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AI	stakeholder	engagement:	The	future	of	connection	and	trust
Opinion	piece	by	Dr	Thabang	Chiloane,	Head	of	Financial	Inclusion	and	Public	Policy	at
the	Banking	Association	South	Africa
	
Artificial	Intelligence	(AI)	is	transforming	stakeholder	engagement	by	enabling	organisations	to
listen,	communicate	and	build	trust	more	effectively.	Dr	Chiloane	highlights	how	AI	tools	like
Natural	Language	Processing	(NLP),	chatbots,	and	sentiment	analysis	allow	organisations	to
navigate	complex	conversations,	personalise	interactions	at	scale,	and	understand	stakeholders’
emotions	in	real	time.	Read	the	opinion	piece.

NSTF	News

Celebrating	30	years	of	NSTF	milestones:	raising	public	awareness	through	the	media,

and	social	media,	of	proudly	South	African	contributions	to	science,	engineering,

technology	(SET)	and	innovation
Since	2009,	the	National	Science	and	Technology	Forum	(NSTF)	has	had	solid	partnerships	with
the	Business	Report	and	Mail	&	Guardian	newspapers	to	widely	publicise	the	solutions	brought
about	by	scientific	research	and	technological	innovation	in	South	Africa	(SA).
	
These	long-standing	media	partnerships,	in	addition	to	the	NSTF’s	further	efforts	to	raise	public
awareness	through	the	media	at	large,	have	contributed	significantly	to	the	overall	publicity
generated	for	SET	and	innovation	over	the	years.	Demonstrating	its	success,	the	NSTF’s
advertising	value	estimate	(AVE)	for	the	immediate	past	financial	year,	reached	a	total	of	more
than	R13	million	(R13	221	528),	including	sponsored	advertisements.
	
During	the	year	ending	at	end	of	March	2025,	all	NSTF	projects	(discussion	forums,	NSTF-
South32	Awards,	youth	and	outreach)	generated	364	media	clips.	This	compares	well	with	the
previous	year	with	an	increase	of	225,	across	various	media	platforms	(print,	online	and
broadcast).	Notably,	the	majority	of	these	clips	(79%)	focused	on	the	prestigious	NSTF-South32
Awards	(known	as	the	‘Science	Oscars’	of	SA),	with	particular	emphasis	on	the	winners.	Over	the
past	decade	of	tracking	NSTF’s	success	in	generating	publicity	and	communicating	SET	and
innovation	in	SA	to	the	public,	the	total	AVE	is	estimated	at	a	staggering	R88,825,885.

Minister	of	Science,	Technology	and	Innovation	(STI),	Prof	Blade	Nzimande	said
the	following	at	the	2025	NSTF-South32	Awards	Gala	Dinners:

“Our	Department	(DSTI)	recently	adopted	a	new	mantra,	which	is	‘Placing
science,	technology	and	innovation	at	the	centre	of	government,	education,
industry	and	society’.	One	of	the	implications	of	this	mantra	is	that	we	expect
critical	role	players	in	our	public	science	system,	such	as	the	NSTF,	to	support
our	Department	in	making	sure	that	the	high	impact	scientific	work	that	is
being	celebrated	here	tonight	is	known	and	eventually	appreciated,	in	the

villages	and	townships	of	our	country.”
	
We	believe	the	mentioned	value	of	NSTF’s	AVE	over	the	past	decade	is	living	proof	that	the
NSTF	is	contributing	effective	and	consistent	communications	of	the	impact	of	science	on	society
in	SA.
	
The	latest	highlight	of	communicating	science	to	the	public	is	the	special	digital	magazine
(DigiMag)	produced	by	Business	Report,	featuring	inspiring	stories	of	the	18	award	winners	this
year.

Commemorating	International	Day	of	Science,	Technology	and	Innovation	for	the	South

and	the	award-winning	work	of	Prof	Darelle	van	Greunen
The	International	Day	of	Science,	Technology	and	Innovation	(STI)	for	the	South,	celebrated
annually,	underscores	the	pivotal	role	that	STI	play	in	achieving	the	United	Nations	(UN)
Sustainable	Development	Goals	(SDGs).	The	day	highlights	how	knowledge,	research,	and
technological	advancements	can	solve	pressing	global	challenges,	from	healthcare	access	and
climate	change	to	education	and	social	equity.
	
Aligned	to	this	global	day,	NSTF	drew	attention	to	the	award-winning	work	of	Prof	Darelle	van
Greunen,	Distinguished	Professor	of	Information	Technology	(IT)	and	Director	of	the	Centre	for
Community	Technologies	(CCT)	at	Nelson	Mandela	University	(NMU),	whose	research	and
projects	exemplify	the	transformative	power	of	science	and	technology	in	improving	lives,
particularly	in	under	resourced	communities.

	“We	measure	success	not	just	by	downloads	or	data,”	Van	Greunen	notes.	“It’s
in	the	stories.	A	mother	understands	her	child’s	symptoms.	A	farmer	doubles

her	harvest.	Those	are	our	milestones.”
	
On	this	international	day,	NSTF	encouraged	all	stakeholders	from	government,	to	industry,
academia,	and	civil	society	to	support	and	invest	in	innovative,	community-focused	research.
Celebrate	the	power	of	technology	to	transform	lives,	get	involved	in	initiatives	that	promote
digital	literacy	and	healthcare	solutions,	and	champion	the	next	generation	of	African	innovators.
Together,	we	can	ensure	that	science	and	technology	continue	to	drive	sustainable	development
and	inclusive	socio-economic	growth	across	Africa.	Read	the	media	release.
	
