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International	Day	of	Women	and	Girls	in	Science
Opinion	piece	by	the	NSTF	communications	team
	
On	the	occasion	of	the	International	Day	of	Women	and	Girls	in	Science,	the	NSTF
proudly	highlights	the	journey	of	women	in	science	and	technology,	questioning	the
cultural	norms	that	hinder	their	representation	while	celebrating	the	remarkable
achievements	of	three	phenomenal	women	in	science	who	are	current	NSTF-South32
Award	winners.	Read	the	ED’s	opinion	piece.
	

NSTF	News
	
2024	Theme:	The	Fourth	Industrial	Revolution	(4IR)	in	South
Africa	(SA)
This	theme	was	chosen	in	response	to	new	developments	in	technology	and	its	uses
throughout	the	world	and	in	SA,	affecting	people’s	lives	and	opportunities.	A	Special
Annual	Theme	Award	will	be	made	at	the	2023/2024	NSTF-South32	Awards	for	an
outstanding	contribution	through	research,	development	and	innovation	in	4IR
technologies	in	SA.	A	NSTF	Discussion	Forum	is	planned	on	the	theme	for	October	this
year.	Join	the	NSTF	in	showcasing	the	contributions	made	by	South	Africans.
	
Observing	the	International	Day	of	Education
The	United	Nations	General	Assembly	(UNGA)	declared	24	January,	the	‘International	Day
of	Education’	in	December	2018.	The	theme	for	2024	is	‘Learning	for	lasting	peace’.	The
aim	of	this	significant	day	is	to	celebrate	the	role	of	education	in	fostering	peace	and
development.	The	NSTF	regards	education	as	critical	for	generating	the	high	level	skills
required	for	the	future,	as	well	as	nurturing	the	attitudes	and	personal	attributes	needed
for	a	more	humane	world.	The	NSTF	sees	STEM	education	as	particularly	important	and
promotes	these	subjects,	careers	and	role	models	among	the	youth.	(STEM	=	science,
technology,	engineering	and	mathematics.)	A	media	release	was	issued	to	observe	the
day,	which	highlighted	the	work	of	award-winning	public	commentator,	columnist	and
academic,	Prof	Jonathan	Jansen.	Among	other	things,	he	is	a	well-known	leader	in	the
scientific	community	through	his	chairship	of	the	Academy	of	Science	of	South	Africa
(ASSAf).	Prof	Jansen’s	commitment	to	education	has	earned	him	the	2023	Lifetime	Award,
at	the	prestigious	NSTF-South32	Awards.	He	is	a	Distinguished	Professor:	Education,
Stellenbosch	University	(SU).	Read	the	media	release.
	
Welcome	to	a	new	member
The	NSTF	is	pleased	to	welcome	a	new	member	under	the	Civil	Society	Sector:

South	African	Association	for	Marine	Biological	Research	(SAAMBR)
	

Join	the	NSTF’s	existing	cohort	of	over	130	member	organisations	involved	in	science,
engineering,	technology	(SET)	and	innovation	in	SA.	Visit	the	membership	section	on	the
website	for	more	information.
	
SET	for	socio-economic	growth!

NSTF	hosted	a	panel	session	at
SFSA	2023
The	Science	Forum	South	Africa	(SFSA)
2023	took	place	from	6-8	December	2023
at	the	CSIR	International	Convention
Centre,	Pretoria.	The	theme	for	the	Forum
was	Igniting	Conversations	About	Science	–
People,	Partnerships,	Priorities	for	the
Decadal	Plan.
	
When	it	comes	to	igniting	conversations
around	science,	the	NSTF	is	proud	of	its
ongoing	collaboration	with	the	Department
of	Science	and	Innovation	(DSI)	at	the
annual	SFSA.	The	NSTF	hosted	another
thematic	session	on	Pitfalls	of	Artificial
Intelligence	that	was	attended	by	about	300
delegates.	Look	out	for	the	media	release
summarising	the	salient	points.
	
The	NSTF	also	exhibited,	showcasing	its
activities	such	as	discussion	forums,	the
NSTF-South32	Awards,	youth	outreach
(Share	n	Dare,	Brilliants	Programme,		the
bursary	directory.	The	STEMulator
attracted	much	attention	and	interest.
	
