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Updated	announcement	of	nominees:	2024/2025	NSTF-
South32	Awards
	
Recognising	outstanding	contributions	to	science,	engineering,
technology	and	innovation	by	individuals,	teams	and
organisations	in	South	Africa
#NSTFawards2025
	
The	National	Science	and	Technology	Forum	(NSTF)	is	pleased	to	announce	the	updated
group	of	nominees	contending	for	the	27th	prestigious	NSTF-South32
Awards.	Regrettably,	there	were	errors	of	omission	in	last	week’s	announcement.	Due	to
the	high	volume	of	e-mails	received	during	the	submission	process,	the	NSTF	Office	sadly
missed	three	submissions.	The	NSTF	sincerely	and	profusely	apologises	for	these
inadvertent	oversights	and	hereby	recalls	the	public	announcement	of	Wednesday,	16
April	2025.	Here	follows	the	corrected	announcement.
	
The	NSTF	Awards	were	established	in	1998	as	a	collaborative	effort	with	its	members	and
partners	to	recognise	and	promote	outstanding	contributions	to	science,	engineering,
technology	(SET)	and	innovation	by	SET-related	professionals,	teams	and	organisations
in	South	Africa	(SA).	This	includes	experienced	researchers,	engineers,	innovators,
science	communicators,	engineering	research	capacity	developers,	and	organisational
managers/leaders,	as	well	as	data	and	research	managers.
	
Our	partner:	South32	is	a	resources	company	and	longstanding	partner	of	the	NSTF
Awards,	anchoring	this	endeavour	to	ensure	the	non-profit	activities	of	the	NSTF	as	a	civil
society	forum.
	
The	‘Science	Oscars’	of	SA:	The	NSTF-South32	Awards	are	known	as	the	‘Science
Oscars’	of	SA.	It	is	the	largest,	most	comprehensive,	and	most	sought-after	national
awards	of	its	kind	in	SA,	as	well	as	the	first	science	awards	in	the	country	under	the
democratic	dispensation.

2025	NSTF	theme	–	Quantum	Science	and	Technology:	This	is	in	alignment	with	the
United	Nations	(UN)	proclamation	of	2025	as	the	International	Year	of	Quantum	Science
and	Technology.	The	NSTF	is	making	a	special	award	this	year	for	an	outstanding
contribution	to	SET	and	innovation	through	quantum	science	and	technology	in	SA.	The
27th	annual	Awards	Gala	Event	taking	place	on	31	July	2025	will	celebrate	this	theme	–
save	the	date	and	watch	your	mailbox	for	further	announcements.
	
SET	for	a	quantum	leap

The	NSTF	supports	the	principle	of	collaborative,	widely-inclusive	awards.	The	NSTF	is
proud	to	welcome	another	new	category	partner	as	follows:
	
NEW	in	2025	–	NSTF-Agricultural	Research	Council	(ARC)	Award:	The	NSTF	is
partnering	with	the	ARC	on	a	new	award	in	agricultural	research	and	solutions.	This
award	is	for	an	outstanding	contribution	to	SET	and	innovation	in	SA	by	an	individual	or
an	organisation	towards	sustainable	agricultural	management,	knowledge	generation
and	solutions	by	an	individual	or	team	over	the	last	5-10	years.	The	first	winner	for	this
category	will	be	awarded	during	the	2025	event.

A	transformed	country	where	SET	and	innovation	contribute	to	an	optimal	quality	of	life
for	all,	where	STEM	and	innovation	education	and	training	are	effective,	and	SET
professionals	are	representative	of	the	population.	(STEM	=	science,	technology,
engineering	and	mathematics.)
	
The	NSTF	Awards	are	one	of	the	ways	in	which	the	NSTF	strives	to	realise	its	vision.

Join	the	NSTF	membership	of	almost	150	organisations	involved	in	SET	and	innovation,
and	pioneering	partners/sponsors	in	applauding	the	2024/2025	nominees	contending	for
this	year ’s	NSTF-South32	Awards.	These	are	individuals,	teams	and	organisations,	as
applicable,	who	are	nominated	for	an	outstanding	contribution	to	SET	and
innovation	in	SA	under	the	categories	below**:
	

An	asterisk	(*)	at	the	end	of	the	citation	of	the	nominee	indicates	that	a	nominee	has	been	nominated
under	more	than	one	category	and	mentions	the	applicab le	category/ies

Double	asterisk	(**):	according	to	the	rules	governing	the	NSTF	Awards,	the	Adjudication	Panel
reserves	the	right	to	move	nominees	into	more	appropriate	categories	during	the	adjudication
process

Listed	alphabetically	according	to	surname	of	nominee	or	name	of	team/organisation	under	each
category

	
Lifetime	Award
Prof	Benita	Barton	–	Associate	Professor:	Chemistry,	Nelson	Mandela	University
(NMU)
For	work	that	aims	to	remove	the	need	for	fossil	fuels	for	the	separations	of	industrially-important
compounds	that	are	difficult	to	separate	by	more	conventional	fractional	distillations	and
crystallizations

Prof	Nigel	C	Bennett	–	Chair:	Austin	Roberts	of	Mammalogy;	Full	Professor:	Zoology,
Department	(Dept)	of	Zoology	and	Entomology,	Mammal	Research	Institute	(Inst),
University	of	Pretoria	(UP)
For	his	pioneering	research	on	African	mole-rats	that	led	to	groundbreaking	advances	in	physiology
and	behavioural	ecology	and	biomedical	science,	offering	innovative	solutions	for	cancer	prevention,
longevity,	stroke	recovery,	reproductive	health,	and	ecosystem	conservation	in	a	changing	world

Prof	Somnath	Bhattacharyya	–	Personal	Professor:	School	of	Physics,	University	of
the	Witwatersrand	(Wits);	and	also	in	the	special	annual	theme	category*
For	the	development	of	nano-quantum	technology	in	SA	based	on	hybrid	carbon	systems

Prof	Faizal	Bux	–	Director:	Inst	for	Water	and	Wastewater	Technology,	Durban
University	of	Technology	(DUT);	Chair-holder:	Department	of	Science,	Technology	and
Innovation	(DSTI)/National	Research	Foundation	(NRF)	South	African	Research	Chairs
Initiative	(SARChI)	in	Wastewater	Treatment;	Lead:	South	Africa	Division,	International
Water	Association;	Fellow:	Royal	Society	of	Chemistry
For	researching	wastewater	as	a	resource	and	not	a	burden	to	society

Prof	Christopher	Chintua	Enweremadu	–	Professor:	Dept	of	Mechanical,
Bioresources	and	Biomedical	Engineering,	College	of	Science,	Engineering	and
Technology	(CSET),	UNISA
For	his	contribution	to	the	research	that	is	focused	on	harnessing	locally	available	biomass	and
solar	energy	to	improve	energy	access	in	non-electrified	communities

Prof	Carminita	Frost	–	Associate	Professor:	Biochemistry;	Senior	(Sr)	Lecturer:	Dept
of	Biochemistry	and	Microbiology,	NMU
For	her	contribution	in	researching	cannabinoids	and	their	potential	anticancer	role

Prof	Liza	Korsten	–	Professor:	Plant	Health	and	Food	Safety,	UP;	Co-Director:	DSTI-
NRF	Centre	of	Excellence	in	Food	Security;	President:	Africa	Academy	of	Sciences;
and	also	in	the	NSTF-Water	Research	Commission,	Science	Diplomacy	for	Africa,	and
the	NSTF-Agricultural	Research	Council	categories*
For	turning	science	into	action,	safeguarding	SA’s	food	with	innovative,	practical	solutions

Prof	Motlalepula	Gilbert	Matsabisa	–	Full	Professor:	University	of	the	Free	State
(UFS);	Research	Director:	African	Medicines	Innovations	and	Technology	Development
(AMITD)	Platform;	Guest	Professor:	Beijing	University	of	Chinese	Medicines
For	his	contribution	to	state	of	the	art	natural	medicines	research	and	development	laboratories	for
inclusive	research	and	development	of	products	for	application	in	integrative	medicines

Prof	Xikombiso	Mbhenyane 	–	Professor	and	Head:	Human	Nutrition,	Division	of
Human	Nutrition,	Dept	of	Global	Health,	Faculty	of	Medicine	and	Health	Sciences,
Stellenbosch	University	(SU);	DSTI/NRF	SARChI	Chair:	Food	Environments,	Nutrition
and	Health,	SU
For	research	that	promotes	sustainable,	culturally	relevant	nutrition	through	indigenous	foods,
addressing	food	security,	disease	prevention,	and	boosting	rural	economies

Prof	Brenda	Morrow	–	Professor:	Dept	of	Paediatrics	and	Child	Health,	University	of
Cape	Town	(UCT)
For	her	work	as	a	clinician	scientist	whose	interdisciplinary	work	aims	to	improve	prevention,
awareness,	and	management	of	severe	child	health	conditions,	especially	in	resource	limited
settings

Prof	Odireleng	Martin	Ntwaeaborwa	–	Dean:	Faculty	of	Natural	and	Applied
Sciences,	Sol	Plaatjie	University	(SPU)
For	his	contribution	in	research	that	is	important	for	fabrication	of	solar	cells	with	improved	efficiency
to	supply	non-polluting	energy,	and	the	production	of	high-quality	and	energy	efficient	LEDs

Prof	Kenneth	Ikechukwu	Ozoemena	–	Research	Professor	and	DSTI/NRF	SARChI
Chair:	Materials	Electrochemistry	and	Energy	Technologies	(MEET),	School	of
Chemistry,	Wits
For	his	research	leading	to	important	advances	in	the	understanding	and	applications	of
electrochemical	science	to	energy	and	sensors	technologies

Prof	Francesco	Petruccione 	–	Professor:	Quantum	Computing,	School	of	Data
Science	and	Computational	Thinking,	SU;	Director:	National	Inst	for	Theoretical	and
Computational	Sciences	(NITheCS);	and	also	in	the	special	annual	theme	category*
For	his	pioneering	work	in	quantum	computing,	open	quantum	systems,	and	quantum	effects	in
biological	systems	harnessing	novel	theoretical	models	to	drive	breakthroughs	in	secure
communications,	sustainable	development,	and	quantum	information	processing

Prof	Pierre	Pistorius	–	Full	Professor:	Zoology,	NMU	
For	his	work	on	marine	predators	as	sentinels	of	our	oceans

Dr	Renée	Prins	–	Founding	Director:	CenGen	Pty	Ltd
For	her	entrepreneurial	efforts	and	leadership	over	decades	that	led	to	significant	scientific	and
societal	impact	outputs	to	the	benefit	of	the	small	grain	industry,	b roader	agri-sector	and	society

Prof	Suprakas	Sinha	Ray	–	Chief	Researcher	and	Centre	Manager;	Director:	DSTI-
CSIR	Nanotechnology	Innovation	Centre,	Council	for	Scientific	and	Industrial	Research
(CSIR);	Distinguished	Professor:	Chemistry,	Dept	of	Chemical	Sciences,	University	of
Johannesburg	(UJ)
For	developing	practical	advanced	nanomaterials	that	revolutionise	multiple	industries	and	improve
SA's	global	competitiveness