Today’s	research	…	tomorrow’s	innovation

NSTF	pays	tribute	to	the	late	Dawie	Botha,

stalwart	civil	engineer
The	2025	NSTF	Ukhozi	Awardee,	civil	engineer
and	leader,	David	(Dawie)	Botha,	passed	away
on	1	September	2025	after	bravely	fighting
recurring	cancer,	while	voluntarily	continuing	to
serve	the	science,	engineering,	technology
(SET)	and	innovation	community	in	South
Africa	(SA),	as	he	had	done	for	decades	until
the	very	end.
	
Affectionately	known	as	Dawie	within	the
community,	he	was	the	first	and	immediate	past
chairperson	of	the	NSTF-proSET	Sector
(Professionals	in	Science,	Engineering	and
Technology),	serving	for	two	decades	since	his
appointment	in	2005.	Under	his	leadership,	the
NSTF’s	proSET	sector	grew	into	the	largest
membership	sector,	currently	representing
more	than	50	professional	and	learned
societies	in	SA.
	
The	NSTF	mourns	the	loss	of	a	great	South
African	stalwart	and	extends	its	deepest
condolences	to	his	beloved	wife,	Ria,	his
children	Jac,	Johnet,	and	Maartje,	as	well	as
his	friends,	extended	family,	business
associates,	and	colleagues.	He	will	be	sorely
missed.	Read	more.

NSTF	Discussion	Forum	news
Climate,	environment,	water	and	food
This	online	discussion	forum	on	Climate,
environment,	water	and	food	takes	place	on	1-
2	October	2025.	Held	in	collaboration	with
the	NSTF	Science	Councils	and	Statutory
Bodies	Sector,	the	NSTF	invites	you	to	join	this
online	conversation,	be	better	informed	and
make	your	voice	heard.	See	the	invitation	for
background	and	click	here	now	to	register.
CPD	points	are	awarded	to	natural	scientists,
engineers	and	IT	professionals	where	possible.
Participation	is	free	and	open	to	all!
	
Videos	of	presentations	and	media
release	of	the	‘Fourth	Industrial
Revolution	in	South	Africa’	discussion
forum	now	available!
If	you	completely	missed	the	event,	or	need	a
refresher	on	the	knowledge	shared	at	the
recent	Fourth	Industrial	Revolution	(4IR)	in
South	Africa	(SA)	discussion	forum	held	27-28
August	2025,	you	can	now	watch	the	YouTube
videos	and	find	more	information	in	the	official
media	release.
	
For	your	convenience,	you	can	also	find	the
slide	shows	and	biographies	of	the	presenters
on	the	event	page.
	
Events	planned	for	2025-2026:

Quantum	Science	and	Technology:	19-20
November	2025

‘Science	for	all:	whose	role	is	it	to	make	it
happen?’	-	a	panel	session	during	Science
Forum	South	Africa	(SFSA)	and	follow	up	on
the	Public	Relationship	with	Science
Conference:	25-28	November	2025

Indigenous	Knowledge	(IK)	Summit	in
partnership	with	the	Department	of	Science,
Technology	and	Innovation	(DSTI):	March
2026

Meet	our	emerging	researcher	award

winner
Dr	Emmanuel	Kweinor	Tetteh	won	the	TW
Kambule-NSTF	Award:	Emerging	Researcher,
at	the	2025	NSTF-South32	Awards.	He
received	this	prestigious	award	for	his
multidisciplinary	research	interest,	leadership
and	innovation,	which	continues	to	shape
sustainable	environmental	engineering.	Dr
Tetteh	is	a	Senior	Researcher:	Green
Engineering	Research	Group,	Department	of
Chemical	Engineering,	Faculty	of	Engineering
and	the	Built	Environment,	Durban	University
of	Technology	(DUT).	Read	the	article	about
his	work...
	
Today’s	research	…	tomorrow’s	innovation

Meet	our	researcher	award	winner
Dr	Rachael	Dangarembizi	won	the	TW
Kambule-NSTF	Award:	Emerging	Researcher
at	the	2025	NSTF-South32	Awards.	She
received	this	prestigious	award	for	advancing
neuroinfectious	disease	research,	securing
major	funding,	mentoring	future	scientists,	and
earning	global	recognition	for	her
groundbreaking	work	on	cryptococcal
meningitis.	Dr	Dangarembizi	is	a	Senior
Lecturer:	Centre	for	Infectious	Diseases
Research	in	Africa	(CIDRI-Africa),	University	of
Cape	Town	(UCT).	Read	more	about	her
work...
	
Today’s	research	…	tomorrow’s	innovation

STEMulator.org	enhancements	inspire	learning	and	exploration
As	part	of	our	ongoing	commitment	to	further	develop	the	STEMulator.org,	new	content	and
functional	upgrades	were	made	to	enrich	the	user	experience.
	
See	the	new	content	on	cocoa	beans	and	chocolate	production.	This	takes	users	through	the
process	of	turning	cocoa	beans	into	chocolate,	a	sweet	treat	for	chocolate	lovers,	with	a	valuable
learning	tool.
	
We	haven’t	forgotten	about	the	orange	juice	lovers	either.	For	them,	we	have	replaced	the
outdated	GIF	with	one	that	shows	the	journey	of	turning	fresh	oranges	into	drinkable	juice,
making	the	content	relevant	and	engaging.	Not	only	is	this	an	upgrade	for
STEMulator_Agriculture,	but	for	the	pantry	in	the	‘house’	as	well.	This	demonstrates	the
interconnectedness	of	the	STEMulator.org	experience,	and	inspires	users	to	explore	the	world	of
STEM	further	on	the	platform.
	
As	much	as	we	encourage	users	to	get	lost	in	their	interests	on	the	STEMulator.org,	we	also
know	the	importance	of	time	management.	For	this	reason,	we	have	added	live	clocks	on	the
homepage	and	the	classroom	tile.	These	clocks	display	the	current	time,	based	on	your	location.
	
