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Finalists	announced:
NSTF-South32	Awards	2023/2024
Recognising	excellence	and	outstanding	contributions	to
science,	engineering,	technology	(SET)	and	innovation	by
individuals,	teams	and	organisations	in	South	Africa	(SA)
#NSTFawards2024
	
The	National	Science	and	Technology	Forum	(NSTF)	is	honoured	to	announce	the
finalists	contending	for	the	prestigious	2023/2024	NSTF-South32	Awards.	This	is	the	26th
	year	of	the	annual	NSTF-South32	Awards,	known	as	the	‘Science	Oscars	of	SA’.
	
The	NSTF-South32	Awards:	The	NSTF	Awards	were	established	in	1998	as	a
collaborative	effort	with	members	and	stakeholders	to	recognise,	honour,	celebrate,
reward	and	profile	outstanding	contributions	to	SET	and	innovation	by	SET-related
professionals,	teams	and	organisations	in	SA.	This	includes	experienced	scientists,
engineers,	innovators,	science	communicators,	engineering	capacity	developers,
organisational	and	research	managers/leaders,	as	well	as	data	curators	and	now	also
science	diplomacy.
	
Our	partner:	South32	is	a	resources	company	and	longstanding	partner	of	the	annual
NSTF	Awards	for	the	9th	year	now,	anchoring	this	endeavour	that	also	supports	the	non-
profit	activities	of	the	NSTF	as	a	civil	society	forum	promoting	SET	and	innovation	in	SA.
	
The	‘Science	Oscars’:	The	NSTF-South32	Awards	are	referred	to	as	the	‘Science
Oscars’	of	SA.	They	are	the	largest,	most	comprehensive,	and	sought-after	national
awards	of	their	kind	in	the	country.	They	were	also	the	first	science	awards	in	SA	that
developed	from	two	award	categories	and	54	nominees	in	1998	to	15	categories	and	a
record	number	of	217	nominees	this	year.

Special	Annual	Theme	Award:	The	NSTF’s	theme	for	2024	is	the	Fourth	Industrial
Revolution	(4IR)	in	SA.	The	NSTF	is	making	a	special	award	recognising	outstanding
contributions	in	this	regard.	The	26th	annual	Awards	Gala	Event	taking	place	on	11	July
2024	will	celebrate	this	theme	–	save	the	date	and	watch	your	mailbox	for	further
announcements.

The	NSTF	supports	the	principle	of	collaborative,	widely-inclusive	awards.	The	NSTF	is
proud	to	welcome	new	partners	and	prize	sponsors	as	follows:

NEW	in	2024	–	Science	Diplomacy	for	Africa	Award:	The	NSTF	is	partnering	with
the	Department	of	Science	and	Innovation	(DSI)	and	the	Council	for	Scientific	and
Industrial	Research	(CSIR)	through	their	Science	Diplomacy	Capital	for	Africa	(SDCfA)
initiative,	on	a	new	award	for	Science	Diplomacy	for	Africa.	The	award	will	recognise	an
outstanding	contribution	to	SET	and	innovation	by	an	individual	or	a	team	in	SA	which
has	led	to	impactful	solutions	and/or	contributions	through	science	diplomacy	between
and	among	countries	for	the	benefit	of	SA	and	Africa.

NEW	in	2023	–	NSTF-SAMRC	Clinician-Scientist	Award:	This	is	the	second	year	of
a	new	award	which	is	sponsored	by	the	South	African	Medical	Research	Council
(SAMRC)	for	an	outstanding	contribution	by	a	clinician-scientist,	with	a	focus	on	work	to
enhance	life	and	to	improve	the	health	of	the	community.	This	new	category	is
modelled	on	the	emerging	researcher	category.

NEW	in	2023	–	Green	Economy	Award:	The	Technology	Innovation	Agency	(TIA)
came	forward	last	year	in	the	run	up	to	the	2023	awards	to	sponsor	the	green
economy	category.

A	transformed	country	where	SET	and	innovation	contribute	to	a	high	quality	of	life	for	all
who	live	in	SA,	where	the	profile	of	SET	professionals	is	representative	of	the	population’s
profile	and	where	the	education	system	is	effective,	particularly	in	terms	of	performance	in
SET	subjects	and	promoting	innovation.
	