Prof	David	M	Richardson	–	Professor:	Ecology,	SU
For	being	a	world	leader	in	the	study	of	invasive	species,	a	field	of	critical	importance	to	SA

Prof	Hussien	Shimelis	–	Full	Professor:	Plant	Breeding;	Director:	African	Centre	for
Crop	Improvement	(ACCI),	University	of	KwaZulu-Natal	(UKZN);	Full	Professor	and
Chair:	Crop	Science,	UKZN
For	significantly	contributing	to	food	security	and	the	training	of	agricultural	scientists

Prof	John	Julian	Smallwood	–	Professor:	Construction	Management,	Dept	of
Construction	Management,	NMU
For	revolutionising	construction	health	and	safety	through	research,	policy	influence,	and	industry
impact

Prof	Leslie	Swartz	–	Professor:	Psychology,	SU;	Editor-in-Chief:	South	African
Journal	of	Science	(SAJS)
For	her	contribution	in	scholarship	and	research	building	across	many	fields

Prof	Mark	Tomlinson	–	Co-Director:	Inst	for	Life	Course	Health	Research,	Dept	of
Global	Health,	Faculty	of	Medicine	and	Health	Sciences,	SU
For	his	contribution	in	improving	early	childhood	development,	mental	health,	adolescent	health,	and
on	life	course	approaches	to	build	human	capital	in	the	first	two	decades	of	life

Prof	Maryna	van	de	Venter	–	Professor:	Biochemistry;	Manager:	BioAssaix	Drug
Screening	Platform,	NMU
For	pioneering	in	vitro	bioactivity	screening,	leading	SA’s	only	comprehensive	platform	for	early-stage
drug	discovery	and	natural	product	research

Dr	Jan	Aucamp	van	Wyk	–	Extraordinary	Lecturer	and	Researcher:	Parasite
resistance	focusing	on	Helminths	of	Small	Ruminants,	UP
For	his	work	in	empowering	farmers	in	sustainable	helminth	management	and	anthelmintic	drug
resistance

Prof	Renuka	Vithal	–	Deputy	Vice-Chancellor:	Teaching	and	Learning;	Professor:
Mathematics	Education,	Faculty	of	Education,	UFH
For	being	a	leading	global	scholar	in	the	social,	cultural	and	political	dimensions	of	mathematics
education,	who	draws	on	and	contributes	to	the	the	local	context	of	SA

	
TW	Kambule-NSTF	Award:	Researcher
Prize	sponsor:	proSET	(Professionals	in	SET),	a	sector	of	the	NSTF	representing	almost
50	professional	bodies	and	learned	societies
Dr	Udochukwu	Bola	Akuru	–	Senior	(Sr)	Lecturer:	Department	(Dept)	of	Electrical
Engineering,	Tshwane	University	of	Technology	(TUT)
For	his	design	of	innovative	electrical	machines	to	promote	renewable	energy	and	sustainability	by
applying	cost-effective	technologies	and	locally	sourced	materials

Prof	Mark	Blumenthal	–	Associate	Professor:	Solid	State	Physics	and
Nanotechnology,	University	of	Cape	Town	(UCT);	*and	also	in	the	special	annual	theme
category
For	his	contribution	in	enhancing	the	visual	image	of	forensics	in	SA

Prof	James	O	Chibueze 	–	Distinguished	Professor:	Dept	of	Mathematical	Sciences,
University	of	South	Africa	(UNISA)
For	his	work	in	intra-cluster	magnetic	field	and	jets	of	a	radio	galaxy

Prof	Willie	Chinyamurindi	–	Professor:	Dept	of	Applied	Management	Ethics	and
Leadership,	University	of	Fort	Hare	(UFH)
For	his	research	on	human	and	organisational	capabilities	and	their	role	towards	the	theme	of
development

Prof	Dawood	A	Desai	–	Associate	Professor	and	Section	Head:	Dept	of	Mechanical
and	Mechatronics	Engineering,	TUT
For	the	development	of	novel	techniques	to	reduce	load	shedding	and	costs	to	Eskom	in	SA

Prof	Reuben	Dlamini	–		Associate	Professor	and	Head:	Science	and	Technology,
Wits
For	his	research	cutting	across	multiple	disciplines	(Computer	Science,	IT	and	Education),	and
involves	implementation	and	evaluation	of	complex	digitalisation	initiatives,	and	pedagogical
integration	of	ICT	interventions	in	education	to	improve	access	to	quality	education	and	reduce
educational	inequalities

Prof	Olaniyi	Amos	Fawole 	–	DSTI/NRF	SARChI	Chair	Holder:	Sustainable
Preservation	and	Agroprocessing	Research,	University	of	Johannesburg	(UJ);
Founding	Director:	Postharvest	and	Agroprocessing	Research	Centre	(PARC),	UJ;	Full
Professor	(Extraordinary):	Stellenbosch	University	(SU);	Visiting	Full	Professor:
University	of	Bari	Aldo,	Italy;	and	also	in	the	NSTF-Agricultural	Research	Council
category*
For	pioneering	sustainable	postharvest	solutions,	reducing	food	losses	and	influencing	industry	and
policy

Dr	Mubeen	Goolam	–	Sr	Lecturer:	Cell	Biology,	Dept	of	Human	Biology	and
Neuroscience	Institute	(Inst),	UCT
For	generating	the	first	African-specific	models	of	the	brain	to	study	neural	development	and	disorder
from	a	uniquely	African	perspective

Prof	Wynand	Goosen	–	Extraordinary	Professor:	Molecular	Biology,	SU;	Professor
and	Lead	One	Health:	University	of	the	Free	State	(UFS)
For	his	landmark	discovery	ofMycobacterium	bovisinfection	in	humans	in	SA	 –	the	first	confirmed
cases	in	the	country

Dr	Shajid	Haque 	–	Sr	Lecturer,	Dept	of	Mathematics,	UCT
For	his	work	in	quantum	complexity	that	has	advanced	theoretical	physics	and	cosmology

Dr	Tracey	Hurrell	–	Sr	Researcher:	Bioengineering	and	Integrated	Genomics,	CSIR
For	specialising	in	the	development	and	application	of	cellular	liver-like	models	in
pharmacology/disease	pathophysiology

Dr	Yaseera	Ismail	–	Sr	Lecturer:	Physics	Dept,	SU;	and	also	in	the	special	annual
theme	category*
For	implementing	the	first	satellite-based	quantum	communication	link	on	the	Southern
Hemisphere	and	the	longest	intercontinental	link	between	SA	and	China

Dr	Anand	Krishnan	–	Sr	Lecturer:	Dept	of	Chemical	Pathology,	Precision	Medicine
Integrated	Nano	Diagnostics	(P-MIND)	Laboratory,	Faculty	of	Health	Sciences,	UFS
For	the	work	in	advancing	extracellular	vesicle	research	for	precision	diagnostics	and	translational
medicine

Prof	Tjaart	Krüger	–	Associate	Professor:	Dept	of	Physics,	University	of	Pretoria	(UP);
and	also	in	the	special	annual	theme	category*
For	the	development	of	a	unique	experimental	equipment	to	investigate	the	quantum	design	of
photosynthesis	for	bio-inspired	solar	technologies

Dr	Marian	Loveday	–	Sr	Specialist	Scientist:	Intramural	Research	Units,	HIV	and	other
Infectuous	Diseases,	South	African	Medical	Research	Council	(SAMRC)
For	her	research	on	pregnant	women	with	DR-TB	which	has	informed	the	use	of	newer	and
repurposed	drugs	in	this	population	and	recent	South	African	and	WHO	treatment	guidelines

Prof	Yin-Zhe	Ma	–	Full	Professor	and	Head:	Astrophysics	Group;	Groningen	Joint
Research	Chair:	Computational	Astronomy,	SU
For	helping	with	the	discovery	of	missing	baryons	in	the	Universe

Prof	Nonhlangabezo	Mabuba	–	Full	Professor:	Analytical	Chemistry;	Deputy
Director:	Centre	of	Nanomaterial	Science	Research,	UJ
For	her	leadership	of	the	analytical	environmental	chemistry	group	that	develops	newer,	efficient,	and
sustainable	electrochemical	sensors	for	water	quality	monitoring,	adsorption	and
piezoelectrocatalysis	treatment	methods	to	complement	the	existing	protocols	for	water	purification

Prof	Musa	Siphiwe	Doctor	Manzi	–	Associate	Professor:	Geophysics,	School	of
Geosciences,	Wits;	Johannesburg	Reader,	UJ;	Director:	Seismic	Research	Centre,
Wits
For	his	scientific	work	on	near-surface,	mining,	energy,	and	environmental	geophysics	

Dr	Magda	Minguzzi	–	Associate	Professor:	School	of	Architecture,	Faculty	of
Engineering,	the	Built	Environment	and	Technology,	NMU;	Researcher:	Inst	for	Coastal
and	Marine	Research	(CMR),	NMU
For	his	groundbreaking	research,	conducted	in	partnership	with	the	KhoiSan	Peoples,	that	focuses
on	Indigenous	Knowledge	Systems	(IKS)	and	Indigenous	living	heritage

Prof	Velaphi	Msomi	–	Associate	Professor:	Mechanical	Engineering;	Associate	Chair:
Collaboration,	UNISA;	Sr	Lecturer	and	Adjunct	Professor:	Mechanical	Engineering,
Cape	Peninsula	University	of	Technology	(CPUT)
For	his	contribution	in	environmentally	friendly	advanced	manufacturing	technology

Prof	Bongani	Brian	Nkambule	–	Academic	Leader:	Research;	Associate	Professor:
School	of	Laboratory	Medicine	and	Medical	Sciences,	University	of	KwaZulu-
Natal	(UKZN)
For	his	contribution	focusing	on	understanding	the	risk	and	monitoring	of	b lood	clots	in	patients	with
HIV	and	Type	2	diabetes

Prof	Glen	Nwaila	–	Director:	African	Research	Centre	for	Ore	Systems
Science	(CORES);	Deputy	Head:	School	of	Geoscience;	Associate	Professor:
Geometallurgy	and	Machine	Learning,	Wits
For	his	contribution	in	transforming	critical	minerals	exploration	in	SA	and	the	world	through	a
modernisation	of	geostatistical,	geometallurgical,	and	machine	learning	methods,	multi-scale
geoscience	data,	thought	leadership	in	mining	strategy,	and	uncertainty-quantified	mineral	policy
frameworks

Dr	Adeniyi	Ogunlaja	–	Sr	Lecturer	and	Head:	Chemistry	Dept,	NMU
For	his	contribution	in	integrating	advanced	chemistry	in	CO2	catalysis	for	medicinal	and	green	fuels
application

Prof	Jaco	Olivier	–	Associate	Professor:	Physics;	Director:	DSTI/NRF	Centre	for	High
Resolution	Transmission	Electronic	Microscopy	(HRTEM),	NMU
For	spearheading	the	use	of	aberration-corrected	transmission	electron	microscopy	within	the	South
African	National	System	of	Innovation