Access	STEMulator.org	anytime,	anywhere!	The	STEMulator.org	app	is	available	on	both	the
Apple	App	Store	and	Google	Play	Store,	ready	to	download!	Contact	Ms	Zimkhitha	Trom	if	you
would	like	to	showcase	your	STEM	field	of	expertise,	graphics,	digital	content	and/or	STEM
careers,	on	the	STEMulator.org	platform.
	
Explore	>	Discover	>	Learn

Welcome	to	new	members
The	NSTF	is	pleased	to	welcome	a	new
member!

Goldfields	TVET	College	has	rejoined	NSTF
as	a	member	under	the	under	Higher
Education	Sector

	
Join	the	NSTF’s	existing	cohort	of	about	150
member	organisations	across	six	membership
sectors	involved	in	science,	engineering,
technology	(SET)	and	innovation	in	SA.	Visit
the	membership	section	on	the	website	for
more	information	on	membership.
	
About	the	National	Science	and	Technology
Forum	(NSTF):

Independent	national	non-profit	stakeholder
body	and	network	–	a	map	of	the	national
system	of	innovation	(NSI)

Voice	for	the	SET	and	innovation	community

Includes	private	and	public	sectors	spanning
six	membership	sectors,	in	addition	to
government

Recognising,	promoting	and	profiling	SET
and	innovation	in	SA	since	1995

Promotes	STEM	subjects	and	careers	to	the
youth

	
SET	for	socio-economic	growth

Invest	in	tomorrow’s	innovators:	support

the	NSTF	Bursary	Fund
The	NSTF	Bursary	Fund	has	almost	reached
the	R350k	mark,	and	with	an	ambitious	goal	of
R1	million,	your	donation	can	help	us	get
there.
	
Why	donate?	STEM	education	is	the
foundation	for	equipping	young	people	with	the
critical	thinking,	problem-solving,	and
innovation	skills	they	need	to	thrive	in	a	fast-
changing	world.	(STEM	=	science,	technology,
engineering	and	mathematics.)	It	nurtures
curiosity,	creativity	and	adaptability,	preparing
them	not	only	for	high-demand	careers	but
also	to	tackle	pressing	challenges	such	as
climate	change	and	technological
advancement.	By	investing	in	STEM,	we	are
investing	in	a	knowledgeable,	resilient,	and
globally	competitive	society.
	
The	Fund	directly	supports	the	top	performing
STEM	students,	including	those	recognised	by
the	prestigious	NSTF	Brilliants	Programme	–
top	achievers	in	Grade	12	mathematics	and
physical	science	who	are	now	pursuing	STEM-
related	studies.	Their	achievements	prove
what	is	possible	when	talented	learners	are
given	the	necessary	support	and	opportunities.
	
Be	part	of	shaping	SA’s	future.	Help	empower
the	next	generation	of	STEM	leaders	–	donate
to	the	NSTF	Bursary	Fund	today.
	
SET	for	our	future	professionals!

“I	can	imagine	a	Grade	10	learner	right	now,
trying	to	figure	out	what	their	future	holds.
Look	out	for	big	projects	that	spark	your

curiosity,	…	because	they	give	you	a	sense	of
what’s	out	there	and	what	possibilities	exist.”

Career	guidance	by	radio	astronomer,

Prof	Roger	Deane
The	NSTF’s	Share	‘n	Dare	outreach
programme	produces	career	talk	videos	of
award-winning	scientists	that	are	shared	with
the	public	–	both	the	youth	and	adults	–	via
NSTF	social	media	platforms	(TikTok,	YouTube,
LinkedIn,	Facebook,	X,	Instagram).	The	latest
video	features	Prof	Roger	Deane,	Director:
Centre	for	Astrophysics,	University	of	the
Witwatersrand	(Wits);	and	Wits	Digital	Dome
Working	Group;	and	DSTI/NRF	SARChI	Chair
in	Radio	Astronomy.	He	shares	valuable
insights	during	a	captivating	career	talk,
inspiring	young	minds	to	pursue	careers	that
are	fulfilling	and	relevant.
	

	
Prof	Deane	won	the	2023	Communication
Award,	at	the	prestigious	NSTF-South32
Awards,	known	as	the	‘Science	Oscars’	of	SA.
	
SET	for	success!

Career	guidance	by	forestry	scientist,	Prof

Paxie	Chirwa
Prof	Chirwa	is	the	Chair	and	Director:	Forest
Postgraduate	Programme,	University	of
Pretoria	(UP).

	“[They]	shouldn’t	limit	themselves	because	of
where	they	grew	up.	The	opportunities	are
there,	and	as	a	student,	you	shouldn’t	be
deterred	even	if	you	come	from	a
disadvantaged	learning	background.”

He	won	the	Management	Award	at	the
prestigious	2023	NSTF-South32	Awards,
known	as	the	‘Science	Oscars’	of	SA.
	
Watch	the	insightful	video	on	the	NSTF
YouTube	channel.
	

Want	to	become	a	sponsor?
NSTF	is	calling	on	the	community	for
sponsorship	of	the	career	talk	videos	of	the
2024	award	winners.	Enjoy	extensive	publicity
and	position	your	organisation	amongst	this
niche	community	of	scientists,	engineers,
technologists	and	innovators.	Contact	Ms
Itumeleng	Ndlovu	now!

SET	for	a	quantum	leap!

