Mia,	who	won	the	2023	NSTF-South32
Award	for	Innovation:	SMME,	sponsored	by	the	National	Intellectual	Property
Management	Office	(NIPMO).	Dr	Mia	is	the	chairman	and	founder	of	Pegasus	Universal
Aerospace	(PUA)	that	has	created	a	prototype	of	a	futuristic	aircraft	that	can	take	off	and
land	vertically,	and	could	be	used	in	rescue	and	emergency	services.	Read	the	media
release.
	
Observing	International	Mountain	Day
The	United	Nations	annually	observes	International	Mountain	Day	on	11	December.	In
2023,	the	theme	is	“Restoring	Mountain	Ecosystems”.	The	NSTF	alerted	the	media	to	this
Day	of	Observance	and	urged	people	to	visit	the	mountain	ranges	in	SA	and	the
STEMulator.org	(project	of	the	NSTF	proSET	sector).	Visit	it	virtually	these	holidays,	at	no
cost!.	Read	the	media	release.

Report	from	Science	Forum
South	Africa	2023
The	Science	Forum	South	Africa	(SFSA)
2023	took	place	from	6-8	December	at	the
CSIR	International	Convention	Centre,
Pretoria,	South	Africa.	The	theme	for	the
Forum	was	Igniting	Conversations	About
Science	–	People,	Partnerships,	Priorities
for	the	Decadal	Plan.
	
The	NSTF	again	hosted	a	thematic	session
on	Pitfalls	of	Artificial	Intelligence	at	the
SFSA	on	7	December	2023	that	was
attended	by	about	300	delegates.	Look	out
for	the	media	release	summarising	the
salient	points.
	
The	NSTF	also	exhibited,	displaying	some
of	its	activities	such	as	discussion	forums,
the	NSTF-South32	Awards,	youth	outreach
(Share	n	Dare,	Brilliants	Programme,	and
the	bursary	directory).	The	STEMulator
also	attracted	much	attention	and	interest.
	
SET	for	socio-economic	growth!
	
Closure	of	NSTF	office	in
December
Please	note	that	the	NSTF	office	will	close
on	Thursday,	14	December	2023	at	13:00
and	will	reopen	on	Monday,	8	January
2024.	Thank	you	to	our	members	and
stakeholders	for	your	participation	in	our
activities	in	the	past	year.
	
We	wish	you	all	a	happy	and	restful	festive
season.
	
Videos	of	discussion	forum	on
Ocean	Science	now	available
The	NSTF	hosted	an	online	discussion
forum	on	ocean	science	for	sustainable
development	(NSTF’s	theme	for	2023)	on
15-16	November	2023.	The	videos	of	the
presentations	and	panel	discussions	of	this
event	are	now	available.

Make	your	voice	heard	on	SET-related
matters!

Join	the	NSTF	community
Learn	about	currently	relevant	issues	at
the	science-society-government
interface,	informed	by	research	and
evidence.	NSTF	organises	4-6
discussion	forums	a	year	on	topics	of
cross-cutting	interest	for	our	members.

If	your	organisation	is	an	NSTF	member,
enhance	the	voice	of	your	sector
through	involvement	on	NSTF
committees.

Support	a	credible,	trustworthy	non-profit
company	which	undertakes	community
service	projects	such	as	the	NSTF-
South32	Awards,	made	annually	to
researchers	and	SET	professionals	who
have	made	outstanding	contributions	to
SET	and	innovation	in	SA.	(SET	=
science,	engineering	and	technology.)

Support	engagement	with	school
learners	and	teachers.	We	arrange
platforms	for	role	models,	provide
bursary	information	and	our	careers
booklet	to	school	learners.	We	recognise
top	achievers	in	matric	physical	science
and	mathematics,	from	public	schools
across	the	country	with	our	Brilliants
Programme.

You	can	assist	in	expanding	the
STEMulator	–	an	interactive	learning
landscape	that	stimulates	learner
curiosity	in	the	science,	technology,
engineering	and	mathematics	(STEM)
world.

Publish	your	news	via	the	NSTF’s
monthly	e-newsletter

See	information	on	the	SET	landscape	in
the	proSET	members’	information
booklet,	which	provides	a	snapshot	of
what	the	entire	SET	spectrum	in	SA
entails.