Prof	Samuel	Oluwatobi	Oluwafemi	–	Professor	and	Project	Leader:	Nanomaterials
Synthesis	and	Applications	Laboratory,	Dept	of	Chemical	Sciences,	UJ;	and	also	in	the
engineering	research	capacity	development	and	the	special	annual	theme	categories*
For	the	development	of	cost-effective	synthesis	of	nanomaterials-bioconjugates	for	efficient	and
minimally	or	non-invasive	cancer	phototherapy

Prof	Chevonne	Reynolds	–	Associate	Professor:	School	of	Animal,	Plant	and
Environmental	Sciences,	Wits
For	pioneering	innovative	citizen	science	approaches	that	transform	urban	residents	into	active
researchers,	advancing	both	scientific	knowledge	and	environmental	justice	in	cities

Dr	Mamoalosi	Alix	Maria	Selepe 	–	Assistant	Chief	Researcher:	Nuclear	Magnetic
Resonance	(NMR),	UP
For	her	research	contribution	in	natural	product	chemistry	that	encompasses	discovery	of	potential
bioactive	compounds	from	natural	sources,	as	well	as	synthesis	of	natural	compounds	and
derivatives

Prof	Ndidzulafhi	Innocent	Sinthumule 	–	Associate	Professor:	Geography
Environmental	Management	Energy	Studies,	UJ
For	his	contribution	to	research	focused	on	indigenous	knowledge	systems,	environmental
conservation	and	environmental	geography,	and	borders	and	regions

Prof	Susan	Taljaard	–	Principal	Researcher	and	Associate	Professor:	CSIR
For	her	contribution	in	bridging	science	and	policy,	driving	sustainable	coastal	management
solutions	for	Africa

Dr	Wilma	ten	Ham-Baloyi	–	Lecturer	and	Researcher:	Dept	of	Nursing	Science,	NMU
For	her	contribution	in	bridging	evidence	and	practice	in	maternal	and	child	health,	with	a	focus	on
implementation	science,	interdisciplinary	collaborations,	and	frameworks	like	Knowledge-to-Action,
improving	health	outcomes	in	underserved	communities	and	influencing	global	healthcare	practice
and	policy

Prof	Jan	Adriaan	Venter	–	Associate	Professor:	Nature	Conservation,	NMU
For	his	contribution	to	the	field	of	conservation	science

Prof	Alvaro	M	Viljoen	–	DSTI/NRF	SARChI	Chair:	Phytomedicine;	Director:	SAMRC
Herbal	Drugs	Research	Unit,	Dept	of	Pharmaceutical	Sciences,	TUT
For	their	work	in	ensuring	and	promoting	the	quality,	safety	and	efficacy	of	medicinal	plants	and
herbal	products

Prof	Paul	Watts	–	Distinguished	Professor;	DSTI/NRF	SARChI	Chair	in	Microfluidic
Bio/Chemical	Processing,	NMU
For	the	development	of	innovative	technology	that	enables	local	production	of	life-saving	drugs	in
Africa	for	Africans

	
TW	Kambule-NSTF	Award:	Emerging	Researcher
Prize	sponsor:	South	African	Young	Academy	of	Science	(SAYAS)
Dr	Richard	Betz	–	Senior	(Sr)	Lecturer:	Inorganic	Chemistry,	Nelson	Mandela
University	(NMU)
For	his	contribution	in	artificial	Photosynthesis	–	New	Inroads	Into	Unlocking	Carbondioxide

Prof	Ndzondelelo	Bingwa	–	Associate	Professor:	Institute	(Inst)	for	Catalysis	and
Energy	Solutions,	University	of	South	Africa	(UNISA)
For	his	work	in	conversion	of	biomass	and	bio-derived	compounds	into	sustainable	fuels	and	fuel
additives

Dr	Zamani	Cele 	–	Sr	Researcher:	Council	for	Scientific	and	Industrial	Research
(CSIR)
For	being	a	dedicated	medicinal	chemist	focused	on	advancing	health	through	innovative
biomaterial	research

Dr	Rachael	Dangarembizi	–	Sr	Lecturer:	Centre	for	Infectious	Diseases	Research	in
Africa	(CIDRI-Africa),	University	of	Cape	Town	(UCT)
For	being	a	pioneering	African	neuroscientist	advancing	neuroinfectious	disease	research,	securing
major	funding,	mentoring	future	scientists,	and	earning	global	recognition	for	her	groundbreaking
work	on	cryptococcal	meningitis

Dr	Alex	de	Voux	–	Sr	Lecturer,	School	of	Public	Health,	UCT
For	her	research	using	rapid	and	accurate	tests	for	sexually	transmitted	infections	to	improve	uptake
of	HIV	pre-exposure	prophylaxis	among	pregnant	women	to	prevent	adverse	birth	outcomes

Dr	Sathish	Sundar	Dhilip	Kumar	–	Sr	Lecturer:	Laser	Research	Centre,	Faculty	of
Health	Sciences,	University	of	Johannesburg	(UJ)
For	his	contribution	in	innovative	research	in	nanomedicine	advances	photodynamic	and
photobiomodulation	therapies

Mrs	Naeema	Ahmad	Ramadan	Hussein	El	Kout	–	Lecturer	(nGAP):	Faculty	of
Health	Sciences,	School	of	Therapeutic	Sciences,	Dept	of	Physiotherapy,	Wits;	also	in
the	NSTF-TIA	Green	Economy	category*
For	pioneering	sustainable,	affordable	disability	healthcare,	notably	using	recycled	plastic	assistive
devices,	with	global	recognition

Dr	Mahlatse	Kganyago	–	Sr	Lecturer:	Remote	Sensing/GIS,	Dept	of	Geography	and
Environmental	Management	and	Energy	Studies,	UJ;	and	also	in	the	NSTF-Agricultural
Research	Council	category*
For	the	use	of	space	technology	and	AI	to	enhance	the	understanding	of	agricultural	systems	and
achieve	food	security	for	all

Dr	Kgaugelo	Kgasago	–	Medical	Virology	Registrar:	National	Health	Laboratory
Service	(NHLS),	University	of	Pretoria	(UP)
For	a	contribution	in	research	towards	the	understanding	of	an	emerging	pathogen	(SARS-CoV-2)
and	the	diagnostic	modalities	for	infections	with	the	pathogen

Dr	Malik	Dilshad	Khan	–	Sr	Research	Fellow:	University	of	Zululand	(UNIZULU)
For	developing	innovative	materials	and	catalysts	for	sustainable	energy	generation	and	storage,
including	green	hydrogen,	supercapacitors,	and	Zn-air	batteries

Dr	Gerald	J	Maarman	–	Sr	Lecturer:	Division	of	Medical	Physiology,	Stellenbosch
University	(SU)
Discovering	new	medications	and	better	understanding	disease	through	a	mitochondrial	lens

Dr	Sipokazi	Mabuwa	–	Sr	Lecturer:	Dept	of	Mechanical	Engineering,	Durban
University	of	Technology	(DUT)
For	her	work	in	advancings	engineering	innovation	by	developing	sustainable,	high-performance
materials	and	cutting-edge	welding	techniques	for	aerospace	and	marine	applications

Dr	Samkelo	Malgas	–	Sr	Lecturer:	Biochemistry,	UP
For	his	pioneering	studies	using	enzymes	to	generate	useful	commodities,	such	as	nutraceuticals,
from	waste	plant	materials	for	the	bioeconomy

Dr	Muthumuni	Managa	–	Sr	Lecturer:	Inst	for	Nanotechnology	and	Water
Sustainability	(iNanoWS),	College	of	Science,	Engineering	and	Technology	(CSET),
UNISA
For	her	contribution	in	an	approach	to	keep	water	safe	in	water	storage	systems	using	sunlight

Dr	Rahaba	Makgotso	Marima	–	Sr	Research	Officer:	Pan	African	Cancer	Research
Inst	(PACRI),	UP
For	her	work	on	cervical	cancer	in	HIV	positive	South	African	women

Dr	Maria	Ntsoaki	Mathabathe 	–	Sr	Researcher:	Manufacturing	Cluster,	CSIR
For	advancing	g-TiAl	alloy	fabrication	through	innovative	metallurgy	to	enhance	aerospace	and
automotive	efficiency,	sustainability,	and	performance

Prof	Topside	Ehleketani	Mathonsi	–	Associate	Professor	and	Head:	Information	and
Communication	Technology	Dept,	Tshwane	University	of	Technology	(TUT)
For	his	contribution	in	the	intelligent	Intersystem	Handover	Algorithm	for	Heterogeneous	Wireless
Networks

Dr	Sandiso	Mnguni	–	Researcher:	Entomology	(Biosystematics),	Agricultural
Research	Council	Plant	Health	and	Protection	(ARC-LNR	PHP);	Honorary	Researcher:
Palaeoentomology,	Evolutionary	Studies	Inst,	Wits
For	describing	and	naming	four	new	species	of	fossil	rove/staphylinid	beetles,	reported	on	a	fossil
thrips,	and	submitted	manuscripts	that	describe	a	fossil	aphid	and	fossil	planthoppers	

Dr	Moleboheng	Mokhele-Ramulumo	–	Sr	Lecturer:	Natural	Sciences	Education,
North-West	University	(NWU)
For	the	development	of	Renewable	Rangers,	a	digital	educational	game,	which	simplifies	complex
sustainability	concepts	like	renewable	energy,	fostering	environmental	awareness	and
sparking	interest	in	STEM	through	interactive,	engaging	learning	(STEM	=	science,	technology,
engineering	and	mathematics)

Prof	Shahida	Moosa	–	Head:	Medical	Genetics,	Tygerberg	Hospital;	Professor:
Medical	Genetics,	SU;	and	also	in	the	NSTF-SAMRC	Clinician-Scientist	category*
Genomics	for	Health	in	Africa	–	leveraging	the	power	of	the	African	genome	for	precision	health	in
Africa

Dr	Alseno	Kagiso	Mosai	–	Postdoctoral	Fellow:	MINTEK	and	Wits;	Lecturer	and
Researcher:	Environmental	Analytical	Chemistry	Research,	UP
For	his	contribution	in	assessing	and	preventing	the	effect	of	mining	and	landfills	on	water
resources	and	living	organisms

Prof	Thapelo	Mosetlhe 	–	Associate	Professor:	Dept	of	Electrical	Engineering,	UNISA
For	his	contribution	in	advancing	sustainable	energy	solutions	with	smart	technologies	for	off-grid
communities	in	Africa	and	beyond

Dr	Isaac	Mphele	Nape 	–	Lecturer	and	Researcher:	School	of	Physics,	Structured
Light	Lab,	Wits	&	IBM	Collaboration	(Research	Office),	Wits;	*and	also	in	the	special
annual	theme	category
For	his	work	in	shaping	light	for	future	quantum	technologies

Dr	Mohlalakoma	Therecia	Ngwako	–	Lecturer:	School	of	Electrical	and	Information
Engineering,	Wits
For	her	contribution	to	energy-based	modelling	and	control	of	an	automated	haulage	trolley	system

Dr	Maurice	Nyambuya	–	Sr	Lecturer:	Molecular	Medicine	and	Haematology,	Wits
For	his	role	of	T-cells	in	type	2	diabetes,	offering	new	insights	for	prevention	and	treatment	in	SA