Realising	the	vision:	The	NSTF-South32	Awards	is	the	NSTF’s	flagship	event	and	one
among	other	strategic	activities	through	which	the	NSTF	strives	for	this	vision.
	
Partnerships	for	specific	awards	(such	as	with	the	Water	Research	Commission	(WRC),
National	Intellectual	Property	Management	(NIPMO),	SAMRC,	TIA	and	the	SDCfA)
recognise	contributions	that	have	the	potential	to	make	a	positive	impact	on	SA,	and	the
world.

It	is	an	extraordinary	honour	to	be	a	finalist;	given	the	quality	of	the	nominations	received,
the	fierce	competition	that	nominees	face,	and	the	growing	interest	from	the	community
every	year.
	
Join	the	NSTF	membership	and	pioneering	partners/sponsors	in	applauding	the
2023/2024	NSTF-South32	Awards	finalists.	These	comprise	individuals,	teams	and
organisations,	as	applicable,	who	have	made	an	outstanding	contribution	to	SET	and
innovation	in	SA	under	the	categories	below:
	

The	phrases	in	italics	at	the	end	of	the	citation	of	the	nominee	indicates	that	a	nominee
qualified	as	a	finalist	under	more	than	one	category	and	mentions	the	applicable	category/ies

Listed	alphabetically	according	to	the	surname	of	nominee	or	name	of	team/organisation	under
each	category

	
Lifetime	Award

Prof	Nigel	C	Bennett	–	Chair:	Austin	Roberts	Chair	of	Mammalogy;	Full	Professor:
Zoology,	Department	(Dept)	of	Zoology	and	Entomology,	Mammal	Research	Institute
(Inst),	University	of	Pretoria	(UP)	

Prof	Andre	Ganswindt	–	Professor	and	Director:	Mammal	Research	Inst,	Dept	of
Zoology	and	Entomology,	Faculty	of	Natural	and	Agricultural	Sciences,	UP	

Prof	Antoinette	Malan	–	Associate	Emerita	Professor:	Dept	of	Conservation	Ecology
and	Entomology,	Faculty	of	Agriscience,	Stellenbosch	University	(SU)	

Prof	Lynn	Morris	–	Deputy	Vice-Chancellor:	Research	and	Innovation,	University	of
the	Witwatersrand	(Wits)	

Prof	O	Jonathan	Okonkwo	–	Emeritus	Professor;	Rand	Water	Chair	and	Professor:
Research	and	Development,	Tshwane	University	of	Technology	(TUT)	

Prof	Dave	Richardson	–	Professor:	Ecology,	Centre	for	Invasion	Biology,	Department
of	Botany	and	Zoology,	SU	

Prof	Peter	J	Taylor	–	Professor:	Dept	of	Zoology	and	Entomology,	Afromontane
Research	Unit,	QwaQwa	Campus,	University	of	the	Free	State	(UFS)	

Prof	Ben-Erik	van	Wyk	–	Chair:	Department	of	Science	and	Innovation/National
Research	Foundation	South	African	Research	Chair	Initiative	(DSI/NRF	SARChI)	in
Indigenous	Plant	Use,	University	of	Johannesburg	(UJ)	

Prof	Marietjie	Venter	–	Distinguished	Professor	and	Research	Chair:	Emerging	Viral
Threats,	One	Health	Vaccines	and	Surveillance;	Infectious	Diseases	and	Oncology
Research	Institute,	Wits;Director:	Centre	for	Emerging	and	Re-emerging	Arbo	and
Respiratory	Virus	Research;	Extraordinary	Professor:	Dept	of	Medical	Virology,	UP	

	
TW	Kambule-NSTF	Award:	Researcher
Prize	sponsor:	proSET	(Professionals	in	SET),	a	sector	of	the	NSTF	representing	almost
50	professional	societies

Prof	Sally	Archibald	–	Professor:	School	of	Plant	and	Animal	Sciences,	University	of
the	Witwatersrand	(Wits)

Prof	Irene	Barnes	–	Professor	of	Genetics:	Department	(Dept)	of	Biochemistry,
Genetics	and	Microbiology;	Research	Leader:	Forestry	and	Agricultural	Biotechnology
Institute	(Inst);	University	of	Pretoria	(UP)	

Prof	Timothy	Dube 	–	Director:	Inst	for	Water	Studies,	University	of	the	Western	Cape
(UWC);	Adjunct	Professor:	United	Nations	University,	Flores,	Germany; and	also	in	the
Water	Research	Commission	category*	

