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Power	Perspective	on	Power	FM	with	award-winning
scientist,	Prof	Igle	Gledhill,	and	aspiring	young
scientists,	Ms	Romana	Suliman	and	Ms	Faith
Nonkazimulo	Mdlovu
NSTF	promotes	women	and	girls	in	science:	shaping	the	future
of	STEM
	
The	International	Day	of	Women	and	Girls	in	Science	was	celebrated	this	past	Tuesday,
11	February,	highlighting	the	critical	role	women	and	girls	play	in	STEM	and	the	urgent
need	to	address	the	gender	gap	in	these	fields.	The	2025	theme,	“Equity	in	Science	for	a
Sustainable	Future,”	underscores	the	importance	of	creating	inclusive	opportunities	for
women	and	girls	to	actively	contribute	to	solving	pressing	global	challenges	like	climate
change,	health	crises,	and	environmental	sustainability.	(STEM	=	science,	technology,
engineering	and	mathematics.)
	
Power	Perspective	on	Power	FM 	partnered	with	the	National	Science	and	Technology
Forum	(NSTF),	interviewing	an	award-winning	woman	scientist	and	promising	young
student	talents	in	STEM.	Physicist,	Prof	Igle	Gledhill,	is	a	steadfast	advocate	for	gender
equality	in	science.	She	won	the	inaugural	Science	Diplomacy	for	Africa	Award	at	the
prestigious	2024	NSTF-South32	Awards,	known	as	the	‘Science	Oscars’	of	SA.	She	was
joined	by	two	first-year	medical	students	from	the	NSTF	Brilliants	Programme	for	top
achievers	in	physical	science	and	mathematics,	Ms	Romana	Suliman	(Gauteng	Province)
and	Ms	Faith	Nonkazimulo	Mdlovu	(Mpumalanga	Province).
	
Prof	Gledhill	addressed	critical	issues	such	as	gender	inequality	in	STEM,	salary
disparities	between	men	and	women,	and	sexual	harassment	in	the	workplace.	Faith	and
Romana	shared	their	inspiring	experiences	participating	in	both	the	NSTF	Brilliants
Programme	and	the	London	International	Youth	Science	Forum	(LIYSF).

If	you	missed	the	live	broadcast	that	was	aired	on	the	evening	of	Tuesday,	11	February,
you	can	catch	up	and	listen	to	the	podcast	here.	Read	the	NSTF	media	release	on	the
international	day	here.
	
Follow	the	social	media	conversations	on	the	following	NSTF	platforms:
LinkedIn:	National	Science	and	Technology	Forum	(NSTF)

Facebook:	@NSTFSA

X:	@NSTF_SA

YouTube:	National	Science	and	Technology	Forum	(NSTF)

Instagram:	@nstf_sa

TikTok:	nstf_sa

About	the	NSTF
	
The	National	Science	and	Technology	Forum	(NSTF),	established	in	1995:

	
is	a	broadly-representative	stakeholder	body	for	all	science,	engineering	and	technology	(SET)	and
innovation	organisations	in	South	Africa

gathers	stakeholders	around	burning	issues	of	national	and	global	interest,	across	the	public	and
private	sectors,	including	matters	of	public	policy

includes	a	network	of	professional	societies	in	SET	and	STEM	education	(STEM	=	science,
technology,	engineering	and	mathematics)	-	the		NSTF	proSET	membership	sector.

recognises,	awards	and	profiles	the	outstanding	contributions	of	individuals	and	groups	to	SET	and
innovation	through	the	prestigious	NSTF	Awards

runs	and	supports	collaborative	projects	and	youth	outreach,	including	recognition	of	top
performance	in	mathematics	and	science,	role	modelling,	bursary	and	STEM	career	information

runs	and	supports	the	STEMulator.org	which	attracts	youth	and	educators	to
Explore>Discover>Learn	the	world	of	STEM	including	careers.	(Established	by	NSTF	proSET)

For	more	information
www.nstf.org.za
E-mail:	enquiries@nstf.org.za

Disclaimer
The	NSTF	has	taken	all	practical	measures	to	ensure	that	the	material	contained	in	this	newsletter	is
correct.

Privacy
Registration	details	submitted	to	the	NSTF	will	be	treated	confidentially	and	will	only	be	used	by	NSTF
to	communicate	with	its	members	and	subscribers,	as	required	by	the	South	African	Protection	of
Personal	Information	Act.
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