Support	NSTF’s	non-profit	activities	and
participate!

NSTF-South32	Awards	achieve
a	record	number	of
registrations
Registrations	for	the	2023/2024	NSTF-
South32	Awards	are	now	closed	with	a
record	number	of	432	registrations	across
15	categories.	For	those	who	registered:
you	should	have	received	the	official
category	nomination	form/s,	to	be
completed	and	submitted	by	no	later	than	6
March	2024.	Nominees	will	be	announced
in	April	2024.
	
New	in	2024	–	Science	Diplomacy	for
Africa	Award:	The	NSTF	is	partnering	with
the	Department	of	Science	and	Innovation
(DSI)	and	the	Council	for	Scientific	and
Industrial	Research	(CSIR)	through	their
Science	Diplomacy	Capital	for	Africa
(SDCfA)	initiative,	on	a	new	award	for
Science	Diplomacy	for	Africa.	The	award
will	recognise	an	individual	or	a	team	in
South	Africa	(SA)	which	has	led	to	impactful
solutions	and/or	contributions	through
science	diplomacy	between	and	among
countries	for	the	benefit	of	SA	and	Africa.
This	is	significant	as	it	positions	the
outstanding	contributions	made	to	SET	and
innovation	in	the	context	of	the	Continent,
and	attracts	attention	and	recognition	from
diplomatic	communities.
	
Today’s	research	...	tomorrow’s
innovation

Meet	our	innovative	award	winners
Innovation	Award:	Small,	Medium	and	Micro	Enterprise	(SMME)	–	Sponsored	by
the	National	Intellectual	Property	Management	Office	(NIPMO)
	
Two	winners	were	crowned	in	this	Awards	category	in	2023.	They	are:

LignOrganic:	Mr	Tshepo	Mangoele	is	the	Chief	Executive	Officer	(CEO)	and	Founder
of	LignOrganic	which	won	an	award	for	their	revolutionary	biomass	conversion
technology.	The	company	is	helping	to	replace	chemicals	derived	from	fossil	fuels	with
biochemicals	such	as	lignin,	which	they	produce,	and	has	successfully	formulated	and
commercialised	as	a	skin	care	brand.	Read	more.
	

“Our	work	is	important	as	we	are	helping	the	world	move	from	using	fossil	fuels	to
using	more	plant-based	products”.

AND
Pegasus	Universal	Aerospace	team:	Dr	Mohamed	Reza	is	the	Chairman	and
Founder.	Pegasus	won	for	the	design	and	development	of	a	vertical	take-off	and
landing	aircraft	which	it	is	envisaged	should	create	between	7	000	and	11	000	new	jobs
and	the	development	of	the	necessary	skills	locally.	Read	more.
	

“Through	that	process	of	uncovering	new	ideas	and	new	channels,	we	were	able	to
do	things	that	people	in	other	countries	would	not	have	expected	us	to	be	able	to

do.”
	
LignOrganic	in	Quest	magazine
Quest	profiled	Mr	Tshepo	Mangoele	(see	above)	as	part	of	the	magazine’s	December
edition,	specifically	in	the	“The	Economy,	and	You”	segment	on	pages	20-21	in	Quest	Vol
19.4.
	
This	was	done	as	part	of	the	NSTF’s	Share	‘n	Dare	Programme	that	provides	platforms
for	our	award	winners	to	act	as	role	models	and	ambassadors	for	science,	engineering,
technology	(SET)	and	innovation	to	the	youth.
	
“It’s	crucial	to	begin	with	a	problem	that	people	encounter,	then	devise	a	solution
that	addresses	it	–	ensuring	there’s	a	user	base	for	the	solution.”

Bursaries	available
Visit	the	NSTF	Bursary	Directory	for	the
latest	available	bursaries	in	science,
engineering	and	technology	(SET).
	
Undergraduate	bursaries:

Fermel	Bursary	(Deadline:	24	February
2024)

South	African	Council	for	the
Architectural	Profession	(SACAP)
Bursary	(Deadline:	26	February	2024)

Africa	Wetu	Foundation	Bursary
(Deadline:	29	February	2024)
	

Postgraduate	bursaries:
South	African	Council	for	the
Architectural	Profession	(SACAP)
Bursary	(Deadline:	26	February	2024)

South	African	Association	of	Botanists
(SAAB)	Scholarship	(Deadline:	28
February	2024)

Gauteng	City	Region	Academy	(GCRA)
(Deadline:	29	February	2024)
	

Bursary	providers	can	notify	Ms	Seipati
Moleleki	of	any	SET-related	bursaries	that
become	available	to	feature	on	the	popular
NSTF	Bursary	Directory.