Visit	the	Membership	section	on	the
website	for	more	information	about	this
unique	community.	To	join	the	over	130
member	organisations	of	the	NSTF,
contact:	Mr	Matome	Mphela.

Meet	our	Award	winners
Green	Economy	Award	–	Sponsored	by	the	Technology	Innovation	Agency	(TIA)
	
Prof	Andrew	Thatcher,	Professor	in	the	Psychology	Department,	School	of	Human	and
Community	Development,	University	of	the	Witwatersrand	(Wits)	won	the	Award	for	his
work	on	extending	our	understanding	of	Human	Factors	Ergonomics	or	“green
ergonomics”	to	consider	the	entire	Earth	system,	which	included	theoretical
developments,	empirical	investigations,	and	systematic	reviews	of	the	impact	of	these
activities	leading	to	mutually	supportive	human-natural	environment	systems.	Read	more.
	
“The	poorest	of	the	poor	in	South	Africa	live	in	constantly	changing	environments,
where	many	complex	and	dynamic	systems	interact	to	affect	their	well-being.”
	
Data	for	Research	Award
This	year,	the	award	in	this	category	was	made	to	the	Freshwater	Biodiversity
Information	System	(FBIS)	team,	Freshwater	Research	Centre	(FRC)	and	Kartoza.	Dr
Helen	Dallas	is	Executive	Director:	FRC;	and	team	leader:	FBIS.	They	were	recognised
for	their	ground-breaking	work	in	the	development	of	a	powerful,	open-access	system	for
hosting,	analysing	and	serving	freshwater	biodiversity	data	for	SA,	in	order	to	facilitate
freshwater	decision-making.	Read	more.
	
““We	wanted	to	create	a	space	that	brought	all	of	this	information	together;	all	of
these	huge	and	valuable	data	records,	to	be	reused	multiple	times	for	different
purposes.”

Meet	our	Brilliants	students	–
top	performers	in	STEM
Andile	Gumede 	is	studying	medicine	at
the	University	of	Cape	Town	(UCT).	He
matriculated	at	Adams	College	of
Education	in	KwaZulu-Natal.
	
“A	candle	doesn't	lose	anything	when
lighting	up	another	candle,	but	the	dark
space	becomes	luminous.	So	let	us	help
each	other,	work	hard	so	that	we	all
make	it	in	life.””
	
Danielle	Honiball	is	studying	medicine	at
Stellenbosch	University	(SU).	She
matriculated	at	Pearson	High	School	in
Gqeberha	in	the	Eastern	Cape.
	
“Big	dreams	require	hard	work.”
	
The	NSTF	Brilliants	Programme	is
sponsored	by	the	Department	of	Science
and	Innovation	(DSI)	and	the	South	African
Council	for	Natural	Scientific	Professions
(SACNASP).
	
SET	for	our	future	professionals!
	
Bursaries	available
Visit	the	NSTF	Bursary	Directory	for	the
latest	available	bursaries	in	science,
engineering	and	technology	(SET).
	
Undergraduate	bursaries:

ARUP	Bursary	Programme	(Deadline:	31
December	2023)

Hexagon	Trust	Bursary	Programme
(Deadline:	31	December	2023)

PG	Group	Bursary	Programme
(Deadline:	31	December	2023)

SANZAF	Bursary	Programme	(Deadline:
10,	15,	25	&	31	January	2024)

AECOM	Bursary	Programme	(Deadline:
15	January	2024)

Mercedes-Benz	Bursary	Programme
(Deadline:	26	January	2024)

Coca-Cola	Beverages	SA	(Deadline:	31
January	2024)

Food	For	Mzansi	Bursary	Programme
(Deadline:	31	January	2024)

SAAFOST	Bursary	Programme
(Deadline:	31	January	2024)
	

SET	for	life!

STEMulator	–	a	valuable
resource	for	teachers
To	educators	and	all	those	concerned	with
STEM	(science,	technology,	engineering,
and	mathematics)	education:	become	part
of	this	exciting	educational	initiative:	the
STEMulator,	freely	available	online
at	www.stemulator.org.	It	is	an	interactive
visual	portal	designed	to	spark	children’s
interest	in	the	STEM	world	and	careers,
through	a	virtual	landscape	packed	with
educational	animations,	photos,	videos	and
diagrams	for	a	hands-on	learning
experience.
	
