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NSTF Annual General Meeting (AGM) – 6 November 2026
Nominations and Suggestions Form

	Name: 
	

	Organisation: 
	



In this form you are asked for the following:
1. Adjudication Panel: Nominations for NSTF Adjudication Panel members for the 2026/2027 NSTF-South32 Awards 
2. Topics and themes suggestions: Suggestions for NSTF Discussion Forums in 2027 – topics, themes, speakers and partners

1) Adjudication Panel for the 2026/2027 NSTF-South32 Awards: 
Nominating Adjudicators: You may submit as many nominations as you wish. Appointments will be decided by the NSTF Executive Committee (Exco), according to suitability and availability of the candidates. Adjudicators are needed who are qualified in academia, research, engineering, technology, and/or business, or experienced in science, engineering and technology (SET)-related education, training or the innovation chain. Ideally there should be two adjudicators per membership sector, a main and an alternate, to share the work or discuss the nominations together, and stand in for each other if one cannot attend a meeting of the panel. Nominees are not only assessed on the quality of their research, but also on impact on society, innovation, communication and capacity development. 

The main work of the Adjudication Panel takes place during April-May each year. The panel holds a minimum of 3 meetings online, per year (Introductory meeting, decision-making, and review meeting) during April to May, and then a review meeting in August. Members of the Panel are expected to make time for the assessments of nominations during April (there could be as many as 250 or more assessments) and to attend the meetings. These are voluntary positions.

You are allowed to nominate past adjudicators. Note that all sectors are requested to nominate for the 2027 Special Annual Theme Award: Ecosystem Restoration.

At least ONE adjudicator is required for each of the following membership sectors:
	NSTF Awards Adjudication Panel 2025

	PANEL POSITION
	PANEL MEMBER AND ORGANISATIONS 
	STATUS 

	Chair and Head Adjudicator
	Prof Gillian Drennan, Associate Professor, School of Geoscience, University of the Witwatersrand (Wits)
	Appointed by Exco – no nomination required

	Vice-Chair and Deputy Adjudicator
	Prof David Lokhat, African Rainbow Minerals Chair: Sustainable Engineering and Process Intensification, University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN); Immediate Past President, South African Institution of Chemical Engineers (SAIChE)
	Appointed from among the members of the NSTF Adjudication Panel – no nomination required

	SECTORS 
	YOUR NOMINATION/S HERE... 
	Adjudicators who served on the 2025/2026 Panel (for information)

	Business Sector (Business Associations, SMMEs and Corporate companies)
	
	Mr Chris Campbell, Consulting Engineers South Africa (CESA)

	
	
	Alternate: VACANT

	Civil Society and Labour Sector
	
	Mr Mpho Kendy Madisha, Divisional Head: Performance Monitoring and Evaluation, City of Tshwane; Past Chairperson: Black Science, Technology and Engineering Professionals (BSTEP)

	
	
	Alternate: Dr Matshidiso Bailekae Matabane, Acting CEO, South African Council for Natural Scientific Professions (SACNASP)

	Higher Education Sector
	
	Prof Lesley Cornish, Professor Emerita: University of the Witwatersrand (Wits)

	
	
	Alternate: Prof Hannes Rautenbach, Board member: South African Academy of Science and Arts (SAASA)

	Professional Bodies and Learned Societies (proSET) Sector – SCIENCE
	
	Prof Raymond Durrheim, School of Geoscience, Wits

	
	
	Alternate: Prof Abdullahi Ahmed Yusuf, Department of Zoology and Entomology, University of Pretoria (UP)

	Professional Bodies and Learned Societies (proSET) Sector – ENGINEERING
	
	Prof Beatrys Lacquet, Professor Emerita: Wits

	
	
	Alternate: Prof David Lokhat, UKZN; Immediate Past President, SAIChE

	Science Councils and Statutory Bodies Sector
	
	Prof Ntobeko Ntusi, President and CEO: South African Medical Research Council (MRC)

	
	
	Alternate: Dr Palesa Sekhejane, Deputy Executive Dean, Faculty of Natural Sciences, iYunivesithi Walter Sisulu (iWS)

	State-Owned Enterprises Sector
	
	Ms Rebaone Mokate, Senior Technician: CRM, South African Nuclear Energy Corporation (NECSA)

	
	
	Alternate: VACANT

	Category specific representative:

	2027 Special Annual Theme Award: Ecosystem Restoration ; 
	
	

	Communications Award:
	
	

	Data for Research
	
	



2) [bookmark: _Hlk494272062]Suggestions for 2027 NSTF Discussion Forums
The main work of the Forum is to communicate – to promote discussion and debate of issues in SET and innovation, and in particular promoting policy engagement around these issues. NSTF aims to conduct 4-6 substantial discussion forums per year, mostly online.

We cordially invite you to give your input and active involvement in this regard. What speakers would you like to listen to and interact with, which partners should be included, what audiences should be involved and what follow-up actions should be taken? Please be as specific as possible.

Audiences the NSTF communicates with: 
· Organisations and individuals interested in SET and innovation-related issues
· Researchers 
· Engineers and technologists
· Innovators and inventors
· SET communicators
· SET educators and trainers
· Learners and students 
· General public 
· Government ministries, departments and officials
· Parliament
· The Presidency
· The media, including journalists

So far, NSTF already has 1 topic for 2027 – the special theme, Ecosystem restoration. Please feel free to suggest other topics that you want NSTF to address? Under each topic, what possible themes, speakers, partners/sponsors and follow-up actions do you suggest? (Give as many suggestions as you wish.)

	Topic
	Themes
	Speakers
	Partners/Sponsors
	Follow up actions

	Topic 1: Ecosystem restoration discussion forum (United Nations Decade on Ecosystem Restoration (2021–2030))
	



	
	
	

	Topic 2: 
	
	
	
	

	Topic 3: ?
	



	
	
	

	Topic 4: ?
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