Dr	Keagan	Pokpas	–	Sr	Lecturer	and	Researcher:	Nano-electrochemistry	and	Sensor
Technologies,	University	of	the	Western	Cape	(UWC)
For	pioneering	low-cost	electrochemical	sensing	technologies	for	environmental	and	health
monitoring,	addressing	pollution	and	disease	outbreaks	in	low-income	communities

Dr	Bathabile	Ramalapa	–	Sr	Researcher:	CSIR;	Extra-ordinary	Sr	Lecturer:	Material
Science	Innovation	and	Modelling,	NMU
For	pioneering	affordable,	effective	bio-based	treatments	and	medical	devices	tailored	for	African
healthcare	needs

Prof	Risimati	Ephraim	Rikhotso	–	Head:	Clinical	Dept	(Maxillofacial	and	Oral
Surgery),	Wits;	and	also	in	the	NSTF-SAMRC	Clinician-Scientist	category*
For	leading	the	innovations	that	showcase	the	emergence	of	cutting-edge	technologies	shaping
traditional	practices	in	temporomandibular	joint	surgery	and	mandibular	defects	reconstruction

Dr	Lisa	Ann	Rothmann	–	Sr	Lecturer	and	Researcher:	Dept	of	Plant	Sciences,	UFS
For	her	contribution	in	interdisciplinary,	team-based	research	to	develop	practical	solutions	for	plant
diseases	to	protect	crops	and	empower	communities

Dr	Patrick	Thabang	Sekoai	–	Sr	Researcher,	CSIR
For	his	work	in	circular	bioeconomy	as	a	tool	to	address	the	food-energy	nexus	crisis	in	rural	areas

Prof	Mmapatla	Precious	Senyolo	–	Associate	Professor:	Agricultural	Economics,
University	of	Limpopo	(UL)
For	her	research	focusing	on	the	socioeconomics	of	climate-smart	agriculture

Prof	Thandiwe	Sithole 	–	Associate	Professor:	Dept	of	Chemical	Engineering,	UJ
For	her	work	in	turning	waste	materials	into	valuable	products	while	purifying	water	and	tackling
invasive	species,	driving	sustainability	and	innovation	for	a	healthier	planet

Dr	Emmanuel	Kweinor	Tetteh	–	Sr	Researcher:	Green	Engineering	Research
Group,	Dept	of	Chemical	Engineering,	Faculty	of	Engineering	and	the	Built
Environment,	DUT
For	his	multidisciplinary	research	interest,	leadership	and	innovation,	with	over	50	postgraduate
mentees,	his	work	continues	to	shape	sustainable	environmental	engineering

Dr	Bonginkosi	Thango	–	Sr	Lecturer:	Dept	of	Electrical	and	Electronic	Engineering
Technology,	UJ
For	the	development	of	innovative	IoT-based	systems	for	real-time	water	quality	monitoring,
addressing	SA’s	water	crisis	through	interdisciplinary	engineering	and	advancing	global
sustainability	goals

Prof	Thobela	Louis	Tyasi	–	Associate	Professor:	School	of	Agricultural	and
Environmental	Sciences,	UL
For	his	work	in	genetic	improvement	of	the	livestock	in	SA

Dr	Fezile	Wagner	–	Principal	Researcher:	Analytics	and	Institutional	Research	Unit,
Wits
For	her	work	that	explores	the	link	between	mental	distress	and	student	success	to	drive	more
inclusive	higher	education	policies

	
Management	Award
Dr	Anita	Burger	–	Research	and	Innovation	Manager:	Institute	(Inst)	for	Microbial
Biotechnology	(IMBM),	University	of	the	Western	Cape	(UWC)
For	being	the	catalyst	of	the	IMBM’s	successful	trajectory	in	the	development	of	novel	biobased
technologies

Dr	Robin	Drennan	–	Director:	Research	Development,	University	of	the
Witwatersrand	(Wits)
For	his	work	in	research	and	innovation	management	and	stewardship	that	will	enable	our	collective
future

Mrs	Wiana	Louw	–	General	Manager:	Southern	African	Grain	Laboratory	(SAGL)
For	revolutionising	grain	quality	and	food	safety	in	SA	by	integrating	cutting-edge	analytical	testing,
mycotoxin	monitoring,	and	global	regulatory	alignment,	ensuring	market	access,	food	security,	and
industry	innovation

Dr	Brian	Masara	–	Executive	Officer:	South	African	Institute	of	Physics	(SAIP)
For	being	a	transformative	leader	advancing	physics	for	socioeconomic	development	through
strategic	governance,	education	initiatives,	international	collaborations,	and	public	engagement,
ensuring	SAIP	impact	across	SA	and	the	continent

Dr	Jabu	Mtsweni	–	Head:	Information	and	Cyber	Security	Research	Centre;	Technical
Lead:	National	Policy	Data	Observatory,	Council	for	Scientific	and	Industrial	Research
(CSIR)
For	being	a	leading	cybersecurity	expert,	heading	a	large	team	at	the	CSIR,	developing	and
deploying	solutions,	shaping	national	policy,	and	building	SA's	cybersecurity	capacity

Mrs	Sibongile	Ntsoelengoe 	–	Executive	Cluster	Manager:	Mining,	CSIR
For	her	impactful	leadership	in	shaping	the	future	of	sustainable,	safe,	and	technology-driven	mining

Mrs	Elaine	Audrey	Petersen	–	Finance	Manager:	Department	of	Science,
Technology	and	Innovation	(DSTI)/National	Research	Foundation	(NRF)	Centre	of
Excellence	in	Food	Security,	UWC
For	ensuring	the	financial	sustainability	of	groundbreaking	food	security	research,	setting	a	national
benchmark	for	research	governance

Dr	Nthabiseng	Taole-Mjimba	–	Deputy	Vice-Chancellor:	Research,	Partnerships	and
Innovation,	University	of	Fort	Hare	(UFH)
For	being	a	leader	of	note	in	the	field	of	research	and	innovation	management

	
Engineering	Research	Capacity	Development	Awards
Advanced	Mechatronic	Technology	Centre	(AMTC)	–	Mr	Karl	du	Preez,	Director
For	shaping	the	future	of	engineering	–	where	students	turn	bold	ideas	into	breakthrough
innovations	in	drones,	automation,	and	renewable	energy

Prof	Anne	Fitchett	–	Retired	Honorary	Associate	Professor:	School	of	Civil	and
Environmental	Engineering,	University	of	the	Witwatersrand	(Wits)
For	facilitating	entry	into	engineering	and	the	smooth	passage	of	undergraduates	since	2004
creating	an	enabling	environment	that	supports	a	passion	for	engineering	and	the	enrolment	of
postgraduate	researchers

Prof	Andrew	Forbes	–	Distinguished	Professor:	School	of	Physics,	Wits;	Director:
South	African	Quantum	Technology	Initiative;	and	also	in	the	special	annual	theme
category*
For	being	a	key	driver	of	capacity	building	in	quantum	science	and	technology	in	SA

Mrs	Nomsa	Mafodi	–	Managing	Director:	Fenoma	Met	Resserve;	Principal
Consultant:	Tshepa	Basadi	(Pty)	Ltd;	Goup	Technologist:	Exxaro	Resources;
Professionals	in	Training	(PIT)	Metallurgist,	Exxaro
For	her	contribution	in	research	that	underscores	the	pressing	need	for	coal	companies	to
understand	the	importance	of	process	development	and	technological	transformation	by	adopting
new	technologies	that	are	cost-effective,	produce	high-quality	coal	through	simplified,	lean	structural
designs	and	dry	processes

Masters	Nanoscience	Programme	–	Prof	Robert	Lindsay,	Director:	National
Nanoscience	Postgraduate	Teaching	and	Training	Platform	(NNPTTP)
For	providing	the	people	for	the	nanotechnology	industry

Prof	Modupe	Cecilia	Mewomo	–	Associate	Professor:	Department	(Dept)	of
Construction	Management	and	Quantity	Surveying,	Durban	University	of	Technology
(DUT)
For	being	an	outstanding	leader	committed	to	nurturing	the	next	generation	of	science,	engineering
and	technology	researchers

Prof	Raj	Naidoo	–	Professor	and	Head:	Dept	of	Electrical,	Electronic	and	Computer
Engineering,	University	of	Pretoria	(UP)
For	his	contributions	focusing	on	advancing	power	and	energy	systems,	with	a	particular	emphasis
on	smart	grids,	microgrids,	and	hydrogen	fuel	cell	technologies

Prof	Samuel	Oluwatobi	Oluwafemi	–	Professor	and	Project	Leader:	Nanomaterials
Synthesis	and	Applications	Laboratory,	Dept	of	Chemical	Sciences,	University	of
Johannesburg	(UJ);	and	also	in	the	TW	Kambule-NSTF	researcher	and	the	special
annual	theme	categories*
For	the	development	of	cost-effective	synthesis	of	nanomaterials-bioconjugates	for	efficient	and
minimally	or	non-invasive	cancer	phototherapy

Prof	Kriveshini	Pillay	–	Full	Professor:	Dept	of	Chemical	Sciences,	UJ
For	developing	novel	nanomaterials	and	other	low-cost	materials	for	water	treatment

Qfrency	Text-to-Speech	–	Mr	Aby	Louw,	Principal	Engineer:	Natural	Language
Processing	Group,	CSIR
Qfrency	TTS	is	the	first	and	only	text-to-speech	system	that	supports	all	11-official	spoken	South
African	languages,	advancing	digital	inclusivity,	education,	customer	service	and	assistive
technology

Prof	Craig	Sheridan	–	Chair	in	Water	Research:	Claude	Leon	Foundation	Water
Stewardship	Programme;	Full	Professor:	School	of	Geography,	Archaeology	and
Environmental	Studies,	Wits;	and	also	in	the	NSTF-Water	Research	Commission
category*
For	supporting	young	researchers	in	solving	socially	relevant	and	pressing	societal	needs

SAIIE	Knowledge	Development	and	Promotion	Stream	–	Dr	Teresa	S	Hattingh,
President
For	their	substantial	contribution	to	research	capacity	development	in	Industrial	Engineering	in	SA

Vehicle	Dynamics	Group	(VDG),	UP	–	Prof	Pieter	Schalk	Els,	Leader;	Professor:	UP;
Deputy	General	Secretary:	International	Society	for	Terrain	Vehicle	Systems	(ISTVS),
Europe-Africa	Region;	Editor:	Journal	of	Terramechanics
For	their	work	in	improving	vehicle	comfort,	safety	and	efficiency	in	challenging	environments	by
developing	a	fundamental	understanding	of	vehicle	technology,	training	students	and	working
closely	with	industry

	
NSTF-Water	Research	Commission	(WRC)	Award
Sponsored	by	the	WRC	since	2017
Prof	Abayneh	A	Ambushe 	–	Associate	Professor:	Department	(Dept)	of	Chemical
Sciences,	Faculty	of	Science,	University	of	Johannesburg	(UJ)
For	his	work	in	monitoring	and	speciation	of	potentially	toxic	elements	in	water	and	other
environmental	matrices

Prof	Chris	Curtis	–	Professor:	Physical	Geography,	UJ
For	working	across	diverse	fields	of	water,	air	and	soil	pollution,	landuse	and	climate	change	along
with	vulnerable	communities	to	achieve	progress	towards	sustainable	use	of	SA’s	scarce	and	highly
impacted	water	resources

