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Top	of	class	in	maths	&	science:	Students
selected	for	the	2024	NSTF	Brilliants	Programme
and	LIYSF
	
2023/2024	NSTF	Brilliants	Programme	–	for	our	future	STEM
leaders	and	innovators
	
The	NSTF	Brilliants	Programme	celebrates	Freedom	Month	with	20	top	students
selected!	Join	the	National	Science	and	Technology	Forum	(NSTF)	and	the	Department
of	Science	and	Innovation	(DSI)	in	applauding	the	20	first	year	students,	selected	from	all
nine	provinces	in	South	Africa	(SA)	for	the	2024	NSTF	Brilliants	Programme.	This	annual
programme	is	unique	to	the	NSTF	–	it	selects	and	recognises	students	for	their
outstanding	performance	in	the	National	Senior	Certificate	(NSC)	examinations	in	physical
science	and	mathematics,	and	their	choices	of	studies	in	STEM	(science,	technology,
engineering	and	mathematics)	related	courses.	The	sponsor	of	the	NSTF	Brilliants
Programme	is	the	national	Department	of	Science	and	Innovation	(DSI).
	
Three	students	are	on	their	way	to	London	in	July-August!	The	NSTF	is	excited	to
announce	that	its	partnership	with	the	London	International	Youth	Science	Forum	(LIYSF)
continues	for	a	second	time	for	selected	students	of	the	NSTF	Brilliants	Programme	to
participate	in	the	LIYSF	in	London	this	year.	The	London	STEM	Summer	Camp	at	the
LIYSF	will	be	held	from	24	July	to	7	August	2024	at	Imperial	College	London.	The	15-day
programme	welcomes	about	500	of	the	best	young	science	students,	aged	16-21	years
old,	from	over	80	countries	each	summer	in	London.	LIYSF	2024	will	explore	future
developments	in	the	sciences,	with	lecture	demonstrations,	specialist	seminars	and
debates	led	by	a	team	of	scientists	and	experts.	Attendance	of	the	LIYSF	is	also
sponsored	by	the	DSI.
	
The	three	extraordinary	students	who	are	selected	to	participate	at	the	LIYSF
are:
Ms	Faith	Nonkazimulo	Mdlovu,	studying	medicine	at	the	University	of	Pretoria	(UP),
who	matriculated	at	Khutsalani	Secondary	School	in	Mpumalanga	Province

Ms	Romana	Suliman,	studying	medicine	at	the	University	of	the	Witwatersrand	(Wits),
who	matriculated	at	Lenasia	Secondary	School	in	Gauteng	Province

Mr	Rialivhuwa	Khakhu,	studying	computer	science	and	computer	engineering	at	the
University	of	Cape	Town	(UCT),	who	matriculated	at	Thengwe	Secondary	School,
Limpopo	Province

	
The	2024	Brilliants	students:	The	NSTF	is	recognising	20	students	this	year	for	the
NSTF	Brilliants	Programme	with	ties	in	two	of	the	provinces,	namely	Gauteng	and
Mpumalanga.	Here	are	their	key	statistics:
Their	average	in	Grade	12	(NSC)	maths	and	physical	science	is	98%.

Enrolling	for	further	studies	in	STEM:	45%	are	studying	medicine,	30%	engineering
and	25%	other	STEM	courses.

Where	are	they	studying?	35%	is	enrolled	at	UCT,	25%	at	Stellenbosch	University
(SU),	10%	at	Wits,	10%	at	the	University	of	Johannesburg	(UJ);	and	1	student	each	at
UP,	Sefako	Makgatho	Health	Science	University	(SMU),	University	of	KwaZulu-Natal
(UKZN)	and	University	of	Free	State	(UFS).

What	do	they	look	like?	75%	are	black	and	25%	white.

Gender:	55%	female 	and	45%	male.

What	kind	of	schools	did	they	attend?
60%	are	from	quintile	1-3	schools

45%	are	from	quintile	1-2	schools

40%	are	from	quintile	5	and	4	(well-resourced)	schools

35%	are	from	quintile	5	(best	resourced)	schools

20%	from	quintile	1	(least	resourced	schools)

Life	Sciences:	90%	of	students	also	took	Life	Sciences	in	matric	and	their	average	for
the	subject	is	93%.
	