Dr	Michelle	Lochner	–	Senior	(Sr)	Lecturer:	Dept	of	Physics	and	Astronomy,	UWC;
Staff	Scientist:	South	African	Radio	Astronomy	Observatory;	 and	also	in	the	Special
Annual	Theme	category*	

Prof	Cletos	Mapiye 	–	Associate	Professor:	Animal	Science,	Stellenbosch	University
(SU)	

Prof	Deshen	Moodley	–	Chair:	Department	of	Science	and	Innovation	(DSI)/National
Research	Foundation	(NRF)-University	of	Cape	Town	(UCT)	South	African	Research
Chairs	Initiative	(SARChI)	in	Artificial	Intelligence	Systems;	Co-Director:	Centre	for
Artificial	Intelligence	Research,	Dept	of	Computer	Science,	UCT; and	also	in	the
Special	Annual	Theme	category*	

Prof	Khumbulani	Mpofu	–	DSI/NRF	SARChI	Chair	in	Future	Transport	Manufacturing
Technologies;	Gibela	Research	Chair	in	Manufacturing	and	Skills	Development;
Founder	and	Board	Member:	Rail	Manufacturing	Centre	for	Entrepreneurship	Rapid
Incubator,	Tshwane	University	of	Technology	(TUT);	also	in	the	Engineering	Research
Capacity	Development	and	the	Special	Annual	Theme	categories*	

Prof	Patience	Mthunzi-Kufa	–	Research	Group	Head	for	Biophotonics	and	Manager
(Photonics	Centre)	–	Council	for	Scientific	and	Industrial	Research	(CSIR);	Professor
Extraordinarius:	University	of	South	Africa	(UNISA);	and	also	in	the	Management	and
the	Engineering	Research	Capacity	Development	categories*	

Prof	Gordon	O’Brien	–	Associate	Professor:	Ecology	and	Programme	Leader:
“Rivers	of	Life”,University	of	Mpumalanga	(UMP);	 and	also	in	the	Water	Research
Commission	category	

Prof	Samuel	O	Oluwafemi	–	Professor	and	Project	Leader:	Nanomaterials	Synthesis
and	Applications	Laboratory,	Dept	of	Chemical	Sciences,	University	of	Johannesburg
(UJ); and	also	in	the	Engineering	Research	Capacity	Development	category*	

Prof	Sudesh	Sivarasu	–	Chair:	DSI/NRF	SARChI	Chair	in	Biomedical	Engineering
and	Innovation;	Director:	Biomedical	Engineering	Research	Centre;Head:	UCT
MedTech,	UCT; and	also	in	the	Engineering	Research	Capacity	Development
category*	

Prof	Grant	Theron	–		Group	Leader:	DSI/NRF	Centre	of	Excellence	for	Biomedical	TB
Research,	South	African	Medical	Research	Council	(SAMRC)	Centre	for	TB	Research,
Dept	of	Biomedical	Sciences,	Division	of	Molecular	Biology	and	Human
Genetics,Faculty	of	Medicine	and	Health	Sciences,	SU	

Dr	Bjorn	von	der	Heyden	–	Sr	Lecturer:	Dept	of	Earth	Sciences,	African	Rainbow
Minerals	GeoMetallurgy	Research	Co-Chair,	SU	

	
TW	Kambule-NSTF	Award:	Emerging	Researcher

Dr	Zoleka	N	P	Filander	–	Deep	Sea	Researcher:	Department	of	Forestry,	Fisheries,
and	the	Environment	(DFFE);	and	also	in	the	Communication	category*	

Dr	Emmanuel	Kweinor	Tetteh	–	Research	Fellow	and	Principal	Investigator:	Green
Engineering	Research	Group,	Department	(Dept)	of	Chemical	Engineering,	Faculty	of
Engineering	and	the	Built	Environment,	Durban	University	of	Technology	(DUT)	

Dr	Daniel	A	Lemley	–	Research	Fellow:	Botany	Dept,	Institute	for	Coastal	and	Marine
Research,	Nelson	Mandela	University	(NMU)

Dr	Tiisetso	E	Lephoto	–	Lecturer	and	Principal	Researcher:	School	of	Molecular	and
Cell	Biology,	Faculty	of	Health	Sciences,	University	of	the	Witwatersrand	(Wits)	

