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S.E.T. for socio-economic growth

National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF)

Prof Nnenesi Kgabi taking over"the reins as the newly appointed
NSTF Chairperson

The National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF), during its Annual General Meeting
(AGM) on 7 November 2025, announced the appointment of Prof Nnenesi Kgabi as the
chairperson of the NSTF for the term effective from November 2025 to November 2028.
Prof Kgabi succeeds Prof Jeffrey Mphahlele, who served in the position for three years,
from 2022 to 2025.

Prof Kgabi is the Chief Director of
Research and Postgraduate Support at
North-West University (NWU). She served
since 2023 until now as the higher
education representative on the NSTF
Executive Committee (Exco). She is a
seasoned scientist and has distinguished
herself through exceptional diligence and
leadership in research management and
governance.

Prof Kgabi currently serves as chairperson
of the Southern African Development
Community (SADC) WaterNet Board, Vice-
President for Research Management within
the Exco of the Southern African Research
and Innovation Management Association
(SARIMA), and Chairperson of the Human
Resources Committee of the Water
Research Commission (WRC) Board.

Her international standing is reflected in her service as a member of the Evaluation
Commission of the Swiss Programme for International Research by Scientific Investigation
Teams (SPIRIT) under the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF), and as a merit
reviewer for the United States (US) National Science Foundation (NSF).

She holds a PhD in Environmental Sciences from the NWU. Prof Kgabi’'s extensive
leadership experience will be invaluable in her role as the NSTF chairperson overseeing
the non-profit activities of the NSTF promoting science, engineering, technology (SET)
and innovation in South Africa (SA).

In outlining her vision for the NSTF, she states:

“SAis not at all oblivious to the crucial role of SET and innovation in the socio-
economic advancement of the nation. The country is also not deficient of
strategies and development plans to address the persistent social and
economic ills of today. However, the need for committed, purpose-driven
organisations that would close the gap between policy and implementation is
dominant.

Thus | concede the need for NSTF to be appropriately positioned to function as
a driver for accountable implementation of ‘SET for socio-economic
development’ plans, and to support existing initiatives in the country.

The new chairperson term (2025-2028) is a bridge between the current
strategy cycle of 2022 to 2027 and the subsequent 2028 to 2032 cycle. One
never intends to be a loner in this important role, thus working jointly and in
collaboration with governance and management structures, my initial attention
would be directed towards the enhancement of membership engagement while
increasing the reach of the organisation to all nine provinces and the different
sectors of our society. This would help the NSTF to improve on its relevance
and support to programmes and initiatives of national importance, and to
become visible to the nation.

The ultimate goal here is to build on these initiatives and the development of
new a strategy (for 2028 to 2032) that would propel the NSTF to be an
engaged, relevant, and impactful organisation. The strategy that would enable
the organisation to partner with government, industry, academia, professional
societies and civil society to contribute to the strengthening and advancement
of the SET sector in SA, and propel the implementation of SET and innovation
solutions for socio-economic growth of the nation.

Looking forward to a successful term.”

NSTF Executive Director, Ms Jansie Niehaus congratulated Prof Kgabi on her
appointment as the chairperson.

“We are delighted to welcome Prof Kgabi in a new capacity, and look forward to being led
by her as someone who comes with a wealth of experience, and knows the NSTF and its

aims very well too. It’s particularly good timing, as NSTF is celebrating its 30t
anniversary. We are embarking on the next decade of growth and success with Prof
Kgabi at the helm.”

About the NSTF (National Science and Technology Forum): NSTF is an independent
non-profit stakeholder body and network — a civil-society forum of about 150 member
organisations across six membership sectors, involved in SET and innovation in SA
spanning both the public and private sectors.

Join the NSTF’s conversations on social media:
¢ LinkedIn: National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF)

e Facebook: @NSTFSA
X @NSTF_SA

YouTube: National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF)

Instagram: @nstf_sa

TikTok: nstf_sa

About the NSTF

The National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF), established in 1995:

is a broadly-representative stakeholder body for all science, engineering and technology (SET) and
innovation organisations in South Africa

gathers stakeholders around burning issues of national and global interest, across the public and
private sectors, including matters of public policy

includes a network of professional societies in SET and STEM education (STEM = science,
technology, engineering and mathematics) - the NSTF proSET membership sector.

recognises, awards and profiles the outstanding contributions of individuals and groups to SET and
innovation through the prestigious NSTF Awards

runs and supports collaborative projects and youth outreach, including recognition of top
performance in mathematics and science, role modelling, bursaryand STEM career information

runs and supports the STEMulator.org which attracts youth and educators to
Explore>Discover>Learn the world of STEMincluding careers. (Established by NSTF proSET)
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