SET	for	life!

STEMulator
What	is	STEMulator?	STEMulator	is	a
unique,	interactive	website	designed	to
inspire	and	excite	youngsters	about	the
STEM 	world	and	careers	(Science,
Technology,	Engineering	and
Mathematics).
	
Latest	news:
STEMulator	had	the	privilege	of	exhibiting
at	the	Science	Forum	South	Africa	2023
(SFSA)	in	December.	SFSA	provided	a
platform	for	the	STEMulator	to	shine,
captivating	scientists,	educators,	learners,
policymakers,	and	enthusiasts	from	over	3
730	local	and	international	delegates	in
attendance.
	
Delegates	were	thrilled	to	witness	the	digital
demonstrations	of	the	STEMulator.	which
left	a	lasting	impression	on	attendees,
sparking	a	renewed	sense	of	enthusiasm
and	hope	for	the	future	of	STEM	education.
	
We	invite	you	to	join	us	in	our	cause	and
actively	participate	by	providing
contributions	and/or	donations,	which	will
enable	us	to	reach	more	young	minds	and
unlock	their	potential	for	STEM	subjects
and	careers.	Together,	let	us	empower	the
next	generation,	equipping	them	for	a
brighter	future.	Contact	Kgaugelo	Pule	for
more	info.

Explore>Discover>Learn	–	inspiring	the
next	generation	of	STEM	professionals

proSET	(Professionals	in	science,	engineering	and	technology)	is	a	sector	of	the	NSTF
currently	representing	about	47	professional	and	learned	societies.	This	section	shares
news	about	current	members	and	introduces	new	members	of	the	proSET	sector.
	

Falsehood	flies	and	truth	comes	limping	after	it

With	a	huge	number	of	elections	scheduled	worldwide	in	2024,	Josine	Overdevest,
Chairperson	of	Institute	of	Information	Technology	Professionals	South	Africa	(IITPSA)
Social	and	Ethics	Committee	highlights	the	enormous	risk	of	the	technology-enabled	rapid
spread	of	fake	news	and	our	role	as	IT	professionals	in	combatting	it.	Read	more.
	

The	Control	Conference	Africa	2024

The	3rd	Control	Conference	Africa	(CCA	2024),	hosted	by	the	South	African	Council	for
Automation	and	Control	(SACAC)	promotes	the	exchange	of	ideas	and	developments	in
control	engineering	in	Africa.	The	conference	will	take	place	on	16	and	17	September
2024,	with	post-conference	workshops	on	18	September	2024.	Read	more.
	

Empower	learners	through	maths:	SA	mathematics	challenge	and	olympiad
registration	open

The	South	African	Mathematics	Foundation	(SAMF)	is	thrilled	to	announce	the	opening	of
registration	for	two	prestigious	events:	the	South	African	Mathematics	Challenge	(SAMC)
and	the	South	African	Mathematics	Olympiad	(SAMO).	These	competitions,	integral	to
SAMF's	mission,	provide	a	platform	for	learners	to	display	their	mathematical	prowess	and
critical	thinking	skills.	Read	more.
	

CESA’s	new	President	David	Leukes	calls	for	translating	policy	into	action
ahead	of	SONA

In	a	media	address	held	in	Sandton,	north	of	Johannesburg,	Consulting	Engineers	South
Africa’s	(CESA)	newly	appointed	President,	David	Leukes,	emphasised	the	importance	of
translating	policy	into	action	ahead	of	the	South	Africa’s	State	of	the	Nation	Address.
Read	more.

SET-related	policies	currently	open	for	public	comment
Keep	informed	and	have	your	say!
	