Prof	Tebogo	Mashifana	–	Associate	Professor	and	Head	of	Dept:	Chemical
Engineering	Technology,	University	of	Johannesburg	(UJ)	

Prof	Shahida	Moosa	–	Head	of	Medical	Genetics,	Tygerberg	Hospital;	Associate
Professor:	Medical	Genetics,	Stellenbosch	University	(SU);	and	also	in	the	Clinician-
Scientist	category*	

Prof	Olanrewaju	Oladimeji	–	Professor	and	Head:	Doctoral	Programme,	Dept	of
Public	Health,	Sefako	Makgatho	Health	Science	University	(SMU);	Adjunct	Professor:
Faculty	of	Health	Sciences,	DUT	

Prof	Saheed	Sabiu	–	Associate	Professor:	Biotechnology	and	Food	Sciences	Dept,
Faculty	of	Applied	Sciences,	DUT	

Dr	Katekani	Shingange 	–	Scientist:	Advanced	Materials	Division,	Mintek	

Prof	Leigh	van	den	Heuvel	–	Specialist	Psychiatrist:	Tygerberg	Hospital;	Associate
Professor,	Dept	of	Psychiatry,	Faculty	of	Medicine	and	Health	Sciences,	SU;	and	also	in
the	Clinician-Scientist	category*	

Prof	Cobus	M	Visagie 	–	Associate	Professor:	Forestry	and	Agricultural
Biotechnology	Institute,	University	of	Pretoria	(UP)

	
Management	Award

Prof	Rose	Hayeshi	–	Director	and	Professor:	Department	(Dept)	of	Science	and
Innovation	(DSI)/North-West	University	(NWU)	Preclinical	Drug	Development	Platform,
NWU	

Prof	Sylvester	Mpandeli	–	Executive	Manager:	Water	Use,	Water	Research
Commission	(WRC);	Vice-President:	International	Commission	on	Irrigation	&	Drainage;
Adjunct	Professor:	University	of	Venda	(UNIVEN);	and	also	in	the	Communications
category*	

Prof	Patience	Mthunzi-Kufa	–	Research	Group	Head	for	Biophotonics	and	Manager
(Photonics	Centre)	–	Council	for	Scientific	and	Industrial	Research	(CSIR);	Professor
Extraordinarius:	University	of	South	Africa	(UNISA);	and	also	in	the	Researcher	and	the
Engineering	Research	Capacity	Development	categories*	

Prof	Bernard	Slippers	–	Professor:	Dept	of	Biochemistry,	Genetics	and	Microbiology,
Director:	Tree	Protection	Co-operative	Programme;	Director:	Forestry	and	Agricultural
Biotechnology	Institute,	University	of	Pretoria	(UP);and	Director:	Innovation	Africa
@UP	

Dr	Christine	Steininger	–	Projects	Director:	Genus,	DSI-National	Research
Foundation	(NRF)	Centre	of	Excellence	in	Palaeosciences,	University	of	the
Witwatersrand	(Wits)	

	
Engineering	Research	Capacity	Development	Award

Prof	Vered	Aharonson	–	Professor:	School	of	Electrical	and	Information	Engineering,
University	of	the	Witwatersrand	(Wits)	

Prof	Emmanuel	Iwuoha	–	Professor:	Chemistry,	University	of	the	Western	Cape
(UWC);Chair:	Department	of	Science	and	Innovation	(DSI)/National	Research
Foundation	(NRF)	South	African	Research	Chairs	Initiative	(SARChI)	for
NanoElectrochemistry	and	Sensor	Technology;Director:	Sensor	Lab,	UWC	Sensor
Laboratories	

Prof	Soraya	P	Malinga	–	Associate	Professor	and	Co-Director:	Joint	Research	Centre
for	Water,	Environmental	Science	and	Technology,	Department	(Dept)	of	Chemical
Sciences,	University	of	Johannesburg(UJ)	

Prof	Khumbulani	Mpofu	–	Chair:	DSI/NRF	SARChI	Chair	in	Future	Transport
Manufacturing	Technologies;	Gibela	Research	Chair:	Manufacturing	and	Skills
Development;	Founder	and	Board	Member:	Rail	Manufacturing	Centre	for
Entrepreneurship	Rapid	Incubator,	Tshwane	University	of	Technology	(TUT);	and	also
in	the	Researcher	and	the	Special	Annual	Theme	categories*	

