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International Day of Science, Technology and Innovation for the
South, 16 September 2025

Prof Darelle van Greunen drives inclusive innovation through the Centre for
Community Technologies

The International Day of Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) for the South,
celebrated annually, underscores the pivotal role that STl play in achieving the United
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The day highlights how knowledge,
research, and technological advancements can solve pressing global challenges, from
healthcare access and climate change to education and social equity.

In recognition of this global day, the National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF)
celebrates the award-winning work of Prof Darelle van Greunen, Distinguished Professor
of Information Technology (IT) and Director of the Centre for Community Technologies
(CCT) at Nelson Mandela University (NMU), whose research and projects exemplify the
transformative power of science and technology in improving lives, particularly in under-
resourced communities.

About Prof Darelle van Greunen: Prof Van Greunen holds a PhD in computer science
from the University of South Africa (UNISA). With over 20 years of experience in IT, she
has focused on user-centred design, digital health, and information communications
technology ICT for development, particularly in under-resourced communities.

Her work spans academic excellence, community impact, and international recognition.
She leads the CCT, developing projects that enhance maternal and perinatal healthcare,
support non-communicable disease management, provide digital education and literacy
programmes, and empower youth and women in technology. She has been recognised as
one of InspiringFifty Africa’s top women in technology, received multiple awards for digital
health innovation and ICT for development, and holds numerous international research
grants.

Most notably, Prof Van Greunen and the
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Prof Van Greunen states: “| am grateful to the NSTF for recognising the
growing importance of science and technology in Africa. This award is a
testament to the hard work and dedication of the entire team at the CCT.”

About the CCT: The CCT is a research and innovation hub at NMU dedicated to
developing technology-driven solutions for social good. Its work places communities at
the centre, applying human-centred design and co-design methodologies to ensure
technology solutions are practical, inclusive, and culturally relevant.

Key initiatives include:
e Digital Health Projects:
o MHealth4Afrika: Strengthens maternal and perinatal care across African countries

o KaziCHAT: Supports the management of chronic diseases in low-resource settings

e Education and Skills Development: Provides ICT training, digital literacy
programmes, and capacity building for learners, educators, and youth

e Policy Research and Advocacy: Contributes to national and regional ICT policies,
ensuring evidence-based approaches in community development

The CCT has established international collaborations, attracting research funding and
partnerships from Europe, Africa, and other regions, ensuring solutions have both local
impact and global relevance.

Call to Action: Prof Darelle van Greunen’s work at the CCT exemplifies how STI can
create meaningful changes in society. Her numerous awards, including the NSTF-
South32 Award, reflect her outstanding contributions to community-driven technology
solutions and the empowerment of women and youth.

On this International Day of STl for the South, we encourage all stakeholders from
government, industry, academia, and civil society to support and invest in innovative,
community-focused research. Celebrate the power of technology to transform lives, get
involved in initiatives that promote digital literacy and healthcare solutions, and champion
the next generation of African innovators. Together, we can ensure that science and
technology continue to drive sustainable development and inclusive socio-economic
growth across Africa.

About the NSTF (National Science and Technology Forum): NSTF is an independent
non-profit stakeholder body and network — a civil-society forum of about 150
organisations across six membership sectors, involved in science, engineering,
technology (SET) and innovation in SA.

Join the NSTF’s conversations on social media:
LinkedIn: National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF)

Facebook: @NSTFSA
X @NSTF_SA

Instagram: @nstf_sa

YouTube: National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF)
TikTok: nstf _sa
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About the NSTF

The National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF), established in 1995:

is a broadly-representative stakeholder body for all science, engineering and technology (SET) and
innovation organisations in South Africa

gathers stakeholders around burning issues of national and global interest, across the public and
private sectors, including matters of public policy

includes a network of professional societies in SET and STEM education (STEM = science,
technology, engineering and mathematics) - the NSTF proSET membership sector.

recognises, awards and profiles the outstanding contributions of individuals and groups to SET and
innovation through the prestigious NSTF Awards

runs and supports collaborative projects and youth outreach, including recognition of top
performance in mathematics and science, role modelling, bursary and STEM career information

runs and supports the STEMulator.org which attracts youth and educators to
Explore>Discover>Learn the world of STEM including careers. (Established by NSTF proSET)

For more information

www.nstf.org.za
E-mail: enquiries @nstf.org.za

Disclaimer
The NSTF has taken all practical measures to ensure that the material contained in this newsletter is
correct.

Privacy

Registration details submitted to the NSTF will be treated confidentially and will only be used by NSTF
to communicate with its members and subscribers, as required by the South African Protection of
Personal Information Act.
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