The	STEMulator	is	also	a	valuable
resource	for	teachers	and	parents
committed	to	cultivating	the	next	generation
of	scientists,	engineers	and	innovators.
The	site	reveals	a	hidden	world	of	all	things
STEM,	for	learners	to	explore,	discover	and
learn	–	from	pumping	human	hearts	to	jet
engine	turbines,	from	microbes	to
mountains,	and	so	much	more.	The
STEMulator	includes	career	guidance
information	for	educators	to	integrate	into
their	classrooms.
	
We	encourage	subscribing	to	receive
updates	as	new	material	is	added.	You	are
also	invited	to	join	the	Facebook	group
where	educators	can	connect,	share	ideas
and	lesson	plans,	and	with	the	developers,
to	help	shape	the	future	of	this	educational
resource.	With	teacher	input	and	feedback,
the	STEMulator	team	can	continue
developing	the	virtual	school	on	the
landscape,	for	grades	4	to	12,	with	content
aligned	to	the	official	SA	curricula	for
mathematics,	natural	science,	physical
science	and	life	science.	This	work,	with
generous	sponsorship	from	the	Carl	and
Emily	Fuchs	Foundation	is	well	underway
and	will	be	completed	next	year.
	
Read	about	teachers	from	across	South
Africa	engaging	with	the	STEMulator
platform	at	the	SAICE	Bridge	Building
Competition.
	
Transport	and	construction
We	are	starting	to	gather	material	for	the
transport	and	construction	tiles,	as	well	as
expand	the	factory	area.	Anyone	with
suitable	educational	animations	is	welcome
to	submit	and	get	visible	acknowledgement.
Contact	Ms	Kgaugelo	Pule	to	find	out	more.
	
And,	if	your	child	gets	bored	over	the
holidays,	let	them	spend	an	interesting
hour	or	two	–	or	more!	-	exploring	the
wonderful	world	of	the	STEMulator.
	
Explore>Discover>Learn	–	inspiring	the
next	generation	of	STEM	professionals

proSET	(Professionals	in	science,	engineering	and	technology)	is	a	sector	of	the	NSTF
currently	representing	47	professional	and	learned	societies.	This	section	shares	news
about	current	members	and	introduces	new	members	of	the	proSET	sector.
	

IITPSA	names	SA’s	IT	Personality	of	the	year

Mamela	Luthuli,	Founder	and	CEO	of	Take	Note	IT,	has	been	named	South	Africa’s	IT
Personality	of	the	year	at	the	Institute	of	Information	Technology	Professionals	South
Africa	(IITPSA)	President’s	Awards	2023.Congratulating	this	year ’s	finalists	and	winners,
IITPSA	President	Senele	Goba	said	the	awards	theme	for	the	year:	‘IT	Visionaries:
Celebrating	the	ICT	Industry’s	Embrace	of	the	Future’,	recognised	those	ICT
professionals	who	drive	ICT	innovation	and	progress	in	South	Africa.	Read	more
(engineerit.co.za).
	

ECSA	pays	tribute	to	Johan	de	Koker	Pr	Tech	Eng

The	Engineering	Council	of	South	Africa	(ECSA)	is	saddened	by	the	passing	and	loss	of
an	extraordinary	Professional	Engineering	Technologist,	Mr	Johan	de	Koker	Pr	Tech	Eng.
Mr	de	Koker	was	appointed	the	Head	of	Department	(HOD)	of	Civil	Engineering
Technology	at	the	University	of	Johannesburg	(UJ)	and	later	appointed	in	the	role	Director
of	Energy	Research	from	2007	to	2017.	Mr	de	Koker	served	as	President	of	Institute	of
Professional	Engineering	Technologists	(IPET)	between	1994	and	2000,	and	President	of
the	South	African	Institute	of	Civil	Engineering	(SAICE)	in	2008,	and	upon	his	time	of
passing	he	was	still	serving	on	the	councils	of	both	these	organisations.	Read	more.
	

Design	Flood	Estimation	in	municipal	areas	in	South	Africa	–	IMESA	workshops
coming	soon

The	requirements	for	design	flood	estimation	in	urban	areas	are	changing	largely	as	a
result	of	the	pressure	placed	on	flood	prone	land	by	rapidly	expanding	urban
populations.	The	Institute	of	Municipal	Engineering	of	Southern	Africa	(IMESA)	will	be
presenting	one-day	workshops	on	this	topic	from	January	2024	in	Cape	Town,
Johannesburg/Pretoria,	Kimberley,	Gqeberha,	Durban/Pietermaritzburg,	George	and	East
London.	Dates	and	details	will	be	available	soon.	Read	more.
	