Prof	Patience	Mthunzi-Kufa	–	Research	Group	Head	for	Biophotonics	and	Manager
(Photonics	Centre)	–	Council	for	Scientific	and	Industrial	Research	(CSIR);	Professor
Extraordinarius:	University	of	South	Africa	(UNISA);	and	also	in	the	Researcher	and	the
Management	categories*	

Prof	Samuel	O	Oluwafemi	–	Professor	and	Project	Leader:	Nanomaterials	Synthesis
and	Applications	Laboratory,	Dept	of	Chemical	Sciences,	UJ; and	also	in	the
Researcher	category*	

Prof	Claudia	Polese	–	Associate	Professor:	Aerospace	Manufacturing	and	Design;
Head:	Aeronautical	Engineering	Stream;	Deputy	Director:	African	Research
Universities	Alliance	Centre	of	Excellence	in	Materials,	Energy	and	Nanotechnology;
Advisory	Aerospace	Research	Director:	National	Aerospace	Centre,	Wits		

Prof	Sudesh	Sivarasu	–	Chair:	DSI/NRF	SARChI	Chair	in	Biomedical	Engineering
and	Innovation;	Director:	Biomedical	Engineering	Research	Centre;Head:	University
of	Cape	Town	(UCT)	MedTech,	UCT;	andalso	in	the	Researcher	category* 	

	
NSTF-Water	Research	Commission	(WRC)	Award
Sponsor:	WRC	since	2017

Prof	John	G	Annandale 	–	Group	Leader:	Mine	Water	Irrigation	Research	Group,
Dept	of	Plant	and	Soil	Sciences,	University	of	Pretoria	(UP)		

Prof	Timothy	Dube 	–	Director:	Institute	for	Water	Studies,	University	of	the	Western
Cape	(UWC);	Adjunct	Professor:	United	Nations	University,	Flores,	Germany; and	also
in	the	Researcher	category*	

Prof	Ajay	K	Mishra	–	Group	Leader:	Research	Area	“Nanomaterials	and	Wastewater”;
Professor:	Dept	of	Chemistry,	Durban	University	of	Technology	(DUT)	

Dr	Bimo	Abraham	Nkhata	–	Senior	Lecturer:	Centre	for	Environmental	Management,
University	of	the	Free	State	(UFS)

Prof	Gordon	O’Brien	–	Associate	Professor:	Ecology;	Programme	Leader:	“Rivers	of
Life”,University	of	Mpumalanga	(UMP);	 and	also	in	the	Researcher	category	

Dr	Marco	van	Dijk	–	Senior	Lecturer:	Dept	of	Civil	Engineering,	UP	

	
NSTF-SAMRC	Clinician-Scientist	Award
Sponsor:	SAMRC

Dr	June	Fabian	–	Director:	University	of	the	Witwatersrand	(Wits)	Donald	Gordon
Medical	Research	Institute;Post-doctoral	Researcher;	Co-Lead:	Clinical	Research
Platform:	SAMRC/Wits	Rural	Public	Health	and	Health	Transitions	Research	Unit;
Lecturer:	Department	(Dept)	of	Internal	Medicine,	School	of	Clinical	Medicine,	Faculty
of	Health	Sciences,	Wits	

Prof	Shahida	Moosa	–	Head:	Medical	Genetics,	Tygerberg	Academic	Hospital;
Associate	Professor:	Medical	Genetics,	Division	of	Molecular	Biology	and	Human
Genetics,	Stellenbosch	University	(SU);	and	also	in	the	Emerging	Researcher
category*	

Prof	Leigh	van	den	Heuvel	–	Specialist	Psychiatrist:	Tygerberg	Hospital;	Associate
Professor:	Dept	of	Psychiatry,	Faculty	of	Medicine	and	Health	Sciences,	SU;	and	also
in	the	Emerging	Researcher	category*	

Prof	Aneesa	Vanker	–	Associate	Professor	and	Paediatric	Pulmonologist,	Red	Cross
War	Memorial	Children’s	Hospital;	SAMRC	Post-doctoral	Clinician	Fellowship,	University
of	Cape	Town	(UCT)

	
Green	Economy	Award
Sponsor:	TIA

Advanced	Polymer	and	Composites	Group,	Council	for	Scientific	and
Industrial	Research	(CSIR)	–	Dr	Maya	J	John,	Principal	Researcher	and	Team
Leader	