NSTF	and	Future	SA	Foundation	inspire	learners	at	Career	Days	across	Gauteng	and

Mpumalanga
The	National	Science	and	Technology	Forum	(NSTF)	proudly	partnered	with	the	Future	SA
Foundation	during	career	days	from	6–13	September	2025	reaching	172	learners	in	grades	10–
12,	eight	schools,	and	nine	educators.	The	events	took	place	at	Phineas	Xulu	Secondary	School
in	Vosloorus,	Gauteng,	and	Elukhanyisweni	Secondary	School	in	eMalahleni,	Witbank,
Mpumalanga.	Career	talk	videos	featuring	the	2023	NSTF-South32	Award	winners	–	Dr	Reza
Mia	(Aesthetic	Dr	and	Innovator),	Prof	Salome	Maswime	(Obstetrician	and	Gynaecologist),	and
Prof	Novel	Chegou	(Immunologist)	–	were	screened	to	inspire	learners.	View	the	photo	galleries
from	the	career	days	in	Vosloorus	and	Witbank.
	
SET	for	success!

Exploring	science	without	borders:	NSTF	Brilliants	at	LIYSF	2025
Six	students	from	the	highly	acclaimed	NSTF	Brilliants	Programme	for	the	top	performers	in
physical	science	and	mathematics,	attended	the	66th	London	International	Youth	Science	Forum
(LIYSF),	held	from	23	July	to	6	August	2025	in	the	United	Kingdom	(UK).	This	15-day	programme
brought	together	around	500	of	the	world’s	top	young	science	students	from	more	than	80
countries.	LIYSF	2025	explored	scientific	developments	through	lecture	demonstrations,
specialist	seminars,	and	debates	led	by	a	team	of	scientists	and	experts.
	
Two	of	the	six	students,	Gugu	Pioneer	Rose	Libambo	and	Jurie	Johannes	Blignaut,	shared
that	the	experience	left	them	inspired	and	filled	with	new	insights	and	aspirations.
	
Gugu	is	studying	medicine	at	the	University	of	Cape	Town	(UCT).	She	matriculated	at	Mphanama
Secondary	School	in	Middelburg,	Mpumalanga.	She	shared:	“One	of	the	most	memorable
moments	of	the	event	was	interviewing	Prof	Kevin	Fenton,	a	public	health	physician,	after	his
insightful	lecture	on	public	health.	Listening	to	him	speak	about	current	challenges	and
innovative	solutions	in	the	field	made	me	realise	how	interconnected	science	and	society	truly
are.”

“What	surprised	me	most	was	how	much	I	enjoyed	the	astronomy	lecture.
Although	my	focus	is	medicine,	learning	about	the	universe	and	its	mysteries
sparked	a	curiosity	I	hadn’t	anticipated.	It	reminded	me	that	science	is	a	vast,
interconnected	web	of	knowledge,	and	that	exploring	other	fields	can	be

equally	enriching,”	she	said.
	
Read	Gugu’s	essay	for	a	deeper	insight	into	her	remarkable	LIYSF	experience.
	
Jurie	is	studying	medicine	at	the	University	of	the	Free	State	(UFS).	He	matriculated	at
Rustenburg	High	School	in	North	West.	He	stated:	“I	was	fortunate	to	meet	Lehlohonolo	Mokhotu,
one	of	my	fellow	South	African	representatives,	on	my	flight	from	Bloemfontein	to	Johannesburg.
The	conversation	we	had	on	the	aeroplane	had	many	heads	turning,	and	it	was	the	first	of	many
with	people	across	the	globe	trying	to	find	contemporary	solutions	to	our	biggest	societal
problems	from	both	a	STEM	and	political	perspective.”	(STEM	=	science,	technology,
engineering	and	mathematics.)

“Facilities	such	as	the	UK	Biobank,	housing	medical	samples	of	more	than
500,000	volunteers,	are	an	investment	in	the	health	of	a	population.	It	is	vital	for

identifying	country-	specific	health	needs	to	plan	efficient	public	health
interventions.”

Read	Jurie’s	essay	for	a	full	account	of	his	insightful	LIYSF	experience.
	
Attendance	of	the	LIYSF	is	generously	sponsored	by	the	Department	of	Science,	Technology
and	Innovation	(DSTI),	LIYSF	and	South32	–	shout-out	to	the	sponsors!
	
For	our	future	professionals,	leaders	and	innovators!

proSET	(Professionals	in	Science,	Engineering	and	Technology)	is	a	sector	of	the	NSTF
currently	representing	52	professional	and	learned	societies.	This	section	shares	news
about	current	members	and	introduces	new	members	of	the	proSET	sector.
CESA	Aon	Engineering	Excellence	Awards	2025	celebrates	innovation	shaping	South
Africa’s	(SA)’s	future:	Consulting	Engineers	South	Africa	(CESA)	proudly	hosted	the	CESA
Aon	Engineering	Excellence	Awards	2025.	This	prestigious	annual	ceremony	recognises	the
projects,	people	and	partnerships	that	are	shaping	SA’s	infrastructure	landscape,	while
underscoring	the	fundamental	role	of	consulting	engineers	in	driving	sustainable	economic
and	social	development.	Read	more.

IITPSA	–	Digital	mindfulness	as	a	weapon	in	the	cyber	security	arsenal:	People
continue	to	be	the	primary	target	for	cyber	attackers	–	a	growing	challenge	for	organisations
as	threats	escalate	globally.	However,	by	understanding	why	people	are	susceptible	to	social
engineering	and	empowering	them	to	resist	it,	organisations	can	reduce	their	cyber	risk
exposure.	Read	more.

Mathematics	excellence	–	Local	students	achieve	at	IMC	and	SATMO:	The	South
African	Mathematics	Foundation	(SAMF)	is	proud	to	announce	the	results	of	two	major
competitions	that	took	place	this	year:	the	International	Mathematics	Competition	(IMC),	held
from	28	July	to	3	August	2025	in	Blagoevgrad,	Bulgaria,	and	the	Standard	Bank	South	African
Tertiary	Mathematics	Olympiad	(SATMO),	which	took	place	on	16	August	2025.	Read	more.