Prof	Bennie	Grové 	–	Associate	Professor:	Dept	of	Agricultural	Economics,	University
of	the	Free	State	(UFS)
For	his	research	that	advanced	sustainable	irrigation	by	integrating	economic	and	engineering
principles,	directly	shaping	national	design	norms	for	water	and	energy	efficiency	in	agriculture

Mr	Manuel	Nicholas	Jackson	–	Manager:	Water	Institute,	Stellenbosch	University
(SU)
For	their	strong	focus	on	addressing	SA's	complex	water	security	challenges	through	multi-
disciplinary	research,	development	and	innovation,	as	well	as	human	capacity	development

Prof	Liza	Korsten	–	Professor:	Plant	Health	and	Food	Safety;	Co-Director:
Department	of	Science,	Technology	and	Innovation	(DSTI)/National	Research
Foundation	(NRF)	Centre	of	Excellence	in	Food	Security,	University	of	Pretoria	(UP);
President:	Africa	Academy	of	Sciences;	and	also	in	the	Lifetime,	Science	Diplomacy	in
Africa	and	NSTF-Agricultural	Research	Commission	categories*
For	her	contribution	in	turning	water	science	into	solutions	for	SA’s	future

Prof	Paula	Melariri	–	Director	and	Acting	Director:	Research,	Faculty	of	Health
Sciences;	Manager:	Malaria	Project,	Council	for	Scientific	and	Industrial	Research
(CSIR)
For	contributing	to	water	quality	and	health

Prof	Ajay	Kumar	Mishra	–	Professor:	Dept	of	Chemistry,	University	of	the	Western
Cape	(UWC)
For	his	contribution	in	developing	cost-effective	and	high-performance	nanomaterials	used	for
economical	and	sustainable	water	treatment	systems.

Prof	Bongani	Ncube 	–	Chair:	DSTI/NRF	South	African	Research	Chair	Initiative
(SARChI)	in	Governance	and	Economics	of	Water	and	Sanitation	Sector	Institutions;
Associate	Professor:	Faculty	of	Engineering	and	the	Built	Environment,	Cape
Peninsula	University	of	Technology	(CPUT)
For	addressing	complex	water	governance	and	economics	for	equitable	access	to	water	and
assisting	institutions	to	operate	efficiently	while	building	capacity	at	various	levels

Dr	Sean	Perry	–	Chief	Executive	Officer	(CEO):	AMD	Solutions;	and	also	in	the
Innovation:	Corporate	Organisation	category*
For	revolutionising	water	management	with	eco-friendly,	natural	solutions	for	treating	acid	mine
drainage,	protecting	ecosystems	and	supporting	sustainable	development

Dr	Gavin	Rishworth	–	Senior	Lecturer:	Dept	of	Zoology,	NMU
For	his	work	on	research	that	identifies	sentinel	indicators	of	precious	coastal	groundwater	supply

Prof	Craig	Sheridan	–	Chair	in	Water	Research:	Claude	Leon	Foundation	Water
Stewardship	Programme;	Full	Professor:	School	of	Geography,	Archaeology	and
Environmental	Studies,	Wits;	and	also	in	the	engineering	research	capacity
development	category*
For	contributing	in	conducting	research	into	solving	water	challenges	in	SA,	using	collaboration	to
ensure	research	is	meaningful

	
NSTF-SAMRC	Clinician-Scientist	Award
Sponsored	by	the	South	African	Medical	Research	Council	(SAMRC)	since	2023
Dr	Terusha	Chetty	–	Deputy	Director	and	Specialist	Clinician	Scientist:	HIV	and	other
Infectious	Diseases	Research	Unit,	SAMRC;	Honorary	Senior	(Sr)	Lecturer:	Discipline
of	Public	Health	Medicine,	School	of	Nursing	and	Public	Health,	University	of	KwaZulu-
Natal	(UKZN)
For	her	contribution	in	transforming	maternal	and	child	HIV	care	in	SA	by	shaping	national	policies,
improving	treatment	access,	and	pioneering	innovative	prevention	strategies	for	mothers	and	their
infants

Prof	Osayande	Evbuomwan	–	Associate	Professor	and	Medical	Specialist:
Department	(Dept)	of	Nuclear	Medicine,	University	of	the	Free	State	(UFS)
For	his	contribution	in	novel	imaging	approach	that	was	able	to	detect	very	mild	disease	in	patients
with	rheumatoid	arthritis,	who	otherwise	would	have	been	labelled	as	disease	free

Prof	Niren	Ray	Maharaj	–	Full	Professor	and	Academic	Head:	Dept	of	Obstetrics	and
Gynaecology,	UFS;	Head	of	Dept:	Obstetrics	and	Gynaecology,	Prince	Mshiyeni
Memorial	Hospital,	UKZN
For	his	contributions	to	research	in	medical	science,	women’s	health,	medical	law,	and	medical
education	in	an	integrative	approach	in	healthcare,	leveraging	his	expertise	to	promote
interprofessional	health	education

Prof	Shahida	Moosa	–	Head:	Medical	Genetics,	Tygerberg	Hospital;	Professor:
Medical	Genetics,	Stellenbosch	University	(SU);	and	also	in	the	TW-Kamule-NSTF
emerging	researcher	category*
Genomics	for	Health	in	Africa	–	leveraging	the	power	of	the	African	genome	for	precision	health	in
Africa

Dr	Melissa	Nel	–	Sr	Lecturer:	Dept	of	Medicine,	University	of	Cape	Town	(UCT);	Head:
Neurogenomics	Lab,	UCT	Neuroscience	Institute
For	her	contributions	in	genome	sequencing	introduced	to	clinics	through	a	translational	research
programme	which	aims	to	provide	answers	to	patients	with	rare	neurological	disorders

Prof	Risimati	Ephraim	Rikhotso	–	Head:	Clinical	Dept	(Maxillofacial	and	Oral
Surgery),	University	of	the	Witwatersrand	(Wits);	and	also	in	the	TW-Kamule-NSTF
emerging	researcher	category*
For	his	contribution	to	the	Wits	condylar	classification	system	and	the	mandibular	condyle	scoring
system	which	serve	as	decision-making	tools	for	the	treatment	of	mandibular	condylar	fractures

Prof	Leigh	van	den	Heuvel	–	Specialist	Psychiatrist:	Tygerberg	Hospital,	Cape	Town;
Associate	Professor:	SU
For	her	outstanding	contributions	towards	advancing	knowledge	in	psychiatry	and	improving	mental
health	outcomes	of	South	Africans

Prof	Aneesa	Vanker	–	Associate	Professor	and	Paediatric	Pulmonologist:	Red	Cross
War	Memorial	Children’s	Hospital,	Cape	Town;	SAMRC	Post-doctoral	Clinician
Fellowship,	UCT
For	her	work	on	the	impact	of	environmental	factors	on	child	health	and	lung	disease

	
NSTF-TIA	Green	Economy	Award
Sponsored	by	the	Technology	Innovation	Agency	(TIA)	since	2023
Bioplastics	and	Biocomposites	Team,	Council	for	Scientific	and	Industrial
Research	(CSIR)	–	Dr	Maya	Mathew	(John),	Principal	Researcher	and	Platform
Leader
Bio-based	materials	and	technologies	for	sustainable	development

Prof	Schalk	Grobbelaar	–	Associate	Professor;	Chairperson:	York	Timbers	Chair	in
Wood	Structural	Engineering,	University	of	Pretoria	(UP)
The	Wood	Structural	Engineering	Programme	drives	sustainable	timber	construction	through
research,	innovation,	and	collaboration	to	advance	economic	growth,	social	development,	and
environmental	resilience

Mrs	Naeema	Ahmad	Ramadan	Hussein	El	Kout	–	Lecturer	(nGAP):	Faculty	of
Health	Sciences,	School	of	Therapeutic	Sciences,	Dept	of	Physiotherapy,	University	of
the	Witwatersrand	(Wits);	also	in	the	TW	Kambule-NSTF	researcher	category*
For	pioneering	sustainable,	affordable	disability	healthcare,	notably	using	recycled	plastic	assistive
devices,	with	global	recognition

Prof	Nobanathi	Wendy	Maxakato	–	Associate	Professor:	Chemistry;	Founder	and
Team	leader:	Materials	for	Energy	Research,	University	of	Johannesburg	(UJ)
The	electrocatalysts	under	investigation	will	enable	greener	and	more	efficient	catalytic	energy
conversion,	supporting	the	transition	to	a	low-carbon	economy

Dr	Hendrik	Smith	–	Conservation	Agriculture	Facilitator
For	being	instrumental	in	the	transformation	to	regenerative	conservation	agriculture	through	an	on-
farm,	farmer-led,	participatory	systems	research	approach

Sustainability,	Economics	and	Waste	Research	Group,	CSIR	–	Mr	Anton	Nahman,
Research	Group	Leader	II	and	Principal	Researcher	
For	providing	scientific	evidence	and	decision	support	to	enable	sustainable	consumption	and
production,	and	the	transition	to	a	circular	economy

	
Science	Diplomacy	for	Africa	Award
Sponsored	by	the	Science	Diplomacy	Capital	for	Africa	initiative	(SDCfA)	(since	2024)
managed	by	the	Council	for	Scientific	and	Industrial	Research	(CSIR)	on	behalf	of
the	Department	of	Science,	Technology	and	Innovation	(DSTI)
Centre	for	Community	Technologies	(CCT),	Nelson	Mandela	University	(NMU)	–
Prof	Darelle	van	Greunen,	Director;	Distinguished	Professor:	Information	Technology,
NMU
For	uniquely	bridging	academic	innovation	and	community	empowerment,	using	technology	not	just
as	a	tool,	but	as	a	catalyst	for	sustainable	development,	social	change,	and	digital	equity

Prof	Ereck	Chakauya	–	Network	Manager:	AUDA	NEPAD	Southern	Africa	Network	for
Biosciences	(SANBio),	CSIR
For	harnessing	expertise	across	three	SADC	member	states	to	modernise	indigenous	knowledge
based	traditional	medicine	for	managing	HIV/AIDS	in	Eswatini,	Zimbabwe,	and	Southern	Africa

Coastal	Systems	and	Earth	Observation	Research	Group,	CSIR	–	Mr	Steven
Weerts,	Research	Group	Leader	and	Principal	Researcher
South	African	researchers	support	Blue	Economic	development	in	Africa	through	science	diplomacy
for	sustainable	coastal	development	and	marine	governance

Electric	Mobility	Lab,	Stellenbosch	University	(SU)	–	Prof	MJ	(Thinus)	Booysen,
Director	and	Founder;	Professor:	Engineering;	Research	Chair:	Internet	of	Things,	SU
For	pioneering	transport	electrification	in	SA	and	sub-Saharan	Africa	through	vehicle	conversions,
solar	charging,	a	6,000	km	solar-powered	electric	bike	journey,	and	over	30	journal	publications,
laying	the	foundation	for	sustainable	e-mobility