Upstream	Petroleum	Resources	Development	Bill	(Comment	by	16	February	2024)

National	Small	Enterprise	Amendment	Bill	(Comment	by	16	February	2024)

Draft	Integrated	Resource	Plan	(Comment	by	24	February	2024)

Draft	Human	Settlements	White	Paper	(Comment	by	28	February	2024)

Gas	Amendment	Draft	Bill	(Comment	by	29	February	2024)

Draft	regulations	on	proposed	sectoral	numerical	targets
(Comment	by	02	May	2024)

SET-related	policy	news
Some	articles	included	in	the	section	below	are	opinion	pieces.	The	opinions	expressed	in
these	articles	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	views	of	the	NSTF	Executive	Committee,
Directors,	Secretariat	or	Members.
	
4IR	and	information	technologies

The	evolution	of	IT	Asset	Disposition	in	South	Africa	(engineerit.co.za)

National	Integrated	Cyberinfrastructure	Initiative	uses	big	data	for	scientific
development	(dst.gov.za)
	

Agriculture
SA	food	prices	likely	to	moderate	in	2024	(mg.co.za)

South	Africa’s	agricultural	trade	strategy	in	an	increasingly	fractured	world	(agbiz.co.za)

	
Higher	education

Three	South	African	universities	have	new	approaches	to	assessing	students:	why	this
is	a	good	thing	(theconversation.com)

	
Energy

Energy	transition	offers	once-in-century	potential	for	South	Africa	to
reindustrialise	(engineeringnews.co.za)

South	Africa	is	getting	new	load-shedding	rules	—	when	they	will	be
released	(mybroadband.co.za)

New	laws	bringing	big	changes	for	gas	power	in	South	Africa	(businesstech.co.za)

	
Environment	and	climate	change

Term	of	appointment	of	the	EAPASA	extended	(bizcommunity.com)

	
Health

800	Doctors	jobless:	department	blames	‘constraints’	(msn.com)
	

Infrastructure
Addressing	Fire	Safety	Concerns:	A	Critical	Examination	of	Regulatory	Compliance	in
Public	Buildings	(infrastructurenews.co.za)

Mining
Dept	of	Mineral	Resources	and	Energy	announces	mining	cadastre	provider
(dailymaverick.co.za)

The	events	posted	below	are	correct	as	far	as	we	could	establish	at	the	time	of	preparing
this	newsletter.	Please	check	the	relevant	websites	for	changes	to	dates	and	venues.

International	Conference	on	Environment	and	Life	Science,	Johannesburg,	Gauteng,
12-13	February	2024

SAIIE/ECSA:	Road	to	Registration	(Candidacy	&	Professional),	Online,	15	February
2024

SAMA	Annual	Conference	2024,	Johannesburg,	Gauteng,	15-17	February	2024

International	Conference	on	Natural	Science	and	Environment	(ICONSE-24),	Durban,
KwaZulu-Natal,	16-17	February	2024

An	SBI	Webinar:	AI	and	Small	Businesses:	Threats	and	Opportunities,	Virtual,	22
February	2024

International	Conference	on	Agricultural,	Biotechnology,	Biological	and	Biosystems
Engineering,	Durban,	KwaZulu-Natal,	23-24	February	2024

Transforming	Africa:	Innovating	our	way	towards	sustainability,	Johannesburg,
Gauteng,	26-29	February	2024

Prof	TE	(Eugene)	Cloete	presents	an	‘Academic	Leadership	Workshop’,	Pretoria,
Gauteng,	1	March	2024	(Prof	Cloete	won	the	2016/2017	NSTF-South32	Innovation
Award	for	his	teabag	water	filter	invention,	Rotoscope	and	other	projects.)

International	Conference	on	Environmental	Organic	Chemistry	(ICEOC	-	24),	Cape
Town,	Western	Cape,	6-7	March	2024

SEAD-SA	workshop	invitation:	What	data	is	needed	for	cities	to	thrive?	Pretoria,
Gauteng,	12-13	March	2024

Siyakhula:	Growing	Mathematics	in	Africa,	Cape	Town,	Western	Cape,	17-22	March
2024

International	Conference	on	Environment	and	Life	Science	(ICELS	-	24),	Durban,
KwaZulu-Natal,	28-29	March	2024

International	Conference	on	Integrated	Responses	to	the	Intensification	of	Extreme
Climate	and	Weather	Events	in	Developing	Economies,	Stellenbosch,	Western	Cape,
22-24	May	2024

Drone	and	Unmanned	Aviation	Conference	2024,	Johannesburg,	Gauteng,	6-7	June
2024

South	African	Society	for	Animal	Science	(SASAS)	54th	Annual	Congress:	East
London,	Eastern	Cape,	3-5	July	2024

34th	SAIIE	Conference:	Vanderbijlpark,	Gauteng,	14-16	October	2024

Some	articles	included	in	the	section	below	are	opinion	pieces.	The	opinions	expressed	in
these	articles	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	views	of	the	NSTF	Executive	Committee,
Directors,	Secretariat	or	Members.
	