Prof	Linda	Godfrey	–	Manager:	Circular	Innovation	South	Africa,	Principal	Scientist:
Circular	Economy,	CSIR;	Extraordinary	Professor:	Faculty	of	Natural	and	Agricultural
Sciences,	North-West	University	(NWU)	

Dr	Schalk	Grobbelaar	–	Senior	Lecturer	and	Chairperson:	York	Timbers	Chair	in
Wood	Structural	Engineering	for	a	Sustainable	Built	Environment	and	African	Bio-
economy,	Department	(Dept)	of	Engineering	and	Technology	Management,	University
of	Pretoria(UP)

Prof	Sandy-Lynn	Steenhuisen	–	Associate	Professor	and	Subject	Head:	Dept	of
Plant	Sciences,	Faculty	of	Natural	and	Agricultural	Sciences,	Qwaqwa	Campus,
University	of	the	Free	State	(UFS)

	
Science	Diplomacy	for	Africa	Award
NEW	Sponsor:	SDCfA

Prof	Nithaya	Chetty	–	Dean:	Science,	University	of	the	Witwatersrand	(Wits);	Vice-
President:	International	Union	for	Pure	and	Applied	Physics,	Membership	and
Development	

Prof	Irvy	(Igle)	Gledhill	–	Visiting	Adjunct	Professor:	School	of	Mechanical,	Industrial
and	Aeronautical	Engineering,	Wits	

Prof	Felix	Maringe 	–	Visiting	Professor:	Wits	School	of	Education;	Deputy	Vice-
Chancellor:	Institutional	Development,	Research	and	Innovation,	University	of	Kigale,
Rwanda

	
Data	for	Research	Award

Digital	Library	Services,	University	of	Cape	Town	(UCT)	–	Ibali:	Digital	Collections,
UCT	–	Digital	Scholarship	Specialist:	Dr	Sanjin	Muftić	

Inter-University	Institute	for	Data	Intensive	Astronomy	(IDIA),	a	partnership	of
the	Universities	of	Cape	Town	(UCT),	Western	Cape	(UWC),	and	Pretoria	(UP)	–
Interim	Director:	Prof	Patrick	Woudt,	Department	of	Astronomy,	UCT;	and	also	in	the
Innovation:	Corporate	Organisation	and	the	Special	Annual	Theme	categories*	

uLwazi	Node,	South	African	Environmental	Observation	Network	(SAEON)
Open	Data	Platform,	National	Research	Foundation	(NRF)	–	Manager:	Mr	Leo
Chiloane	

	
Innovation	Award:	Corporate	Organisation

Inter-University	Institute	for	Data	Intensive	Astronomy,	a	partnership	of	the
Universities	of	Cape	Town	(UCT),	Western	Cape	(UWC),	and	Pretoria	(UP)	–	Prof
Patrick	Woudt,	Interim	Director:	Department	of	Astronomy,	UCT;	and	also	in	the	Data
for	Research	and	the	Special	Annual	Theme	categories*	

Nuclear	Medicine	Research	Infrastructure	NPC–	Chief	Executive	Officer	and
President:	Prof	Mike	Sathekge	

Research	and	Development	Innovation	Team,	Diagnostic	Innovation	Hub,
Faculty	of	Health	Sciences,	University	of	the	Witwatersrand	(Wits)	–	Divisional
Executive	Director:	Prof	Wendy	Stevens	

	
Innovation	Award:	Small,	Medium	and	Micro	Enterprise
(SMME)
Sponsor:	NIPMO	since	2019

Environmental	Engineering	Programme	(Pty)	Ltd–	Director:	Prof	Anthony	Turton
	

Jonker	Sailplanes	(Pty)	Ltd–	Co-Founder,	Shareholder	and	Director:	Prof	Attie
Jonker,	School	of	Mechanical	Engineering,	North-West	University	(NWU)	

Khepri	Biosciences	Team–	CEO:	Mr	Bandile	Dlabantu	

	
Communication	Award

Prof	Ryan	Blumenthal	–	Senior	Specialist	Forensic	Pathologist	and	Associate
Professor:	Department	of	Forensic	Medicine,	University	of	Pretoria	(UP)	