Tour	to	science-related	facilities:	A	further	prize	for	all	the	Brilliants	students	is	a
STEM-related	educational	tour	every	year.	This	year	the	tour	consists	of	visits	to	a	variety
of	Western	Cape	sites	that	will	introduce	the	students	to	space	science,	biodiversity,
medical	history,	nuclear	science/medicine	and	agro-processing.	Details	are	to	be
confirmed!

The	Brilliants	students	are	invited	to	attend	the	prestigious	annual	NSTF-South32	Awards
Gala	Event,	hosted	in	both	Cape	Town	and	Johannesburg	simultaneously.	The	NSTF-
South32	Awards,	known	as	the	‘Science	Oscars	of	South	Africa’,	recognises	the	top
professionals	in	science,	engineering	and	technology	in	South	Africa.	The	gala	event	is
live-streamed	from	both	cities	to	ensure	wide	coverage	of	the	event.	Four	of	the	students
are	selected	to	address	the	audience	on	their	life	stories	and	why	they	have	chosen
STEM-related	courses.

We	are	looking	forward	to	interacting	with	these	talented	young	people	during	2024,	and
can’t	wait	to	see	what	they	do	with	their	opportunities!

The	Brilliants	programme	awardees:	The	NSTF	and	its	sponsor	take	pride	in
congratulating	the	students	selected	for	the	2023/2024	NSTF	Brilliants	Programme	as
follows:

	
Eastern	Cape

Ms	Heila	Tara	Oosthuizen
Hoërskool	(High	School)	Framesby
MBChB	(Medicine)
Stellenbosch	University	(SU)
Bursary:	Eastern	Cape	Office	of	the
Premier	and	SU	Vice-Chancellor's
Scholarship

	

Mr	Sandiso	Mcoseleli	Gwanya
Jojo	Senior	Secondary	School	(SS)
MBChB	(Medicine)
University	of	KwaZulu-Natal	(UKZN)
Bursary:	Eastern	Cape	Department	of
Education	and	UKZN	6A’s	Merit	Award

Free	State

Ms	Rearabetswe	Angel	Motselebane
Senakangwedi	SS
MBChB	(Medicine)
University	of	Free	State	(UFS)
Bursary:	UFS	Admission	Point	Score	Merit
Bursary

Mr	Kamohelo	Katleho	Neo	Mosikili
Selelekela	SS
BSc	(Computer	Science,	Data	Science	&
Statistics)
University	of	Cape	Town	(UCT)
Bursary:	FirstRand	Foundation	Trust	and
UCT	Vice-Chancellor ’s	Scholarship

Gauteng

Ms	Nompumelelo	Amkelo	Hlongwane
Katlehong	Technical	Senior	School
BEng	(Chemical	Engineering)
UCT
Bursary:	Moshal	Scholarship

Ms	Romana	Suliman
Lenasia	SS
MBChB	(Medicine)
Wits
Bursary:	Vice-Chancellor's	Scholarship

Mr	Lebogang	Usher	Selepe
Phateng	SS
MBChB	(Medicine)
UCT

KwaZulu-Natal

Ms	Nomfundo	Neliswa	Mthembu
Ntulabakayise	SS
MBChB	(Medicine)
UCT
Bursary:	FirstRand	Foundation	Trust	and
UCT	Vice-Chancellor's	Scholarship

Mr	Bonukwenza	Thandolwethu	Mtshali
Kadwa	SS
MBChB	(Medicine)
UCT
Bursary:	FirstRand	Foundation	Trust	and
UCT	Vice-Chancellor ’s	Scholarship

Limpopo

Ms	Maite	Fiona	Komane
Mmalesiba	SS
MBChB	(Medicine)
Sefako	Makgatho	Health	Science	University
(SMU)
Bursary:		Maruleng	Municipality	Bursary
Scheme

Mr	Rialivhuwa	Khakhu
Thengwe	SS
BSc	(Computer	Science	and	Computer
Engineering)
UCT
Bursary:	Sasol	Foundation	Bursary	and
UCT	Science	Faculty	Entrance	Scholarship