Science	Councils	and	Statutory	Bodies

ARC:	From	harvest	to	table	sorghum	beer	(arc.agric.za)

ASSAf:	Leading	scientist	at	UP’s	Faculty	of	Veterinary	Science	inaugurated	as	member
of	the	Academy	of	Science	of	South	Africa	(up.ac.za)

ASSAf:	Explore	the	Frontiers	of	Safeguarding	Research	Participants	with	the
Application	of	Research	Ethics	Principles	from	the	Latest	CIOMS	Guidelines
(assaf.org.za)

CSIR:	Qfrency	TTS:	Technological	symphony	crafting	connections	and	changing	lives
(csir.co.za)

GEOSCIENCE:	Release	of	Geochemical	Synthesis	Reports	(geoscience.org.za)

HSRC:	Fieldwork	lessons	from	the	2023	Agrarian	Household	Survey	(hsrc.ac.za)

HSRC:	Wind	energy	in	SA:	Balancing	global	expertise	and	inclusivity	(hsrc.ac.za)

Mintek:	Mintek	Board	Reappoints	Dr	Molefi	Motuku	as	CEO	(mintek.co.za)

NRF:	Dr	Sepo	Hachigonta	Appointed	Chair	of	the	IIASA	Council	Membership	Committee
(nrf.ac.za)

NRF:	DSI,	NRF-SAIAB	Launch	Cutting-edge	Marine	Science	Laboratory	at	WSU
(nrf.ac.za)

SAMRC:	BRILLIANT	Consortium	holds	its	first	in-person	meeting	in	Cape	Town,	South
Africa		(samrc.ac.za)

SAMRC:	Prof	Ntobeko	Ntusi	to	take	over	the	reigns	at	the	SAMRC	(sanews.gov.za)

SANSA:	SANSA:	Over	a	decade	of	excellence	in	HF	communications	(sansa.org.za)

	
Higher	Education	Institutions

University	of	Johannesburg	to	use	facial	recognition	tech	during	registration	to	combat
fraud	(iol.co.za/)

	
4IR	and	information	technologies

AI	integration	into	CCM	is	about	digital	transformation	(bizcommunity.com)

SA's	slow	WiFi	standards	adoption	is	a	feature,	not	bug	for	WiFi	7	(bizcommunity.com)

Senior	lecturer	explores	impact	of	4IR	on	academia	(news.nwu.ac.za)

	
Agriculture	and	food	security

WSU	marine	lab	to	address	food	insecurity	(wsu.ac.za)

	
Archeology	and	paleontology

3D	scanning:	We	recreated	a	sacred	South	African	site	(wits.ac.za)

	
Basic	education

Transforming	pre-service	teacher	education	with	VR	and	Learning	Analytics	(uj.ac.za)

	
Energy

Africa	Energy	Indaba	seeks	solutions	to	power	price	surge	(energize.co.za)

A	third	of	Rhovan	mine	to	be	powered	by	solar	(energize.co.za)

Thyspunt	nuclear	for	energy	and	employment	(energize.co.za)
	

Environment	and	climate	change
How	do	animals	survive	natural	hazards	like	cyclones?	(wits.ac.za)

Nature	conservationists	are	concerned	about	pangolin	poaching	in	SA	(sabcnews.com)

New	study	highlights	urgent	conservation	efforts	needed	to	preserve	world	heritage
status	of	isimangaliso	wetland	(ufh.ac.za)

Southern	Africa	looks	set	to	dodge	latest	El	Niño	bullet	(dailymaverick.co.za)

Wetlands	are	superheroes:	expert	sets	out	how	they	protect	people
and	places	(theconversation.com)

Rapid	water	lettuce	spread	threatens	Vaal	River	—	weevils	could	be
the	solution	(dailymaverick.co.za)