Dr	Zoleka	N	P	Filander	–	Deep	Sea	Researcher:	Dept	of	Forestry,	Fisheries	and	the
Environment	(DFFE);	and	also	in	the	Emerging	Researcher	category*	

Prof	Jennifer	Fitchett	–	Professor:	Physical	Geography,	University	of	the
Witwatersrand	(Wits)	

Ms	Shakira	Hoosain	–	Campaign	Strategist	and	Senior	Copywriter,	UP	

Prof	Sylvester	Mpandeli	–	Executive	Manager:	Water	Use,	Water	Research
Commission	(WRC);	Vice-President:	International	Commission	on	Irrigation	and
Drainage;	Adjunct	Professor:	University	of	Venda	(UNIVEN);	and	also	in	the
Management	category*	

	
Non-Governmental	Organisation	Award

AIM	(Actuaries	in	the	Making):	Learning	Solutions	–	Virtual	Vac	Work	Programme,
Co-Founder:	Ms	Pamela	Hellig	

GRIT	Lab	Africa	–	Founder	and	Chairman:	Prof	Abejide	Ade-Ibijola	

Jembi	Health	Systems	NPC	–		Founder	and	Chief	Executive	Officer:	Dr	Christopher
Seebregts	

OLICO	Maths	Education	–	Director:	Maths	Education,	Dr	Lynn	Bowie	

	
Special	Annual	Theme	Award:	4IR	in	SA

Inter-University	Institute	for	Data	Intensive	Astronomy	(IDIA),	a	partnership	of
the	Universities	of	Cape	Town	(UCT),	Western	Cape	(UWC),	and	Pretoria	(UP)	–	Prof
Patrick	Woudt,	Interim	Director:	Department	(Dept)	of	Astronomy,	UCT;	and	also	in	the
Data	for	Research	and	the	Innovation:	Corporate	Organisation	categories*	

Dr	Michelle	Lochner	–	Senior	Lecturer:	Dept	of	Physics	and	Astronomy,	University	of
the	Western	Cape	(UWC);	Staff	Scientist:	South	African	Radio	Astronomy	Observatory
(SARAO);and	 also	in	the	Researcher	category*	

Prof	Deshen	Moodley	–	Chair:	Dept	of	Science	and	Innovation	(DSI)/National
Research	Foundation	(NRF)-UCT	South	African	Research	Chairs	Initiative	(SARChI)
Chair	in	Artificial	Intelligence	Systems;	Co-	Director:	Centre	for	Artificial	Intelligence
Research,	Dept	of	Computer	Science,	UCT;and	 also	in	the	Researcher	category*	

Prof	Khumbulani	Mpofu	–	DSI/NRF	SARChI	Chair	in	Future	Transport	Manufacturing
Technologies;	Gibela	Research	Chair:	Manufacturing	and	Skills	Development;	Founder
and	Board	Member:	Rail	Manufacturing	Centre	for	Entrepreneurship	Rapid	Incubator,
Tshwane	University	of	Technology	(TUT);	and	also	in	the	Researcher	and	the
Engineering	Research	Capacity	Development	categories*	

	
Adjudication:	The	selection	process	of	finalists	and	winners	for	the	NSTF-South32
Awards	is	made	by	an	adjudication	panel	of	independent	judges.	They	represent	six
different	sectors	of	the	NSTF	membership	of	over	130	organisations.	This	adjudication
panel,	in	association	with	the	Award	partners,	review	the	nominations	to	select	the
finalists	and	winners	each	year.	A	panel	of	experts,	appointed	by	the	NSTF	Executive
Committee,	assists	the	panel	by	reviewing	and	validating	the	final	selections.

All	finalists	are	honoured	at	the	Awards	Gala	Dinners	and	may	attend	in	either
Johannesburg	or	Cape	Town.	The	announcement	of	the	winners	will	take	place	at	these
simultaneous	events.

The	patron	of	the	Awards,	the	Minister	of	Higher	Education,	Science	and	Innovation,	Dr
Blade	Nzimande	has	been	invited	to	preside	over	the	presentation	of	awards	taking	place
on	11	July	2024.	The	Minister	presides	together	with	the	Director-General	of	the	DSI,	Mr
Daan	du	Toit	(currently	the	Acting	DG).	All	finalists	together	with	the	sponsors	and	VIP
guests	will	be	invited	to	attend.	The	rest	of	the	community	can	either	book	seats	or	tables
at	the	events,	or	watch	the	live-streamed	event	via	the	NSTF	YouTube	platform.	Contact
Ms	Mankwe	Mojapelo	for	information	to	attend	the	event	in-person.	Watch	your	mailbox
for	further	news	about	the	Awards	Gala	Event.