Revised	engineering	rules	heading	for	gazette:	The	Engineering	Council	of	South	Africa
(ECSA)	has	confirmed	that	the	long-awaited	revised	Identification	of	Engineering	Work
(IDoEW)	Rules	are	expected	to	be	gazetted	in	October.	This	marks	a	key	milestone	in
professionalising	and	safeguarding	engineering	practice	across	the	country.	Read	more.

SAAE’s	entry	is	the	winner	of	the	2025	CAETS	Communication	Prize																						
The	Tshwane	University	of	Technology	(TUT)	solar	car	team’s	video	Sustainable	automotive
technologies:	a	TUT	case	study	was	announced	the	winner	of	the	2025	CAETS
Communication	prize	at	the	gala	dinner	of	the	annual	CAETS	meeting	in	Brisbane,	Australia.
Read	more.

World	Water	Monitoring	Day	–	Why	communities	must	get	involved:	The	18th	of
September	was	World	Water	Monitoring	Day,	held	each	year	to	promote	public	awareness
around	the	importance	of	water	quality	by	involving	communities	in	water	testing	and
monitoring.	“Community	participation	is	essential	to	preserving	this	precious	but	scarce
resource,	without	which	we	cannot	survive,”	says	Dr	Lester	Goldman,	Chief	Executive	Officer
of	the	Water	Institute	of	Southern	Africa	(WISA).	Read	more.

SET-related	policies	currently	open	for	public	comment
Keep	informed	and	have	your	say!
	

Electronic	Voting	Policy	Discussion	Document	(Comment	by	30	September	2025)

Draft	National	Greenhouse	Gas	Carbon	Budget	and	Mitigation	Plan	Regulations	(Comment	by
30	September	2025)	

BELA	Regulations	(School	Admissions	and	School	Capacity)	(Comment	by	5	October	2025)
	

SET-related	policy	news
Some	articles	included	in	the	section	below	are	opinion	pieces.	The	opinions	expressed	in	these
articles	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	views	of	the	NSTF	Executive	Committee,	Directors,
Secretariat	or	Members.
	
4IR	and	information	technologies

One	in	three	South	Africans	have	never	heard	of	AI	–	what	this	means	for	policy
(theconversation.com)

RIA	joins	National	AI	Network	of	Experts	(researchictafrica.net)

	
Agriculture

South	Africa	is	developing	a	major	legitimate,	regulated,	cannabis	and	hemp	industry
(engineeringnews.co.za)

	
Basic	education

BELA	Act	and	school	discipline:	A	balancing	act	of	justice,	correction,	and	human	development
(ufs.ac.za)

	
Energy

Middle	East	and	Africa	Renewable	Energy	Policy	Handbook	2025	|	Focus	on	Algeria,	Angola,
Egypt,	Ghana,	Iran,	Israel,	Kenya,	Kuwait,	Morocco,	Nigeria,	Qatar,	Saudi	Arabia,	South	Africa,
Tanzania,	UAE	(businesswire.com)

	
Environment	and	climate	change

Draft	regulations	reveal	big	changes	for	SA's	high-emission	businesses	(bizcommunity.com)

South	African	environmental	groups	push	to	block	Shell’s	new	wells	–	how	world	court	opinion
might	help	(theconversation.com)

	
Health

Solidarity	challenges	NHI’s	‘certificate	of	need’	at	Constitutional	Court	(mg.co.za)

	
Mining

Three	key	questions	for	mining	minister	Gwede	Mantashe	(dailyfriend.co.za)

Mining	industry	flags	electricity,	permitting,	illegal	mining	during	engagement	with	DMPR
(miningweekly.com)

	
Transport

South	Africa's	new	transport	law	set	to	boost	commuter	safety:	analyst	(english.news.cn)

	
Water

Cabinet	approves	the	Water	Services	Amendment	Act:	Strengthening	water	supply	services
beyond	the	tap	(polity.org.za)

The	events	posted	below	are	correct	as	far	as	we	could	establish	at	the	time	of	preparing	this
newsletter.	Please	check	the	relevant	websites	for	changes	to	dates	and	venues.

SAHIA	Coding	Informatics	Symposium,	Johannesburg,	Gauteng,	1	October	2025

Mintek-SCi	(Science	Convention	for	Innovators),	Randburg,	Gauteng,	2	October	2025

SACAC:	Machine	Learning	for	Fast.	Robust	Model	Predictive	Control,	Online,	3	October	2025

From	pit	to	plant:	Scalable	mine	water	rehabilitation	&	reuse,	Online,	7	October	2025

Introduction	to	Soils	and	Sustainable	Crop	Production,	Pretoria,	Gauteng,	7-9	October	2025

Water	credits	in	Africa:	Financing	climate	resilience	and	community	futures,	Online,	8	October
2025

Accelerating	technological	solutions	for	the	SDGs,	Pretoria,	Gauteng,	8-10	October	2025

8th	G-STIC	Conference,	Pretoria,	Gauteng,	8-10	October	2025

Biomedical	Research	&	Innovation	Platform	(BRIP)	Conference	2025,	Hybrid	(Online	and	in-
person),	Cape	Town,	Western	Cape,	15-16	October	2-25

ESG	Africa	Conference,	Johannesburg,	Gauteng,	15-16	October	2025

SAIMC	User	Conference	for	Mining	and	Manufacturing	Enterprises,	Randpark,	Gauteng,	15-
16	October	2025

IAIAsa	Annual	National	Conference	2025,	Drakensberg,	KwaZulu-Natal,	19-22	October	2025

6th	Africa	Association	Summit	(AAS6),	Pretoria,	Gauteng,	19-21	October	2025

Healthcare	Innovation	Summit	Africa	(HISA	2025),	Johannesburg,	Gauteng,	22-23	October

Engaged	research	as	a	pathway	to	bridging	knowledge	and	society:	Towards	sustainable
impact,	Boksburg,	Gauteng,	22-24	October	2025

2025	IMESA	Conference,	East	London,	Eastern	Cape,	29-31	October	2025

Science	Forum	South	Africa	(SFSA),	Pretoria,	Gauteng,	24-28	November	2025

The	66th	Annual	Conference	of	the	South	African	Statistical	Association,	Vanderbijlpark,
Gauteng,	24-28	November	2025

6th	National	Global	Change	Conference,	Mbombela,	Mpumalanga,	1-4	December	2025

45th	SACI	National	Convention,	Johannesburg,	Gauteng,	30	November	–	5	December	2025

Some	articles	included	in	the	section	below	are	opinion	pieces.	The	opinions	expressed	in	these
articles	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	views	of	the	NSTF	Executive	Committee,	Directors,
Secretariat	or	Members.
	