	
Health	and	medicine

Accelerate	use	of	nuclear	medicine	as	primary	diagnostic,	therapeutic	modality
(uct.ac.za)

Advancing	paediatric	antibiotic	research	(wits.ac.za)

Africa-Europe	CoRE-GHA	Consortium	experts	convene	at	SU	to	advance	genomic
research	(sun.ac.za)

Cholera	on	the	rise	with	46	suspected	cases	and	five	lab-confirmed	ones
(businesslive.co.za)

Cholera	Frequently	Asked	Questions	(nicd.ac.za)

Prevention,	digital	access,	and	patient-centred	care	(bizcommunity.com)

THE	2022	ANTENATAL	HIV	SENTINEL	SURVEY	(nicd.ac.za)

Want	to	make	sense	of	SA’s	2022	antenatal	HIV	survey?	We’ve	got	you	(bhekisisa.org)

World	Cancer	Day:	Genetic	testing,	better	healthcare	can	help	improve	cancer
treatment	(sun.ac.za)

Advancing	evidence-based	health	care	guidelines	(sun.ac.za)

	
Mining

African	Mining	Indaba	2024	opens	in	Cape	Town	(dst.gov.za)

Minerals	Council	welcomes	DMRE’s	appointment	of	service	provider	to	revitalise
mineral	rights	(msn.com)

Mining	Indaba	2024:	A	call	for	action	in	South	Africa’s	mining	sector	(miningreview.com)

Mining	Indaba	2024:	Mantashe	unveils	bold	vision	for	SA’s	mining	renaissance
(miningreview.com)

	
Science	engagement

Using	social	media	to	build	confidence	in	vaccines:	lessons	from	community
engagement	and	social	science	research	in	Africa	(samrc.ac.za)
	

Space	science	and	Astronomy
Journey	to	the	stars	—	South	Africa’s	new	astronomers	unlocking	secrets	of
the	cosmos	(dailymaverick.co.za)

	
Opportunities

The	call	for	applications	for	a	postdoctoral	focused	on	exploring	and
understanding	the	role	of	research	scientists	in	public	engagement	with	science	is
currently	open.	This	research	forms	part	of	a	collaboration	between	the	Kavli	Centre	for
Ethics,	Science,	and	the	Public	(KCESP)	at	the	University	of	Cambridge,	Wellcome
Connecting	Science	(WCS)	and	Stellenbosch	University	(SU).The	position	is	at
Stellenbosch	University,	South	Africa,	and	the	successful	candidate	will	work	closely
with	Professor	Marina	Joubert	at	the	Centre	for	Research	on	Evaluation,	Science	and
Technology	(CREST).	The	closing	date	is	21	February	2024.	Find	more	information
here.

Apply	now	for	the	NACI	PhD	scholarships:	The	National	Advisory	Council	on
Innovation	(NACI)	has	been	awarded	funding	for	PhD	scholarships	by	the	National
Research	Foundation	(NRF)	for	studies	relating	to	STI	policy	of	interest	to	NACI.	NACI
is	offering	the	opportunity	for	two	PhD	candidates	at	the	beginning	of	the	2024
academic	year	to	participate	in	its	activities	through	scholarships.	To	apply,	please	send
a	short	CV	to	Prof	Anastassios	Pouris	(anastassios.pouris@up.ac.za)	by	24	February
2024.	Find	more	information	here.

The	International	Council	of	Academies	of	Engineering	and	Technological
Sciences	(CAETS)	Communication	Prize	2024:	To	encourage	technological
scientists	and	engineers	to	effectively	communicate	in	a	simple	and	engaging	manner
with	general	audiences,	with	a	focus	on	young	people	and	students,	the	CAETS
Communication	Committee	has	established	the	annual	CAETS	Communication	prize	for
the	best	short	videos	of	no	more	than	5	minutes	in	length	explaining	the	societal
importance	of	technological	breakthroughs	and	engineering	successes.	The	prize	will
cover	the	registration	fee	to	the	annual	conference	as	well	as	travel,	accommodation
(up	to	$5000	USD)	in	addition	to	a	$5000	USD	monetary	award.	Closing	date:	24
February	2024.	Read	more.