The	two	commercial	media	partners	of	the	NSTF-South32	Awards	ensure	national	public
coverage	and	recognition	of	the	winners,	as	well	as	facilitate	the	communication	of
science	to	the	broader	public.	They	are:
Business	Report,	carried	by	The	Star,	Pretoria	News,	Cape	Times,	and	The	Mercury
newspapers

Mail	&	Guardian
	

Both	these	newspapers	carry	supplements	about	the	winners	after	the	Awards	Gala
Events	and	IOL	produces	a	Digimag	featuring	them.	Unique	advertising	opportunities	are
available	for	your	brand.	Contact	Mr	Barnard	Manne	to	put	you	in	contact	with	the	media
partners.

One	of	the	features	that	make	these	awards	unique	is	that	youth	outreach	is	an	integral
part	of	the	awards.	Two	NSTF	Youth	outreach	programmes	are	run	annually	in
conjunction	with	the	NSTF-South32	Awards.
The	NSTF	Brilliants	Programme	identifies	and	celebrates	the	top	achievers	in	physical
science	and	mathematics	from	the	previous	year ’s	matric	examinations,	who	are
studying	in	STEM	related	courses.	(STEM	=	science,	technology,	engineering	and
mathematics.)	It	exposes	young	people	to	the	SET	and	innovation	community.	First
year	students	(a	young	man	and	woman	from	each	province)	are	recognised	as
possible	future	leaders	and	innovators.	The	programme	is	sponsored	this	year	by	the
DSI.

The	NSTF	Share	‘n	Dare	Programme	is	an	output	of	the	NSTF	Awards	that	profiles
award	winners	as	role	models.	Award	winners	share	their	experience	and	knowledge
with	thousands	of	young	people	at	science	centres	and	events	across	the	country.
Since	the	COVID-19	lockdown	in	2020,	NSTF	continued	youth	outreach	by	means	of
career	talk	videos	that	are	circulated	to	schools	and	online	to	reach	thousands	of
learners	as	well	as	the	general	public.	They	encourage	the	youth	to	take	up	careers	in
STEM.
	

Please	forward	this	email	to	your	colleagues,	business	contacts	and	all	interested
persons	to	promote	the	who’s	who	of	SET	and	innovation	in	South	Africa!

About	the	NSTF
	
The	National	Science	and	Technology	Forum	(NSTF),	established	in	1995:

	
is	a	broadly-representative	stakeholder	body	for	all	science,	engineering	and	technology	(SET)	and
innovation	organisations	in	South	Africa

gathers	stakeholders	around	burning	issues	of	national	and	global	interest,	across	the	public	and
private	sectors,	including	matters	of	public	policy

includes	a	network	of	professional	societies	in	SET	and	STEM	education	(STEM	=	science,
technology,	engineering	and	mathematics)	-	the		NSTF	proSET	membership	sector.

recognises,	awards	and	profiles	the	outstanding	contributions	of	individuals	and	groups	to	SET	and
innovation	through	the	prestigious	NSTF	Awards

runs	and	supports	collaborative	projects	and	youth	outreach,	including	recognition	of	top
performance	in	mathematics	and	science,	role	modelling,	bursary	and	STEM	career	information

runs	and	supports	the	STEMulator.org	which	attracts	youth	and	educators	to
Explore>Discover>Learn	the	world	of	STEM	including	careers.	(Established	by	NSTF	proSET)

For	more	information
www.nstf.org.za
E-mail:	enquiries@nstf.org.za

Disclaimer
The	NSTF	has	taken	all	practical	measures	to	ensure	that	the	material	contained	in	this	newsletter	is
correct.

Privacy
Registration	details	submitted	to	the	NSTF	will	be	treated	confidentially	and	will	only	be	used	by	NSTF
to	communicate	with	its	members	and	subscribers,	as	required	by	the	South	African	Protection	of
Personal	Information	Act.
	

Non	Profit	Company	Registration	Number:	2007/029165/08
NPO	Registration	Number:	92042
Donations	Tax	exempt
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