Science	Councils	and	Statutory	Bodies
ARC:	Foundation	turns	small-scale	farmers	into	food	security	champions	(foodformzansi.co.za)

ASSAf:	International	Day	for	the	Preservation	of	the	Ozone	Layer	(assaf.org.za)

CGS:	Bucking	the	stereotype,	holding	her	own	in	geosciences	(engineeringnews.co.za)

CSIR:	Continued	global	warming	headlines	“State	of	the	Climate	in	2024”	report	(csir.co.za)

CSIR:	CSIR	supports	the	South	African	delegation	at	the	Intergovernmental	Negotiating
Committee	2025	(csir.co.za)

HSRC:	Spatial	Insights	Edition	17	|	Spatial	Inequity	in	Healthcare:	Who	Has	Access	to	Public
Healthcare	in	Gauteng?	(hsrc.ac.za)

MINTEK:	Mintek	tweaks	liberation	technique	for	low-grade	ores	(miningweekly.com)

NERSA:	NERSA	approves	Saldanha	fuel	storage	pipeline	(energycapitalpower.com)

NRF:	NITheCS	headquarters	officially	launched	at	Stellenbosch	University,	strengthening	SA's	
role	in	global	computational	science	(nrf.ac.za)

NRF:	NRF-SAEON's	Dr	Zanele	Ntshidi	celebrated	at	4th	World	Irrigation	Forum	in	Malaysia
(nrf.ac.za)

SAEON:	Can	rangeland	science	play	a	role	in	managing	brown	locusts	(enews.saeon.ac.za)

SAMRC:	SAMRC’s	Dr	Wanga	Zembe-Mkabile	appointed	to	G20	Global	Inequality	Committee
(samrc.ac.za)

SANBI:	SANBI	launches	Passport	to	Nature	(sanbi.org)

SANSA:	South	Africa	to	host	the	G20	Space	Economy	Leaders	Meeting	(SELM6)
(sansa.org.za)

USAf:	The	AI	challenges	facing	African	languages	(usaf.ac.za)
	

Higher	Education	Institutions
AI	in	academic	writing	–	Game-changer	or	short-changer?	(universityworldnews.com)

NSAFS	consulting	communities,	private	sector	to	create	improved	accommodation	framework
–	Manamela	(ewn.co.za)

NSFAS	launches	2026	applications	into	tornado	of	uncertainty	(htxt.co.za)

South	Africa’s	student	debt	trap:	two	options	that	could	help	resolve	the	problem
(theconversation.com)

Students	critical	of	over-reliance	on	traditional	exams	(universityworldnews.com)

UFH	to	play	a	leading	role	in	South	Africa’s	new	Master	in	Ocean	Sciences	Programme
(ufh.ac.za)

UNIVEN	secures	Prestigious	SARChI	Research	Chair	in	Water	and	the	Environment
(univen.ac.za)

VUT	partners	with	Standard	Bank	to	lead	hydrogen	energy	innovation	(bizcommunity.com)

	
4IR	and	information	technologies

Four	essential	actions	to	safeguard	AI	adoption	in	South	Africa	(themediaonline.co.za)

Home	Affairs	demos	AI	visa	system	to	fight	corruption	(itweb.co.za)

Poor	network	connectivity	stifles	women	entrepreneurship	in	rural	South	Africa
(engineerit.co.za)

	
Agriculture	and	food	security

AMIE	lauds	Steenhuisen’s	accelerated	FMD	combatting	efforts	as	274	outbreaks	remain
(engineeringnews.co.za)

From	waste	to	feed	to	food	(infrastructurenews.co.za)

Government	intensifies	cattle	vaccination	drive	to	combat	Foot	and	Mouth	Disease	(iol.co.za)

Livestock	farming	under	pressure	as	SA	balances	food	security,	emissions	(mg.co.za

	
Basic	education

Chalk	and	talk	vs.	active	learning:	what’s	holding	South	African	teachers	back	from	using
proven	methods?	(theconversation.com)

Half	of	matrics	to	access	tertiary	education	as	Manamela	stresses	SA’s	future	lies	in	hands-on
skills	(citizen.co.za)

South	Africa's	reading	crisis:	81%	of	Grade	4	learners	struggle	with	comprehension	(iol.co.za)

	
Defence	and	security

South	Africa’s	national	security	blind	spot	on	artificial	intelligence	(defenceweb.co.za)

	
Earth	sciences	and	geology

Maths	in	action:	mapping	and	observing	Earth	(cosmosmagazine.com)

	
Energy

Changing	gear:	Eskom	introduces	first	electric	vehicle	fleet	(infrastructurenews.co.za)

New	interim	office	to	guide	South	Africa’s	hydrogen	rollout	(energize.co.za)

Renewables	investments	bolster	growth	despite	dim	infrastructure	outlook
(engineeringnews.co.za)

SAWEA	makes	meaningful	steps	to	put	women	at	forefront	of	renewable-energy	development
(engineeringnews.co.za)