Physics	in	our	Everyday	Life	series:		Energy,	Load-Shedding,	Climate	Change
&	Rural	Development

Continuing	with	their	Physics	in	Everyday	Life	series,	the	South	African	Institute	of
Physics	(SAIP)	presents	a	mini-documentary	on	how	physics	can	help	address	energy,
load-shedding,	climate	change,	and	rural	development	challenges.	They	share	how
physics	contributes	to	improving	the	nexus	of	energy,	water,	climate	and	food	security.
View	the	mini	documentary	here	and	please	share.

SET-related	policies	currently	open	for	public	comment
Keep	informed	and	have	your	say
	

Draft	National	Water	Amendment	Bill	(Comment	by	16	January	2024)

Draft	Aquaculture	Development	Bill	(comment	by	16	January	2024)

Basic	Education	Laws	Amendment	Bill	(Comment	by	19	January	2024)

Upstream	Petroleum	Resources	Development	Bill	(Comment	by	30	January	2024)

Climate	Change	Bill	(Comment	by:	30	January	2024)
	

SET-related	policy	news
Some	articles	included	in	the	section	below	are	opinion	pieces.	The	opinions	expressed	in
these	articles	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	views	of	the	NSTF	Executive	Committee,
Directors,	Secretariat	or	Members.
	
4IR	and	information	technologies

Stringent	ethical	governance	regulations	needed	in	the	refurbished	IT	industry
(engineerit.co.za)

Will	AI	lead	to	the	age	of	wisdom	or	despair	in	South	Africa?	(news24.com)

	
Agriculture

Critical	that	government	leads	the	way	in	reforming	key	agriculture	sector
(dailymaverick.co.za)

	
Education

South	African	university	students	use	AI	to	help	them	understand	–	not	to	avoid	work
(theconversation.com)

	
Energy

Rapid	shift	to	renewable	energy	vital	for	electric	vehicle	transition,	says	Minister	Patel
(dailymaverick.co.za)

A	Review	of	Research,	Development	and	Innovation	of	Peaceful	Uses	of	Nuclear
Technologies	in	South	Africa	2023	(dst.gov.za)

Requirements	for	environmental	authorisation	for	renewable	energy	facility	published
(sanews.gov.za)
	

Environment	and	climate	change
Parliament	on	participation	at	COP28	(gov.za)

	
Infrastructure

Blue	Drop,	Green	Drop	and	No	Drop	reports	2023	(dws.gov.za)

South	Africa	water	quality	collapses	–	beware	the	taps	in	these	provinces
(businesstech.co.za)

The	Water	Mafia	crisis	sees	SA’s	most	vital	resource	under	threat	(engineerit.co.za)

The	events	posted	below	are	correct	as	far	as	we	could	establish	at	the	time	of	preparing
this	newsletter.	Please	check	the	relevant	websites	for	changes	to	dates	and	venues.

The	closing	ceremony	of	the	IYBSSD:	Switzerland	and	online,	15	December
2023,10:00-19:00.	Register	here.

53rd	Congress	of	the	Southern	African	Society	of	Plant	Pathology:	Golden	Gate
National	Park,	Free	State,	21-25	January	2024

AWS	Skills	Centre	Information	Session:	Webinar	for	Cape	Town-based	NPOs,	22
January	2024,	12:00

13th	South	African	Conference	on	Computational	and	Applied	Mechanics	(SACAM):
Stellenbosch,	22-23	January	2024.

RARE	X	–	Africa’s	leading	conference	on	rare	disease	treatment:	Johannesburg,	14-17
February	2024

Africa	Energy	Indaba:	Cape	Town,	5–7	March	2024.	It	will	feature	a	focused	Hydrogen
Forum.	