International	Centre	for	Genetic	Engineering	and	Biotechnology	(ICGEB	–
Cape	Town	Component)	–	Dr	Luiz	Zerbini,	Director;	Group	Leader:	Cancer
Genomics
For	being	the	world’s	leading	intergovernmental	organisation	for	research,	training	and	technology
transfer	in	the	field	of	Life	Sciences	and	Biotechnology	by	championing	scientific	diplomacy	through
its	global	Fellowship	and	Training	Programme,	using	science	to	bring	countries	together	in	a	unique
manner	to	solve	major	global	challenges

Mr	Bryan	Johnston	–	Senior	HPC	Technologist	II:	CSIR
For	his	work	in	advancing	scientific	computing	in	Africa	by	enabling	hundreds	of	computational
scientists	through	the	deployment	of	advanced	research	computing	systems,	fostering	of	Africa’s
largest	virtual	cyberinfrastructure	community,	and	facilitating	global	collaborations	and	partnerships

Prof	Liza	Korsten	–	Professor:	Plant	Health	and	Food	Safety;	Co-Director:
DSTI/National	Research	Foundation	(NRF)	Centre	of	Excellence	in	Food	Security;
President:	Africa	Academy	of	Sciences;	and	also	in	the	Lifetime,	NSTF-Water
Research	Commission	and	NSTF-Agricultural	Research	Commission	categories
For	championing	Africa’s	food	future	through	science	diplomacy	and	sustainable	innovation

Niche	Integrated	Solutions	(Pty)	Ltd	–	Ms	Nisha	Kostas,	Director;	and	also	in	the
Innovation:	SMME	category*
For	their	work	in	driving	global	disruptive	technologies	–	fit	for	purpose	for	Africa

NTP	Radioisotopes	SOC	Ltd	–	Group	Managing	Director:	Mr	Thabo	Tselane
For	their	work	in	revolutionising	nuclear	medicine	in	Africa	through	innovative	radiopharmaceutical
production	and	capacity-building	initiatives	that	bring	advanced	cancer	care	and	diagnostic	imaging
to	under-resourced	regions

SARIMA	(Southern	African	Research	and	Innovation	Management	Association)
–	Prof	Emilia	Afonso	Nhalevilo,	President;	Rector:	Pungue	University,	Mozambique
For	actively	assisting	to	build	capabilities	within	universities	and	other	research	and	innovation
institutions	in	the	SADC	region	to	better	enable	research	development,	technology	transfer	and
commercialisation	of	Intellectual	Property	for	the	benefit	of	African	societies	and	economies

	
NSTF-Agricultural	Research	Council	(ARC)	Award
Sponsored	by	the	ARC	NEW	in	2025
Agrishelves	Marketplace 	–	Mr	Lindelani	Xhanti,	Chief	Innovation	Manager
For	empowering	sustainable	agriculture	with	direct	farm-to-table	connections,	fostering	fair	trade
and	eco-friendly	practices

Prof	Michael	Aliber	–	Professor,	University	of	Fort	Hare	(UFH)
For	developing	a	strategic	approach	towards	land	acquisition	for	SA’s	land	reform	programme

Department	of	Animal	Science,	University	of	Pretoria	(UP)	–	Prof	Carina	Visser,
Head	of	Department	(Dept)	and	Associate	Professor
For	the	contribution	to	sustainable	animal	protein	production	in	African	landscapes

Prof	Olaniyi	Amos	Fawole 	–	Chair	Holder:	Department	of	Science,	Technology	and
Innovation	(DSTI)/National	Research	Foundation	(NRF)	South	African	Research	Chairs
Initiative	(SARChI)	in	Sustainable	Preservation	and	Agroprocessing	Research,
University	of	Johannesburg	(UJ);	Founding	Director:	Postharvest	and	Agroprocessing
Research	Centre	(PARC),	UJ;	Full	Professor	(Extraordinary):	Stellenbosch	University
(SU);	Visiting	Full	Professor:	University	of	Bari	Aldo,	Italy;	and	also	in	the	TW	Kambule-
NSTF	researcher	category*
For	his	impactful	research	in	sustainable	postharvest	technology	and	agroprocessing,	driving	food
security	and	agricultural	sustainability	in	SA

Dr	Mahlatse	Kganyago	–	Senior	Lecturer:	Dept	of	Geography,	Environmental
Management	and	Energy	Studies,	UJ;	and	also	in	the	TW-Kambule	Emerging
Researcher	category*
For	the	use	of	space	technology	and	AI	to	enhance	our	understanding	of	agricultural	systems	and
achieve	food	security	for	all

Prof	Liza	Korsten	–	Professor:	Plant	Health	and	Food	Safety,	UP;	Co-Director:
DSTI/NRF	Centre	of	Excellence	in	Food	Security;	President:	Africa	Academy	of
Sciences;	and	also	in	the	Lifetime,	NSTF-Water	Research	Commission	and	Science
Diplomacy	for	Africa	categories*
For	revolutionising	food	safety,	blending	science	and	practical	solutions	to	protect	fresh	produce	and
public	health	across	Africa

Maize	Biofortification	and	Climate	Resilience	Breeding	Team,	collaboration
between	ARC	and	University	of	the	Free	State	(UFS)	–	Prof	Maryke
Labuschagne,	Professor:	Plant	Breeding;	DSTI/NRF	SARChI	Chair:	Disease	resistance
and	quality	in	field	crops
For	their	contribution	in	maize	biofortification	and	identification	of	climate	resilient	biofortified	maize
was	done	through	collaborative	research

Prof	Stephanie	Juliane	Editha	Midgley	–	Specialist	Scientist:	Climate	Change,
Western	Cape	Department	of	Agriculture;	Extraordinary	Associate	Professor:
Horticultural	Science,	SU
For	her	contribution	in	leading	climate	change	adaptation	and	resilience	in	the	agricultural	sector

Precision	Agriculture	Information	Systems	(PAIS),	Council	for	Scientific	and
Industrial	Research	(CSIR)	–	Prof	Moses	Azong	Cho,	Research	Group	Leader	and
Project	Leader
For	their	development	of	PAIS,	a	cutting-edge	digital	tool	using	satellite	data	to	help	African	farmers
boost	productivity,	cut	costs,	and	make	data-driven	decisions	for	sustainable	agriculture

Prof	Hettie	Carina	Schönfeldt	–	Professor:	Dept	of	Animal	Science,	Faculty	of
Natural	and	Agricultural	Sciences,	UP;	Extraordinary	Lecturer:	School	of	Health
Systems	and	Public	Health,	UP;	DSTI/NRF/National	Development	Plan	(NDP)	SARChI
Chair:	Nutrition	and	Food	Security	Tier	1
For	her	work	that	aligns	with	national	priorities	and	global	sustainability	goals,	offering	a	pathway	to
creating	a	resilient	and	inclusive	food	system	that	can	effectively	combat	malnutrition	and	hunger	in
SA

Prof	Martin	Steyn	–	Professor:	Dept	of	Plant	and	Soil	Sciences,	UP
For	his	contribution	in	research	over	the	past	15	years	that	focuses	on	improving	the	long-term
sustainability	of	potato	production	in	SA

Smallholder	Essential	Oils	Implementation	Team,	CSIR	with	the	European	Union
General	Budget	Support	–	Mr	Ebrahim	Wadiwala,	Senior	Development	Specialist;
Researcher:	Agroprocessing	Research	Group,	Advanced	Agriculture	and	Foods
Cluster,	CSIR
For	implementing	small-scale	technologies	combining	several	stages	of	the	essential	oil	value-
chain	offer	prospects	for	viable	products

	
Data	for	Research	Award
BioSCape:	The	Biodiversity	Survey	of	the	Cape 	–	Dr	Jasper	A	Slingsby,	Senior
(Sr)	Lecturer:	Department	of	Biological	Sciences,	University	of	Cape	Town	(UCT);
Director:	Centre	for	Statistics	in	Ecology,	the	Environment	and	Conservation,	UCT;
Honorary	Research	Associate:	South	African	Environmental	Observation	Network
(SAEON)
For	their	work	in	collecting	the	largest	airborne	and	ground	biodiversity	data	set	in	Africa,	bringing	us
closer	to	measuring,	monitoring,	and	understanding	global	biodiversity	using	remote	sensing

Bureau	for	Food	and	Agricultural	Policy:	Data	Science 	–	Mrs	Marion	Delport,
Manager:	Data	Science
For	leveraging	on-farm	big	data	capabilities	for	data-driven	management	decision	making

Digital	Library	Services,	Ibali:	Digital	Collections,	UCT	–	Dr	Sanjin	Muftić,	Digital
Scholarship	Specialist
For	an	open-access,	interactive	repository	for	showcasing	and	building	digital	cultural	heritage
collections

Digital	Library	Services,	Libraries	for	ZivaHub	Open	Data,	UCT	–	Ms	Thandokazi
Maceba,	Data	Curation	Officer
For	an	open-access	data	repository	serving	as	a	publishing	and	access	platform	for	research	data
and	scholarly	outputs	available	to	all	students,	staff	and	the	public

Mammal	Research	Institute	(MRI)	Whale	Unit,	University	of	Pretoria	(UP)	–	Dr
Els	Vermeulen,	Sr	Lecturer	and	Research	Manager:	MRI	Whale	Unit,	Faculty	of	Natural
and	Agricultural	Sciences,	UP
For	their	contribution	in	leading	African	whale	research	since	1985.	The	MRI	Whale	Unit	bridges
science,	conservation,	and	communities	to	shape	marine	policies	and	protect	ocean	ecosystems

Wits	Diagnostic	Innovation	Hub	(Wits-DIH)	and	NHLS	National	Priority
Programmes	(NPP)	–	Dr	Naseem	Cassim,	Lead:	Data	Science,	Wits-DIH,	Faculty	of
Health	Sciences,	University	of	the	Witwatersrand	(Wits);	Programme	Manager:	NPP,
National	Health	Laboratory	Service	(NHLS)
For	their	contribution	to	curate,	enhance	and	re-purpose	the	public	health	sector	laboratory	data
repository	through	research	that	generates	valuable	insights	into	trends,	anticipates	operational
changes	for	focused	programmatic	interventions	and	guides	policy	changes	aimed	at	improved
healthcare	for	all

	
Innovation	Award:	Corporate	Organisation
CSIR	Elections	Analysis	Team	–	Prof	Pravesh	Debba,	Impact	Area	Manager:	Smart
Places	Cluster,	Council	for	Scientific	and	Industrial	Research	(CSIR)
CSIR’s	election	prediction	model	can	accurately	predict	the	final	outcome	for	each	of	the	political
parties,	with	as	little	as	5-10%	of	voting	districts	declared

Innovation	and	Commercialisation	Unit,	Stellenbosch	University	(SU)	–
Innovus	TTO,	Launch	Lab	and	University	of	Stellenbosch	Enterprises	–	Ms
Ravini	Moodley,	Team	Representative:	Director	Technology	Transfer	Office,	Innovus
For	their	contribution	to	making	Stellenbosch	University	Innovation	Matter

Dr	Rita	Okpuwhara	–	Post	Doctoral	Student,	University	of	Johannesburg	(UJ)
For	her	work	in	repurposing	plastic	waste	into	cost-effective,	energy-harvesting	nanofibres,	bridging
sustainability,	clean	energy,	and	waste	reduction