South	Africa	strengthens	global	ties	in	pursuit	of	sustainable	fuels	(bizcommunity.com)

	
Environment,	water	and	climate	change

African	cities	aren’t	doing	enough	to	adapt	to	climate	change:	lessons	from	Durban
and	Harare	(theconversation.com)

Baby	turtles	vanish	into	the	Indian	Ocean	for	years:	now	a	model	shows	where	they	might	go
(theconversation.com)

Black	wattle	as	firewood:	how	South	African	communities	are	putting	invasive	species	to	work
(theconversation.com)

Forestry,	Fisheries	and	the	Environment	on	celebrating	World	Ozone	Day	2025	(gov.za)

Protecting	water	sources	through	business	stewardship	(esi-africa.com)

Should	governments	pay	businesses	for	climate	disasters?	Researchers	unpack	huge	lawsuits
in	South	Africa	(theconversation.com)

South	Africa’s	sewage	crisis:	official	reports	don’t	include	millions	of	litres	of
leaking	wastewater	(theconversation.com)

Woman-headed	households	in	rural	South	Africa	need	water,	sanitation	and	energy	to	fight
hunger	–	G20	could	help	(theconversation.com)

	
Export	crisis

Western	Cape's	agricultural	sector	grows	14%	despite	Trump's	tariffs	(iol.co.za)

	
Health	and	medicine

Genetic	tests	for	cancer	can	give	uncertain	results:	new	science	is	making	the	picture	clearer
to	guide	treatment	(theconversation.com)

HIV	is	on	the	rise	among	older	Africans,	but	care	and	research	overlook	this	group	–	lessons
from	Kenya	and	South	Africa	(theconversation.com)

SA	plans	anti-HIV	jab	roll-out	at	hundreds	of	clinics	by	April	(mg.co.za)

South	African	hunters	chewed	the	kanna	plant	for	endurance:	new	study	tests	its	effects	on
mouse	brain	chemistry	(theconversation.com)

The	UN	had	a	plan	to	fight	deadly	lifestyle	diseases.	Industry	pressure	killed	most	of	it
(mg.co.za)

	
Infrastructure

Electricity	infrastructure	under	siege	in	South	Africa’s	biggest	city	(mybroadband.co.za)

Gauteng	unveils	bold	plan	to	address	infrastructure	challenges	(sanews.gov.za)

	
Innovation

Research	in	South	Africa	to	unlock	aircraft	innovation	on	cutting	edge	–	expert
(engineeringnews.co.za)

Rural	youth	lead	in	robotics	at	national	STEM	competition	(iol.co.za)

	
Mining

Africa:	13	key	recommendations	on	transition	minerals	(esi-africa.com)

	
Oceanography

9	African	Penguins	return	to	their	ocean	home	in	heartwarming	(goodthingsguy.com)

	
Palaeontology	and	Archaeology

An	exploding	star,	climate	change	and	evolution	—	what's	the	link?	(wits.ac.za)

																																																																																																																						
Quantum	science	and	technology

New	science	powerhouse:	NITheCS	set	to	transform	SA	research	(sun.ac.za)

	
Skills	for	the	economy

First-of-its-kind	training	puts	197	NW	farmers	on	path	to	success	(foodformzansi.co.za)

Skills	and	manufacturing	gaps	risk	SA’s	hydrogen	drive,	science	department	warns
(energize.co.za)

	
Space	science	and	Astronomy

Women	honour	Alex	scholars	with	a	cosmic	experience	to	encourage	STEM	skills	(uiol.co.za)

	
Transport

From	Presidency	to	the	steering	wheel:	How	daring	women	are	creating	jobs	in	South	Africa's
transport	industry	(iol.co.za)

	

Technology	Innovation	Agency	(TIA	|	Invitation	for	Call	for	Expression	to	Join
External	Expert	Database:	TIA	extends	invitations	to	prospective	industry	experts	to	join	the
Agency’s	expert	database.	The	database	is	used	to	source	independent	industry	experts	to
supplement	internal	capabilities	for	improved	operational	efficiency.	The	application	deadline
has	not	been	confirmed.	For	more	information	click	here.

Call	for	research	topics:	The	Mine	Health	and	Safety	Council	(MHSC)	is	pleased	to	invite
you	to	submit	potential	research	topics	for	consideration	in	the	2027/28	Mine	Health	and
Safety	(MHS)	Research	Programme 	for	the	South	African	Mining	Industry	(SAMI).	We	kindly
request	that	all	submissions	be	supported	by	evidence-based	research	motivations,
which	can	be	submitted	here.	The	deadline	for	submissions	is	30	September	2025.	For	more
details	click	here.

Applications	now	open:	The	Fulbright	South	African	Research	Scholar	Programme
(SARSP)	is	an	opportunity	for	South	African	university	faculty	or	research	institute
professionals	to	conduct	research	in	their	field	of	expertise	at	the	United	States	(US)	academic
or	research	institution	for	a	period	of	three	to	nine	months.	A	research	grant	enables	the
scholar	to	perform	high-level	research	at	a	US	academic	or	research	institution,	aimed	at
strengthening	academic	programmes	or	curricula	at	his/her	home	institution.	Qualifying
applicants	have	a	proven	track	record	of	productive	scholarly	research,	teaching	and
publication.		Research	programmes	of	three	to	nine	months	are	commenced	between	1
August	2026	and	31	March	2027;	to	be	completed	by	31	December	2027.	Closing	date	for
applications	is	5	October	2025.	For	more	information	click	here.