Call	for	applications	to	women	owning	SMMEs:	AWIEF	Growth	Accelerator	for
South	Africa,	in	partnership	with	Nedbank	is	calling	for	application	for	the	2024	cohort.
AWIEF	Growth	Accelerator	is	a	flagship	enterprise	development	programme	designed
to	support	early-stage	and	high-growth-oriented	women-owned	and	women-led	small
and	medium-sized	enterprises	(WSMEs)	with	growth	strategy	training,	corporate
advisory,	mentoring,	networks,	and	access	to	finance.	The	closing	date	is	3	March
2024.	Find	more	information	here.

Call	for	Conference	papers/presentations:	The	MINTEK@90	Conference,
scheduled	for	11-12	November	2024,	at	the	Sandton	Convention	Centre,	in	partnership
with	the	Southern	African	Institute	of	Mining	and	Metallurgy	(SAIMM)	and	the
Department	of	Minerals	and	Energy,	commemorates	90	years	of	Mintek's	significant
contributions	to	mineral	and	metallurgical	innovation.	Prospective	presenters	are
invited	to	contribute	to	the	Mintek@90	Conference	by	submitting	abstracts,	papers,	or
presentations	aligned	with	the	conference	themes.	Find	more	information	here.
Submission	of	Abstracts:	12	April	2024,	Acceptance	of	Abstracts:	12	May	2024,
Submission	of	Papers:	5	August	2024,	Review	Complete:	7	October	2024.

Call	for	papers	for	a	special	issue	on	Sustainable	Food	Systems:	South	African
Journal	of	Science	(SAJS)	invites	review	and	research	articles	on	all	aspects	of
modernised	food	production	(e.g.	the	contribution	to	climate	change),	and	provision
and	consumption	across	the	food	system	in	different	food	environments,	including:	food
availability;	food	production;	food	choice	behaviour;	nutrition,	dietary	quality	and	health;
food	safety	and	wastage;	food	security	(e.g.	mathematical	modelling,	the	importance	of
climate	change	and	water	effects);	farming	of	indigenous	crops;	and	sustainability	of
commercial	farming.	For	more	information	on	how	to	submit	click	here.	Deadline:	30
June	2024.

Registration	and	submission	of	abstracts	for	SAIP2024	Conference	now
open:	South	African	Institute	of	Physics	(SAIP)	is	pleased	to	announce	the	opening	of
registration	and	call	for	abstracts	for	the	68th	Annual	conference	of	the	SAIP	to	be	held
at	Rhodes	University,	Grahamstown\Makhanda	from	1-	5	July	2024.	Find	more
information	here.

Google	PhD	Fellowship	‘Hail	Mary’	proves	successful	for	UCT	student	(uct.ac.za)

About	the	NSTF
	
The	National	Science	and	Technology	Forum	(NSTF),	established	in	1995:

	
is	a	broadly-representative	stakeholder	body	for	all	science,	engineering	and	technology	(SET)	and
innovation	organisations	in	South	Africa

gathers	stakeholders	around	burning	issues	of	national	and	global	interest,	across	the	public	and
private	sectors,	including	matters	of	public	policy

includes	a	network	of	professional	societies	in	SET	and	STEM	education	(STEM	=	science,
technology,	engineering	and	mathematics)	-	the		NSTF	proSET	membership	sector.

recognises,	awards	and	profiles	the	outstanding	contributions	of	individuals	and	groups	to	SET	and
innovation	through	the	prestigious	NSTF	Awards

runs	and	supports	collaborative	projects	and	youth	outreach,	including	recognition	of	top
performance	in	mathematics	and	science,	role	modelling,	bursary	and	STEM	career	information

runs	and	supports	the	STEMulator.org	which	attracts	youth	and	educators	to	Explore>Discover>Learn
the	world	of	STEM	including	careers.	(Established	by	NSTF	proSET)

For	more	information
www.nstf.org.za
E-mail:	enquiries@nstf.org.za

Disclaimer
The	NSTF	has	taken	all	practical	measures	to	ensure	that	the	material	contained	in	this	newsletter	is
correct.

Privacy
Registration	details	submitted	to	the	NSTF	will	be	treated	confidentially	and	will	only	be	used	by	NSTF	to
communicate	with	its	members	and	subscribers,	as	required	by	the	South	African	Protection	of
Personal	Information	Act.
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