Dr	Christiaan	Oosthuizen	–	Senior	(Sr)	Lecturer:	Department	of	Mechanical	and
Mechatronics	Engineering,	Tshwane	University	of	Technology	(TUT)
For	specialising	in	Engineering	within	SA's	automotive	sector,	holding	three	electric	vehicle
technology	patents	–	two	internationally	filed	validated	through	prototyping	and	now	marketed	to
boost	local	vehicle	production	while	being	the	co-leader	of	the	TUT	Solar	Car	flagship	project

Prof	Mthokozisi	Simelane 	–	Associate	Professor:	Biochemistry,	University	of
Johannesburg	(UJ)
For	his	innovative	diabetes	management	prototype,	rooted	in	indigenous	plants,	bridges	tradition
and	science,	promoting	healthcare	solutions,	community	empowerment,	and	sustainable
development	aligned	with	SDG	goals

WILDTRUST:	Wildlands	Conservation	Trust	–	Dr	Jennifer	Olbers,	Sr	Scientist
For	the	development	of	the	Oil	Spill	Model	for	SA’s	Exclusive	Economic	Zone

	
Innovation	Award:	Small,	Medium	and	Micro	Enterprise	(SMME)
Sponsored	by	the	National	Intellectual	Property	Management	Office	(NIPMO)	since	2019
Agrishelves	Marketplace 	–	Mr	Lindelani	Xhanti,	Chief	Innovation	Manager;	and	also
in	the	NSTF-Agricultural	Research	Council	category*
For	their	contribution	in	revolutionising	agriculture	by	connecting	farmers	directly	with	consumers
through	innovative	digital	technology,	promoting	fair	trade	and	sustainability

CareerKit	–	Mr	Isaac	Mongali,	Founder
For	their	work	in	transforming	career	guidance	through	gamified	learning,	aligning	personality	traits
with	career	paths	to	empower	informed	decisions	through	the	RIASEC	Board	Game

Drobotics	Systems	(Pty)	Ltd	–	Mr	Ismail	Lavangee,	Chief	Executive	Officer	(CEO)
For	the	development	of	real	time	water	monitor	and	oversight	applications	of	Drone	Platform

Imvelo	Blue	Environment	(Pty)	Ltd	–	Mr	Sihle	Victor	Ngcongo,	Managing	Director
For	implementing	a	groundbreaking	electronic	device	that	independently	verifies	the	use	of	bird-
scaring	lines,	reducing	seabird	bycatch	and	strengthening	sustainable	fishing	practices

Prof	Namrita	Lall	–	Professor	and	Research	Chair,	University	of	Pretoria	(UP)
For	the	development	and	commercialisation	of	several	innovative	pharmaceuticals	and
cosmeceuticals	from	medicinal	plants	with	novel	mode	of	action

MariHealth	Solutions	–	Dr	Sarah	Carroll,	Co-founder	and	CEO
For	their	contribution	in	transforming	complex	biological	data	into	actionable	insights	for	healthier,
more	sustainable	aquaculture

Niche	Integrated	Solutions	(Pty)	Ltd	–	Ms	Nisha	Kostas,	Director;	and	also	in	the
Science	Diplomacy	for	Africa	category*
For	making	a	contribution	to	driving	driving	global	disruptive	technologies	–	fit	for	purpose	for	Africa

Dr	Sean	Perry	–	CEO:	SEAN	PERRY;	and	also	in	the	NSTF-Water	Research
Commission	category*
For	his	innovative	acne	treatment,	using	indigenous	plant	extracts,	combines	biotechnology	and
sustainability	to	revolutionise	skincare	while	empowering	South	African	farmers	and	promoting
biodiversity

	
Communication	Award
Prof	Ryan	Blumenthal	–	Senior	Specialist,	Forensic	Pathologist	and	Associate
Professor:	Department	(Dept)	of	Forensic	Medicine,	University	of	Pretoria	(UP)
For	his	books,	documentary	series,	conferences,	and	YouTube	channel	that	have	raised	public
awareness	and	understanding	of	forensics

Centre	for	Research	in	Information	and	Cyber	Security	(CRICS),	Nelson
Mandela	University	(NMU)	–	Prof	Kerry-Lynn	Thomson,	Director;	Professor:	School
of	Information	Technology
For	working	to	integrate	cybersafety	awareness	into	the	South	African	curriculum	using	age-
appropriate	resources

Prof	Anusuya	Chinsamy-Turan	–	Professor:	Biological	Sciences,	University	of	Cape
Town	(UCT)
For	communicating	the	relevance	of	pre-historic	biodiversity	to	the	present	and	raising	awareness
about	it

CSIR	Elections	Analysis	Team	–	Prof	Pravesh	Debba,	Impact	Area	Manager:	Smart
Places	Cluster,	Council	for	Scientific	and	Industrial	Research	(CSIR);	and	also	in	the
Innovation:	Corporate	Organisation	category*
CSIR’s	election	prediction	model	can	accurately	predict	the	final	outcome	for	each	of	the	political
parties,	with	as	little	as	5-10%	of	voting	districts	declared

DSTI/NRF	Centre	of	Excellence	for	Integrated	Mineral	and	Energy	Resource
Analysis	(CIMERA)	–	Prof	Nicola	Wagner,	Director;	and	also	in	the	Non-Governmental
Organisation	(NGO)	category*
For	being	a	leading	research	center	in	Africa,	focusing	on	economic	geology	and	geoscience	for
society,	providing	postgraduate	training	and	producing	highly	skilled	individuals	to	support
sustainable	growth	and	clean	energy	initiatives

DSTI/NRF	Centre	of	Excellence	in	Food	Security	(CoE-FS):	Communicating	the
Learning	Journey	–	Prof	Julian	May,	Director;	Chair-holder:	UNESCO,	Science	and
Education	for	African	Food	Systems
For	using	strategic	communication	to	reinforce	the	importance	of	place-based	food	systems	in
addressing	food	security	challenges

Mrs	Wiida	E	Fourie-Basson	–	Media	Officer	and	Science	Writer,	Stellenbosch
University	(SU)
For	providing	accurate,	evidence-based	content	of	science	breakthroughs	at	SU	to	a	broader	public
audience	and	building	science	communication	capacity	in	the	Southern	African	region

Ms	Shakira	Hoosain	–	Campaign	Strategist	and	Senior	Copywriter,	University	of
Pretoria	(UP)
Research	Matters	is	a	multimedia-rich	platform	that	consistently	provides	high	quality	science
communication	by	sharing	the	latest	interesting	and	innovative	research	and	discoveries	from
researchers	at	UP	with	the	media,	and	RESEARCH	magazine,	a	digital,	themed	quarterly	publication

Ms	Hilary	Kromberg	–	Creative	Director	and	Chief	Executive	Officer:	Jive	Media
Africa;	Founder:	Hip	Hop	U	and	Science	Spaza
For	their	contribution	in	enabling	youth	through	participatory	STEM	–	bridging	science,	creativity,	and
problem-solving	for	a	better	world	to	create	a	better	future	(STEM	=	science,	technology,	engineering
and	mathematics.)

Ms	Duduzile	Kubheka	and	Prof	Sally	Macfarlane 	–	Co-Chairs:	African
Astronomical	Society	(AfAS)	and	International	Astronomical	Union	General	Assembly
(IAU-GA2024),	Outreach	and	Education	Committees
For	using	astronomy	as	a	bridge	between	science	and	society,	inspiring	the	next	generation	through
inclusive,	impactful,	and	culturally	enriched	STEM	outreach

Ms	Precious	Nthabiseng	Maputle 	–	Marketing	Coordinator:	Faculty	of	Engineering
and	the	Built	Environment,	University	of	Johannesburg	(UJ)
For	her	contribution	in	advancing	STEM	education	for	maths	and	science	learners	for	the	past	seven
years	across	remote	areas	in	SA,	providing	hands-on	support	and	empowering	learners	to	make
informed	decisions	about	their	educational	and	career	paths

Miss	Qaqamba	Matundu	–	Science	Journalist:	News24
For	her	ability	to	bridge	complex	scientific	concepts	with	human	stories,	making	them	relatable	and
engaging	with	the	general	public

Dr	Lee-Ann	Sade	Modley	–	Senior	Lecturer:	Geography	Environmental	Management
Energy	Studies,	UJ
For	empowering	underserved	communities	through	integrated	water	resource	management	by
using	art	to	convey	scientific	information,	fostering	engagement	and	co-creating	culturally	relevant
solutions	for	sustainability

Mr	Sam	Mokoena	–	Inventor
For	the	implementation	of	a	generator	that	would	emit	zero	carbon	emission	as	waste

Prof	Mpho	Ngoepe 	–	Executive	Director:	Library	and	Information	Services,	University
of	South	Africa	(UNISA)
For	his	active	participation	in	library	and	information	services,	corporate	governance,	as	well	as
indigenous	language	advocacy.	He	featured	among	World	Top	2%	Scientists-2023	as	announced	by
Elsevier	and	Stanford	University

Dr	Cheryl	Ogilvie 	–	Lecturer:	Dept	of	Nature	Conservation,	Tshwane	University	of
Technology	(TUT)
For	her	contribution	to	education	in	and	around	the	Ndumo	Community,	bringing	about
environmental	change	amongst	the	youth,	adults	and	tribal	leaders

SA	Graan/Grain	Magazine 	–	Mr	Johan	Smit,	Managing	Editor
For	providing	an	accessible	knowledge	hub	containing	agricultural	research	and	more	to	the	benefit
of	all	involved	from	farm	to	fork

The	Cosmic	Savannah	podcast	team	–	Dr	Jacinta	Delhaize,	Co-producer	and	Co-
host;	Lecturer:	Dept	of	Astronomy,	UCT
For	providing	listeners	worldwide	with	a	behind-the-scenes	peek	into	Africa’s	dynamic	astronomy
and	astrophysics	landscape,	showcasing	its	groundbreaking	discoveries,	incredible	telescopes	and
diverse	voices,	and	inspiring	the	next	generation	of	African	scientists

WILDTRUST	(Wildlands	Conservation	Trust)	–	Mrs	Lauren	van	Nijkerk,	Director:
Campaigns	and	Communications;	and	also	in	the	Innovation:	SMME	and	NGO
categories*
For	developing	Oil	Spill	Model	for	SA’s	Exclusive	Economic	Zone

	
Non-Governmental	Organisation	(NGO)	Award
Actuaries	in	the	Making	(AIM):	Learning	Solutions,	Virtual	Vac	Work
Programme 	–	Ms	Pamela	Hellig,	Co-Founder
For	being	the	first	fully	virtual	nationwide	experiential	learning	intervention	for	actuarial	students

AmaQawe	ngeMfundo	–	Prof	Fanelwa	Ngece-Ajayi,	Founder	and	Director;	Deputy
Dean:	Research	and	Innovation,	Faculty	of	Natural	Sciences,	University	of	the	Western
Cape	(UWC);	Associate	Professor:	Physical	Chemistry;	Research	Leader:	SensorLab
Laboratories,	Department	(Dept)	of	Chemistry,	UWC
For	empowering	marginalised	South	African	learners	by	making	STEM	education	accessible
through	hands-on	learning,	mentorship,	localised	instruction,	and	career	exposure,	equipping	them
with	skills	to	solve	community	challenges	and	drive	national	development	(STEM	=	science,
technology,	engineering	and	mathematics)