2024	Ocean	Decade	Conference:	Barcelona,	Spain,	10-12	April	2024

Water	Institute	of	South	Africa	Biennial	Conference	and	Exhibition:	Durban,	27-29	May
2024

Agbiz	Congress	2023:	Sun	City,	North	Werst	Province,	5-7	June	2024

The	XX	International	Plant	Protection	Congress	(IPPCATHENS2024):	Athens,	Greece,
1-5	July	2024

International	Astronomical	Union	(IAU)	General	Assembly	2024,	Promoting	Open,
Impactful,	and	Sustainable	Science:	Cape	Town,	6-15	August	2024

GCCE2024	-	Global	Congress	of	Chemical	Engineering:	To	sustainability	and	beyond:
Cape	Town,	6-11	October	2024

Some	articles	included	in	the	section	below	are	opinion	pieces.	The	opinions	expressed	in
these	articles	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	views	of	the	NSTF	Executive	Committee,
Directors,	Secretariat	or	Members.
	
Science	Councils	and	Statutory	Bodies

ASSAf:	The	November/December	2023	issue	of	the	SA	Journal	of	Science	is	now
available.	Read	about	South	Africa’s	Science,	Technology	and	Innovation	Decadal	Plan
2022–2032;	Novel	bioactive	compounds	from	black	sand	in	Egypt;	how	alcohol	sales
bans	affected	drinking	behaviour	during	COVID-19	lockdown;	and	more.

CSIR:	CSIR	and	IIE	sign	a	collaboration	agreement	focussed	on	skills	development	and
innovation	support	initiatives	leveraging	the	CSIR	Learning	Factory	(csir.co.za)

Research	study	offers	solutions	for	spring	management	in	groundwater	dependent
rural	communities	(csir.co.za)

NRF:	NRF	appoints	Dr	Thandi	Mgwebi	to	top	leadership	structure	(nrf.ac.za)

SAMRC:	Our	communities	are	not	yet	free	from	the	HIV/AIDS	epidemic	(samrc.ac.za)

HSRC:	Data	available	for	download:	National	Survey	of	Research	and	Development
Inputs	(R&D	survey)	(hsrc.ac.za)

Releasing	municipal	land	for	affordable	housing	(hsrc.ac.za)

Food	survey	shows	need	for	area-specific	interventions	in	SA	(hsrc.ac.za)

	
Higher	Education	Institutions

Phenotyping	labs	to	test	plant	responses	to	climate	change:	Controlled	environment
platforms	to	be	built	at	two	South	African	universities	(nature.com)

Bringing	home	the	expertise	to	tackle	TB	(uct.ac.za)

First	climate	change	synthesis	centre	for	Africa	launched,	hosted	at	UCT	(uct.ac.za)

UCT’s	groundbreaking	mechanical	engineering	isiXhosa	glossary	(uct.ac.za)

UP	scientists	lead	Mpumalanga	study	of	natural	hydrogen	gas	discovered	under
Earth’s	surface	(up.ac.za)

UP’s	FABI	marks	25	years	of	research	excellence	(up.ac.za)

Wits	Structured	Light	research	amongst	top	30	advances	in	optics	worldwide	in	2023
(wits.ac.za)

Molecular	biologist	new	Dean	of	Science	at	Stellenbosch	University	(sun.ac.za)

	
4IR	and	information	technologies

EU	strikes	deal	on	landmark	AI	law	(msn.com)

Millions	of	new	materials	discovered	with	deep	learning	(deepmind.google)
	

Biology
Golden	mole	that	swims	through	sand	is	rediscovered	in	South	Africa	after	86	years
(theconversation.com)
	

Energy
The	future	of	energy	lies	in	Africa’s	rich	uranium	deposits	(engineerit.co.za)
	

Environment	and	climate	change
Pivotal	moment	for	humanity	as	tipping	point	threats	accelerate	(wits.ac.za)

Top	10	Climate	Science	Insights	Unveiled	(wits.ac.za)

Forests	have	potential	to	store	more	carbon,	but	emissions	must	be	cut	(sun.ac.za)

	
Health	and	medicine

$1bn	plan	for	African	vaccine	manufacturing

#COP28:	The	spread	of	HIV	has	slowed	down	over	the	past	30	years.	Will	the	climate
crisis	change	that?	(bhekisisa.org)

Climate	Change	and	Epidemics	2023	Report	released	at	COP28	(sun.ac.za)

From	fatal	allergies	to	heart	attacks	and	malaria	–	the	devastating	health	effects	of
global	warming	in	Africa	(theconversation.com)

TB	vaccine:	WHO	expert	explains	why	it’s	taken	100	years	for	a	scientific	breakthrough,
and	why	it’s	such	a	big	deal	(theconversation.com)

	
Science	engagement

Countering	Misinformation	and	Sharing	Science	Effectively	(nationalacademies.org)