Call	for	competition:	The	Centre	on	African	Philanthropy	and	Social	Investment	(CAPSI)	at
Wits	Business	School	is	launching	a	Pan-African	Youth	Competition	under	a	project
on	dignified	and	fulfilling	job	creation	for	young	Africans	by	the	nonprofit	sector,	supported	and
funded	by	one	of	our	partners.	We	invite	dynamic	teams	and	organisations	owned	and
managed	by	young	people	between	the	ages	of	18	and	35	to	design	and	produce
creative	outputs	that	disseminate	findings	from	a	study	covering	17	African	countries.	The
research	explores	the	contribution	of	the	nonprofit	sector	to	dignified	and	fulfilling	work	for
African	youth.	The	submission	deadline	is	15	October	2025.	For	more	details	click	here.

Call	75th	Lindau	Nobel	Laureate	Meeting:	The	Academy	of	Science	of	South	Africa
(ASSAf)	and	the	Department	of	Science,	Technology	and	Innovation	(DSTI),	are	seeking
candidates	to	attend	the	75th	Lindau	Nobel	Laureate	Meeting	dedicated	to	Interdisciplinary
Research,	scheduled	to	take	place	from	28	June	to	3	July	2026	in	Lindau,	Germany.	About
600	highly	talented	young	scientists	from	around	the	world	will	have	the	opportunity	to	interact
with	Nobel	Laureates,	attend	lectures,	and	participate	in	panel	discussions.	The	deadline	for
sending	nominations	is	20	October	2025.	For	more	information	click	here.

Call	for	proposals:	The	Council	for	Scientific	and	Industrial	Research	(CSIR)	is	inviting
proposals	for	the	Rental	Pool	Programme	(RPP)	for	the	2026/27	financial	year.	Funded	by	the
Department	of	Science,	Technology	and	Innovation	and	managed	by	the	CSIR,	this	initiative
aims	to	stimulate	and	expand	laser	and	laser-based	applications	research	within	South	Africa's
research	community.	The	programme’s	objective	is	to	boost	the	National	System	of	Innovation
and	nurture	the	next	generation	of	photonics	technology	researchers.	The	deadline	for
applications	is	24	October	2025.	For	more	details	click	here.

A	call	for	proposals:	The	African	Laser	Centre,	a	flagship	initiative	championed	by	the	New
Partnership	for	Africa’s	Development	and	funded	by	the	Department	of	Science,	Technology
and	Innovation,	invites	you	to	respond	to	a	call	for	proposals	for	the	2026	African	Laser
Centre	Research	Collaboration	Programme.	Hosted	and	managed	by	the	Council	for	Scientific
and	Industrial	Research,	the	programme	aims	to	foster	research	partnerships	between	South
African	researchers	and	their	counterparts	across	Africa.	The	deadline	for	applications	is	24
October	2025.	For	more	information	click	here.

Request	for	Applications	–	Gap	Funding	for	Students	&	Equipment/Maintenance
Support:	The	South	African	Medical	Research	Council	(SAMRC)	plays	a	critical	role	in
advancing	health	research,	innovation,	and	capacity	development	in	South	Africa.	Through	its
network	of	Extramural	Units	(EMUs),	the	SAMRC	supports	high-quality,	multidisciplinary
research	programmes	that	address	priority	health	challenges,	build	human	capital,	and
contribute	to	national	and	global	knowledge.	The	closing	date	for	applications	is	24	October
2025.	For	more	details	click	here.

Call	for	applications	–	Postdoctoral	fellowship	in	civic	science	(2026):	The	Centre	for
Research	on	Evaluation,	Science	and	Technology	(CREST),	Stellenbosch	University	(SU),
invites	applications	for	a	one-year	postdoctoral	fellowship	(1	January	to	31	December	2026)	to
pursue	innovative	research	in	civic	science.	This	fellowship	is	funded	by	the	Rita	Allen
Foundation.	The	deadline	for	applications	is	31	October	2025.	Please	submit	applications	to
Prof	Marina	Joubert	at	marinajoubert@sun.ac.za.

Dr	Mpho	Mokoatle:	A	beacon	of	hope	in	cancer	research	through	her	PhD	in	Computer
Science	(iol.co.za)

Prof	Sanushka	Naidoo:	Prof	Sanushka	Naidoo	honoured	for	pioneering	forestry	science	at
2025	‘She	is	Forestry	Awards’	(iol.co.za)

About	the	NSTF
	
The	National	Science	and	Technology	Forum	(NSTF),	established	in	1995:

	
is	a	broadly-representative	stakeholder	body	for	all	science,	engineering	and	technology	(SET)	and
innovation	organisations	in	South	Africa

gathers	stakeholders	around	burning	issues	of	national	and	global	interest,	across	the	public	and	private
sectors,	including	matters	of	public	policy

includes	a	network	of	professional	societies	in	SET	and	STEM	education	(STEM	=	science,	technology,
engineering	and	mathematics)	-	the		NSTF	proSET	membership	sector.

recognises,	awards	and	profiles	the	outstanding	contributions	of	individuals	and	groups	to	SET	and
innovation	through	the	prestigious	NSTF	Awards

runs	and	supports	collaborative	projects	and	youth	outreach,	including	recognition	of	top	performance	in
mathematics	and	science,	role	modelling,	bursary	and	STEM	career	information

runs	and	supports	the	STEMulator.org	which	attracts	youth	and	educators	to	Explore>Discover>Learn	the
world	of	STEM	including	careers.	(Established	by	NSTF	proSET)

For	more	information
www.nstf.org.za
E-mail:	enquiries@nstf.org.za

Disclaimer
The	NSTF	has	taken	all	practical	measures	to	ensure	that	the	material	contained	in	this	newsletter	is
correct.

Privacy
Registration	details	submitted	to	the	NSTF	will	be	treated	confidentially	and	will	only	be	used	by	NSTF	to
communicate	with	its	members	and	subscribers,	as	required	by	the	South	African	Protection	of	Personal
Information	Act.
	

Non	Profit	Company	Registration	Number:	2007/029165/08
NPO	Registration	Number:	92042
Donations	Tax	exempt
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