DSTI-NRF	Centre	of	Excellence	for	Integrated	Mineral	and	Energy	Resource
Analysis	(CIMERA)	–	Prof	Nicola	Wagner,	Director;	Professor:	Department	of	Geology,
University	of	Johannesburg	(UJ)
For	being	a	leading	research	centre	in	Africa,	focusing	on	economic	geology	and	geoscience	for
society,	providing	postgraduate	training	and	producing	highly	skilled	individuals	to	support
sustainable	growth	and	clean	energy	initiatives

Programme	for	Technological	Careers	(PROTEC)	–	Mr	Balan	Moodley,	Chief
Executive	Officer	(CEO);	Executive	Member:	Board	of	Directors
For	providing	an	approach	to	STEM	that	has	helped	40,000	learners	in	43	years

South	African	Council	for	Natural	Scientific	Professions	(SACNASP):	Science
Communication	Team	–	Dr	Nompumelelo	Obokoh,	CEO
For	pioneering	a	transformative	pipeline	that	bridges	critical	skill	gaps	from	disadvantaged	schools
to	professional	spheres,	empowering	SA’s	next	generation	of	scientists	through	STEAM	education,
mentorship,	and	Continious	Professional	Development	(CPD)	initiatives	to	foster	a	resilient,
inclusive,	and	prosperous	society	(STEAM	=	science,	technology,	engineering,	arts	and
mathematics)

Southern	African	Institute	for	Industrial	Engineering	(SAIIE):	Journal	and
Conference	team	–	Teresa	Hattingh,	President
For	making	a	substantial	contribution	to	research	capacity	development	in	Industrial	Engineering	in
SA

WILDTRUST	(Wildlands	Conservation	Trust)	–	Dr	Jennifer	Olbers,	Senior	Scientist;
and	also	in	the	Innovation:	SMME	and	Communication	categories*
For	developing	an	Oil	Spill	Model	for	SA’s	Exclusive	Economic	Zone

	
Special	Annual	Theme	Award:	Quantum	Science	and	Technology
Prof	Somnath	Bhattacharyya	–	Personal	Professor:	School	of	Physics,	University	of
the	Witwatersrand	(Wits);	and	also	in	the	Lifetime	category*
For	her	contribution	in	the	development	of	nano-quantum	technology	based	on	hybrid	carbon
systems

Prof	Mark	Blumenthal	–	Associate	Professor:	Solid	State	Physics	and
Nanotechnology,	University	of	Cape	Town	(UCT);	and	also	in	the	TW-Kambule
Researcher	category*
For	his	contribution	in	enhancing	the	visual	image	of	forensics	in	South	Africa

Prof	Andrew	Forbes	–	Distinguished	Professor:	School	of	Physics,	Wits;	Director:
South	African	Quantum	Technology	Initiative;	and	also	in	the	engineering	research
capacity	development	category
For	being	a	key	driver	of	capacity	building	in	quantum	science	and	technology

Dr	Yaseera	Ismail	–	Senior	Lecturer:	Physics	Department	(Dept),	Stellenbosch
University	(SU);	and	also	in	the	TW-Kambule-NSTF	researcher	category*
For	the	implementation	of	the	first	satellite-based	quantum	communication	link	on	the	Southern
Hemisphere	and	the	longest	intercontinental	link	between	South	Africa	and	China

Prof	Tjaart	Krüger	–	Associate	Professor:	Dept	of	Physics,	University	of	Pretoria	(UP);
and	also	in	the	TW-Kambule-NSTF	researcher	category*
For	the	development	of	a	unique	experimental	equipment	to	investigate	the	quantum	design	of
photosynthesis	for	bio-inspired	solar	technologies

Dr	Isaac	Mphele	Nape 	–	Lecturer	and	Researcher:	Structured	Light	Lab,	Wits	and
IBM	Liaison	(Wits	Research	Office);	and	also	in	the	TW-kambule	emerging	reseracher
category*
For	his	contribution	in	shaping	light	for	future	quantum	technologies

Prof	Samuel	Oluwatobi	Oluwafemi	–	Professor	and	Project	Leader:	Nanomaterials
Synthesis	and	Applications	Laboratory,	Dept	of	Chemical	Sciences,	University	of
Johannesburg	(UJ);	and	also	in	the	TW-Kambule-NSTF	researcher	and	engineering
research	capacity	development	categories
For	implementing	cost-effective	synthesis	of	nanomaterials-bioconjugates	for	efficient	and	minimally
or	non-invasive	cancer	phototherapy

Prof	Francesco	Petruccione 	–	Professor:	Quantum	Computing,	School	of	Data
Science	and	Computational	Thinking,	SU;	Director:	National	Institute	for	Theoretical
and	Computational	Sciences	(NITheCS);	and	also	in	the	lifetime	category*
For	pioneering	work	in	quantum	computing,	open	quantum	systems,	and	quantum	effects	in
biological	systems	harnesses	novel	theoretical	models	to	drive	breakthroughs	in	secure
communications,	sustainable	development,	and	quantum	information	processing

	
Adjudication:	The	accreditation	and	selection	process	for	the	NSTF-South32	Awards
are	made	by	the	NSTF	Adjudication	Panel	of	independent	judges,	representing	six
different	sectors	of	the	NSTF	membership	of	almost	150	organisations.	The	panel,	in
association	with	the	category	partners,	reviews	the	nominations	to	select	the	finalists	and
winners	each	year.	A	panel	of	experts,	appointed	by	the	NSTF	Executive	Committee,
assists	the	panel	by	reviewing	and	validating	the	final	selections.

The	announcement	of	the	NSTF-South32	Awards	finalists	will	be	circulated	through	the
NSTF	eNews	during	the	month	of	May.	The	announcement	of	the	winners	will	take	place
at	the	Awards	Gala	Event	on	31	July	2025.	Save	the	date	and	watch	your	mailbox	for	the
latest	news.
	
The	patron	of	the	Awards,	the	Minister	of	Science,	Technology	and	Innovation,	Dr	Blade
Nzimande	has	been	invited	to	preside	over	the	presentation	of	the	awards.	A	hybrid	event
with	a	live	broadcast	from	two	cities	(Johannesburg	and	Cape	Town)	is	planned	for	the
Awards	Gala	Event.	All	finalists	together	with	the	sponsors	are	invited	to	attend.
	
All	others	who	wish	to	join	the	high	profile	celebrations	can	participate	by	booking	tables
and/or	seats	with	Ms	Mankwe	Mojapelo,	or	watch	the	live-streamed	event	via	the	NSTF
YouTube	platform.
	
Youth	programmes:	One	of	the	features	that	make	these	awards	unique	is	that	youth
outreach	is	an	integral	part	of	the	awards.	Two	NSTF	Youth	outreach	programmes	are
run	annually	in	conjunction	with	the	NSTF	Awards.

The	NSTF	Brilliants	Programme	identifies	and	celebrates	the	top	achievers	in	physical
science	and	mathematics	(a	young	man	and	a	woman	from	each	province)	from	the
previous	year ’s	matric	examinations,	who	are	studying	in	STEM	related	courses.
(STEM	=	science,	technology,	engineering	and	mathematics.)	It	exposes	young	people
to	the	SET	and	innovation	community.	This	year,	19	students	have	been	selected	for
the	programme.	Some	of	these	students	are	selected	to	participate	in	the	London
International	Youth	Science	Forum	(LIYSF)	in	July	to	August	2025.	Sponsored	by	the
Department	of	Science,	Technology	and	Innovation	(DSTI),	South32	and	the	LIYSF.

The	NSTF	Share	‘n	Dare	Programme	is	an	output	of	the	NSTF-South32	Awards	that
profiles	award	winners	as	youth	role	models.	Award	winners	share	their	experience	and
knowledge	with	thousands	of	young	people	at	science	centres	and	events	across	the
country.	Career	talk	videos	are	produced	and	circulated	to	schools	and	events	on	USB
sticks	and	online	on	YouTube	and	social	media	platforms	to	reach	thousands	of
learners,	as	well	as	the	general	public.	They	encourage	the	youth	to	take	up	STEM
careers	as	listed	in	the	NSTF	Science-based	Careers	booklet.	Thousands	of	South
Africans	are	also	reached	through	community	and	national	radio	talks.

There	are	two	media	partners	of	the	NSTF-South32	Awards	to	ensure	national	public
recognition	for	the	winners,	as	well	as	to	create	awareness	amongst	and	facilitate	the
communication	of	science	to	the	broader	public.	They	are:

Business	Report,	inserted	in	The	Star,	Pretoria	News,	Cape	Times,	and	The	Mercury
newspapers

Mail	&	Guardian

	
The	Mail	&	Gaurdian	will	carry	a	supplement	about	the	winners	the	day	after	the	Gala
Dinners,	and	Business	Report	will	feature	the	winners	a	week	later,	on	8	August	2025	to
keep	the	news	alive	for	longer.	Business	Report	will	also	produce	a	digital	magazine
(DigiMag)	on	the	winners	for	online	publication	at	the	end	of	July.	Unique	advertising
opportunities	are	available	for	your	brand.	Contact	Ms	Mankwe	Mojapelo	to	put	you	in
contact	with	the	media	partners.
	
Please	forward	this	email	to	your	colleagues,	business	contacts	and	all	interested
persons	to	promote	the	who’s	who	of	SET	and	innovation	in	SA!

About	the	NSTF
	
The	National	Science	and	Technology	Forum	(NSTF),	established	in	1995:

	
is	a	broadly-representative	stakeholder	body	for	all	science,	engineering	and	technology	(SET)	and
innovation	organisations	in	South	Africa

gathers	stakeholders	around	burning	issues	of	national	and	global	interest,	across	the	public	and
private	sectors,	including	matters	of	public	policy

includes	a	network	of	professional	societies	in	SET	and	STEM	education	(STEM	=	science,
technology,	engineering	and	mathematics)	-	the		NSTF	proSET	membership	sector.

recognises,	awards	and	profiles	the	outstanding	contributions	of	individuals	and	groups	to	SET	and
innovation	through	the	prestigious	NSTF	Awards

runs	and	supports	collaborative	projects	and	youth	outreach,	including	recognition	of	top
performance	in	mathematics	and	science,	role	modelling,	bursary	and	STEM	career	information

runs	and	supports	the	STEMulator.org	which	attracts	youth	and	educators	to
Explore>Discover>Learn	the	world	of	STEM	including	careers.	(Established	by	NSTF	proSET)

For	more	information
www.nstf.org.za
E-mail:	enquiries@nstf.org.za

Disclaimer
The	NSTF	has	taken	all	practical	measures	to	ensure	that	the	material	contained	in	this	newsletter	is
correct.

Privacy
Registration	details	submitted	to	the	NSTF	will	be	treated	confidentially	and	will	only	be	used	by	NSTF
to	communicate	with	its	members	and	subscribers,	as	required	by	the	South	African	Protection	of
Personal	Information	Act.
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