Mpumalanga

Ms	Nina	Venter
Hoërskool	(High	School)	Nelspruit
BSc	(Molecular	Biology	and	Biotechnology)
SU
Bursary:	SU	Merit	Award

Ms	Faith	Nonkazimulo	Mdlovu
Khutsalani	SS
MBChB	(Medicine)
University	of	Pretoria	(UP)
Bursary:	Mpumalanga	Department	of
Education	Bursary

Mr	Hlompho	Innocent	Abel	Matuludi
Somsuswa	SS
BEng	(Aeronautical	Engineering)
Wits
Bursary:	Standard	bank

North	West

Ms	Nompumelelo	Menyatso		
Boitekong	Ii	SS
BEng	(Civil	Engineering)
UCT
Bursary:	Masakh’iSizwe	Bursary	and	UCT
Faculty	Entrance	Scholarship

Mr	Ofentse	Collen	Mdau
Zacharia	Mankgatleng	SS
BSc	(Applied	Mathematics)
University	of	Johannesburg	(UJ)

Northern	Cape

Ms	Corlene	Maass
Hoërskool	(High	School)	Duineveld
BSc	(Biomedical	Mathematical	Sciences)
SU

Mr	Amogelang	Katlego	Modisadife
High	School	Thabane
BSc	(Physics	and	Geology)
UJ
Bursary:	UJ	Merit	Bursary	Orange	Carpet
Program

Western	Cape

Ms	Melissa	Muller
Rhenish	Girls’	High	School
BEng	(Mechatronics	Engineering)
SU
Bursary:	FirstRand	Foundation	Trust,	SU
Vice-Chancellor ’s	Award	and	Cape
Winelands	District	Municipality	Top
Achievers	Award

Mr	Jared	Ryan	Benn
Wynberg	Boys	High	School
BEng	(Chemical	Engineering)
SU
Bursary:	DW	Ackermann	Bursary	and	SU
Vice-Chancellor ’s	Award

Join	the	NSTF’s	conversations	on	social	media:
Facebook:	@NSTFSA

X:	@NSTF_SA

Instagram:	@nstf_sa

LinkedIn:	National	Science	and	Technology	Forum	(NSTF)

YouTube:	National	Science	and	Technology	Forum	(NSTF)

TikTok:	nstf_sa

About	the	NSTF
	
The	National	Science	and	Technology	Forum	(NSTF),	established	in	1995:

	
is	a	broadly-representative	stakeholder	body	for	all	science,	engineering	and	technology	(SET)	and
innovation	organisations	in	South	Africa

gathers	stakeholders	around	burning	issues	of	national	and	global	interest,	across	the	public	and
private	sectors,	including	matters	of	public	policy

includes	a	network	of	professional	societies	in	SET	and	STEM	education	(STEM	=	science,
technology,	engineering	and	mathematics)	-	the		NSTF	proSET	membership	sector.

recognises,	awards	and	profiles	the	outstanding	contributions	of	individuals	and	groups	to	SET	and
innovation	through	the	prestigious	NSTF	Awards

runs	and	supports	collaborative	projects	and	youth	outreach,	including	recognition	of	top
performance	in	mathematics	and	science,	role	modelling,	bursary	and	STEM	career	information

runs	and	supports	the	STEMulator.org	which	attracts	youth	and	educators	to
Explore>Discover>Learn	the	world	of	STEM	including	careers.	(Established	by	NSTF	proSET)

For	more	information
www.nstf.org.za
E-mail:	enquiries@nstf.org.za

Disclaimer
The	NSTF	has	taken	all	practical	measures	to	ensure	that	the	material	contained	in	this	newsletter	is
correct.

Privacy
Registration	details	submitted	to	the	NSTF	will	be	treated	confidentially	and	will	only	be	used	by	NSTF
to	communicate	with	its	members	and	subscribers,	as	required	by	the	South	African	Protection	of
Personal	Information	Act.
	

Non	Profit	Company	Registration	Number:	2007/029165/08
NPO	Registration	Number:	92042
Donations	Tax	exempt
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