Sci-Enza’s	mobile	planetarium	tour	lights	up	interest	at	17	Tshwane	schools	(up.ac.za)

	
Opportunities

With	support	from	The	Kavli	Foundation,	the	Journal	of	Science	Communication
(JCOM)	is	preparing	a	special	issue	about	communicating	basic,	discovery	science.
The	journal	invites	researchers,	practitioners,	policymakers	and	funders	to	submit
contributions	to	science	communication	research,	practice	and	training	specifically
relevant	to	discovery	science.	Deadline	for	abstracts:	1	February	2024.	Find	the	full
call	for	abstracts	here.

EU-funded	PhD	opportunity	in	South	Africa	in	Wine	Science	Communication:
Opportunity	for	a	full-time	PhD	student	to	join	a	three-year	‘Eco2Wine’	Doctoral
Network	Programme,	starting	in	2024.	This	research	programme	will	focus	on	closing
the	gap	between	microbiomics,	winemakers	and	the	public.	The	student	will	be	based
at	Stellenbosch	University,	but	will	also	spend	time	with	project	partners	in	other	wine-
growing	regions	of	the	world.	Find	more	information	here.

The	Technology	Innovation	Agency	(TIA)	is	calling	for	applications	from
grassroots	innovators	looking	for	funding,	technical	assistance	and	support	for
developing	a	new	product	or	process	up	to	prototype	and	proof	of	concept	stage.
Closing	date:	15	December	2023.	Click	here	to	register	and	apply.

Companies	and	Intellectual	Property	Commission	calls	all	young	creators,	innovators
and	designers	to	apply	for	the	CIPC	Youth	IP	Awards.	Only	Youth	between	14	to	28
years	are	eligible	to	participate.	Deadline:	31	January	2024

TIA	Call	for	Proposals	in	agroprocessing:	Strengthening	the	adaptation	capacity	of
industry	for	a	green	and	resilient	economy	in	South	Africa.	The	Technology	Innovation
Agency	(TIA)	invites	local	innovators	with	cutting-edge	Growth-Stage	climate	change
adaptation	technology	solutions	focusing	on	the	agroprocessing	sector	at	large.	Read
more.

CSIR/TIA/DSI	Industrial	Biocatalysis	HUB	(IBH)	is	calling	for	an	expression	of
interest	from	SMMEs	entering	the	biocatalysis	sector	as	well	as	established
companies	to	grow	and	expand	biomanufacturing	capacity	to	meet	market	demands.
Closing	date:	29	March	2024	or	when	programme	reaches	capacity.

About	the	NSTF
	
The	National	Science	and	Technology	Forum	(NSTF),	established	in	1995:

	
is	a	broadly-representative	stakeholder	body	for	all	science,	engineering	and	technology	(SET)	and
innovation	organisations	in	South	Africa

gathers	stakeholders	around	burning	issues	of	national	and	global	interest,	across	the	public	and
private	sectors,	including	matters	of	public	policy

includes	a	network	of	professional	societies	in	SET	and	STEM	education	(STEM	=	science,
technology,	engineering	and	mathematics)	-	the		NSTF	proSET	membership	sector.

recognises,	awards	and	profiles	the	outstanding	contributions	of	individuals	and	groups	to	SET	and
innovation	through	the	prestigious	NSTF	Awards

runs	and	supports	collaborative	projects	and	youth	outreach,	including	recognition	of	top
performance	in	mathematics	and	science,	role	modelling,	bursary	and	STEM	career	information

runs	and	supports	the	STEMulator.org	which	attracts	youth	and	educators	to
Explore>Discover>Learn	the	world	of	STEM	including	careers.	(Established	by	NSTF	proSET)

For	more	information
www.nstf.org.za
E-mail:	enquiries@nstf.org.za

Disclaimer
The	NSTF	has	taken	all	practical	measures	to	ensure	that	the	material	contained	in	this	newsletter	is
correct.

Privacy
Registration	details	submitted	to	the	NSTF	will	be	treated	confidentially	and	will	only	be	used	by	NSTF
to	communicate	with	its	members	and	subscribers,	as	required	by	the	South	African	Protection	of
Personal	Information	Act.
	

Non	Profit	Company	Registration	Number:	2007/029165/08
NPO	Registration	Number:	92042
Donations	Tax	exempt
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